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This invention relates to a book support or book rest, 1;

and more particularly to a device of this kind which is

adapted to support a plurality of books in open position

and so arranged that either of such books is readily avail-
able for use.

In many instances where research work is being un-
dertaken, it is desirable to have twoe books available
for ready reference.. That is, the book support should
be such as to hold the books in open position  directly
before the reader and shouid be movable so that any
one of the books may be supported in proper positicn
to be read. In the present instance this is accoinplished
by the provision of a pair of book supporis (more may
be provided if desired) rotatably mounted upon a stand-
ard or pedestal, the supports being arranged to support

the books in inclined position where the one facing the :

reader may be readily read. When desired the user may
simply, by swinging the support upon the pedestal, bring
the other book into proper position fo be read.

It is also desirable at times to provide means for
holding an outline which may be a guide to the reading
of one or both of the books upon the support, and in
this case means is provided to support a .guide at one
side of the ‘book supports where it will also be in fuil
view of the user of the device and where it will not
interfere with the rotation of the bock supports te bring
either of the books into a readable position.

In some instances it.may be desired to support the
device upon a desk or table or some other horizontal
surface, while in other instances it may be desirable to
support the device upon the knees of the reader par-
ticularly when the latter is in an inclined chair or is in
bed. To this end I have provided a base member for
the - pedestal - upon which the - book supports are ro-
tatably mounted such that it may be used either upon
a flat surface or may conveniently rest upon the knees.
‘The base is made of separable portions, the central por-
tion being employed when the device is to be supported
upon a desk or table or the like and end sections which
are readily removable from and attachable to the cen-
tral section are employed when it is desired to support
the device upon the knees.

It is also desirable to provide a device of this char-
acter of collapsible sections so that the sections may
be readily taken apart and in some instances folded to-
gether in order that the entire device may be stored
within a reasonably small space.

One object of the invention is to provide a new and
improved book support for holding a plurality of books
in inclined and open . position so that any one of the
books may be available to the reader as desired.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
a device of this character which may be readily dis-
assembied in order that the parts may be stored or packed
within a relatively small space.

A further object of the invention is to provide a de-
vice of the character described in which a pair of book
supporis may be rotatably mounted upon a pedestal or
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the like and may be held by a retaining member in an
inclined position diverging downwardly and outwardly,
the two supports being hinged together so that when
the retaining member is disengaged therefrom, they may
be folded or collapsed together to occupy a relatively
small space.

A further object of the invention is to provide a book
support- of the character described having a sectional
base member upon which the pedestal is mounted, the
sections of the base member being detachable from each
other so that the device may be supported upon a flat
surface or upon the knees of the user.

To these and other ends the invention consists in the
novel features and combinations of parts to be herein-
after described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a book support em-
bodying my invention;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view through the center of the

i device on line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a detail view showing the manner of hinging
the book rest to the horizontal supporting rod;

Tig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4—4 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the central portion of
the base with the end portions removed; and -

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of {he book rests
or supports in folded or collapsed position,

To illustrate a preferred embodiment of my invention
I have shown a book supporting member or book rest
which comprises generally a base 10, a supporting ped-
estal 11 and a pair of inclined book rests or supports
designated generally by the numerals 12 and 13.

The base consists of a central portion or section shown
in Fig. 5 of open rectangular form comprising end or
longitudinal members 14 and transverse members 15,
the latter supporting a central plate 16 upon which is
provided an upwardly facing internally threaded socket
17. Secured to the ends of each of the members 14
are coupling sleeves 18 provided with open ends as shown
at 12 for a purpose to be hereinafter described.  As
shown in Figs. 1 and 5 the paris of this device are
generally in a single plane so that it will rest flatly upon
a tabie or other support.

In order that my device may not only be used when
resting on a table .or support but may also be rested
upon the knees of the user, 1 provide a pair of end sec-
tions which are readily attachable and detachable. from
the central base section 10.

Each of these end portions comprises. a portion. 29
in the same plane as the center section 10 and a down-
wardly inclined end: portion 21 which stands at an
angle to the plane of the remainder of the base. ‘This
section of the base is also made of wires or rods as
shown and the end portions 22 of the longitudinal ‘ex-
tending rods are adapted to be received within the cou-
pling sleeves 18, as shown in Fig. 4, to connect the
end sections to the center section when desired. They
may, of course, be readily disconnected by ‘a longi-
tudinal pull.

Threadedly mounted in the socket 17 is a standard
or pedestal 11. The lower end of the pedestal is
threaded, as shown at 26, so that it may be secured in
the socket, and this member may be provided with a
knurled portion 27 to facilitate the engagement of - the
threads 26 in the socket. At its upper end the pedestal
11 which is of rod-like form is provided with a slight-
ly reduced portion 28 providing a shoulder 29 between
the reduced portion and the body portion of the ped:
estal 11. )

Slidably and rotatably received upon the upper re-
duced portion 28 of the pedestal is a sleeve member
30, the lower end of this member resting upon the
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shoulder 29. The upper end of the sleeve member 39
is closed and is secured as by welding or brazing to a
horizontal rod member 31. The sleeve 39 and the
member 31 comprise a T-shaped section rotatable upon
the pedestal 11.

The book rests 12 and 13 are substantially alike so
that a description of one will suffice for the other. Each
of these members comprises side rods 32 held togeth-
er by transverse rods 33 the ends of which are secured
to the side rods in any suitable manner. At their low-
er ends the rods 32 are turned upwardly and joined
by.the member 34 so as to provide a lower ledge on
each of the supports against which the bottom of the
book may rest. As illustrated, the side members 32
and the cross member 34 are integrally formed. If
desired, the support-may be strengthened at its lower
end by L-shaped brace members 35 secured by braz-
ing or welding to the cross members 33 and 34.

Each of the side members 32 at its upper end is
provided with an eye 36 ivotally mounted upcn the
rod 31. The adjacent eyes at one end of the rod 31
may be spaced apart by a collar 37 and may be held
in position upon the rod by collars 38 secured in place
by set screws 39.

1t will be understood, however, that the book sup-
ports are -rotatably or pivotally movable about the rod
31, and it is, therefore, necessary to provide means
for holding them in their outward inclined positions
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. To this end the upper of the
transverse members 33 of each of the book racks or
book rests 12 and 13 has secured thereto a bracket 40
providing an opening between this bracket and the body
of the rod. A retaining member in the form of a U-
shaped plate 41 having downwardly turned ends 42 is
- provided at its central portion with an opening 43 so
that it may be slidably received upon the sleeve 39.
This member will be prevented from becoming de-
tached from the sleeve by an enlarged shoulder 44 at
the lower end of the sleeve. The down turned ends
42 of the retaining member 41 are received in the open-
ings between the brackets 40 of the members 33, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and as the member 41 is of
rigid character the supports 12 and 13 will ‘be held
in their outwardly sloping inclined positions as illus-
trated. ‘

When it is desired to fold the members 12 and 13
together the retaining member 41 can be raised up-
wardly upon the sleeve 30 as shown in dotted lines in
Fig. 2 so-that its ends 42 will be detached and the mem-
bers 12 and 13 may then be moved pivotally to any
desired position, for example to the folded position
shown in Fig. 6. It may here be noted that one of
these members, for example the member 12, is slightly
shorter than the member 13 so that, as shown in Fig.
6, the ledge provided at the bottom of the member 12
will lie inwardly of the ledge on the member 13 so as
to provide for a more compact folded position of these
members.

As stated it is sometimes desirable to provide means
for supporting an outline or pamphlet which may be
used in connection with the reading of the books upon
the supports 12 and 13. With this in view I have pro-
vided a sleeve member 45 which may rest upon the
plate 16 and rotatably surround the socket 17. To this
sleeve member is secured a horizontally disposed sup-
porting wire or rod 46 having an upturned end 47 which
may support -a clamp or the like 48 for holding an
outline or pamphlet in the proper position to be read
by the user. It will be understood that the rod 46 lies
below the lower ends of the book rests 12 and 13 in
the positions shown in Figs. 1 and 2 and is of sufficient
length so that neither it nor the clamping member 48
will interfere with the rotation of the supports upon
the pedestal 11 in order to permit the user to read the
books upon either of the supports.
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It will be seen that the device may be readily dis-
assembled into its various parts so that it may be con-
veniently stored or packed in a relatively small space.
For example, the end sections may be removed from
the central sections by merely withdrawing the ends
of the wires or rods 22 from the coupling sleeves 18.
The pedestal 11 may be removed from the socket 17
by being unscrewed therefrom, and the sleeve 45 with
the rod 46 may then be lifted from the socket. Also
the retaining member 41 may be moved upwardly to
its dotted-line position shown in Fig. 2 to release the
book supports 12 and 13 and the sleeve 30 may be re-
moved upwardly from the reduced portion 28 of the
pedestal 11 and the book supports together with the
sleeve 30 folded to the position shown in Fig. 6. It
will be understood that in this position the retaining
member 41 has been rotated through an angle of 90
degrees so that it Hes substantially in the plane occupied
by the book supports instead of a plane transverse to
that of the supports as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. When
the parts have been detached, as explained, they may
be readily stored in a comparatively small packing
carton.

While T have shown and described a preferred em-
bodiment of my invention, it will be understood that it
it not to be limited to all of the details shown, but is
capable of modification and variation within the spirit
of the invention and within the scope of the claims.

What I claim is:

1. A support for a book or the like comprising a base,
a pedestal rising therefrom, a support structure, said
structure comprising an element rotatably mounted on
said pedestal, a pair of downwardly depending rack mem-
bers hinged to said element at their upper edges and a
retaining member for holding said members in inclined
positions diverging downwardly from their hinged edges,
said means comprising a rigid member having downward-
ly turned ends, the body of said member being slidably
carried by said pedestal, said rack members having open-
ings in which the downwardly turned ends of said U-
shaped member are received.

2. A support for a book or the like comprising a base,
a pedestal rising therefrom, a support structure rotatably
mounted on said pedestal, said structure comprising a pair
of downwardly depending rack members, a bar to which
said members are hinged at their upper edges, means ro-
tatably mounting said bar on said pedestal and a retain-
ing member for holding said members in inclined positions
diverging downwardly from their hinged edges, said re-
taining member comprising a rigid member having down-
wardly turned ends, the body of said member being slid-
ably carried by said pedestal, and said rack members being
provided with eyes in which said down turned ends are
received.

3. A support for a book or the like comprising a base,
a pedestal rising therefrom, a support structure, said struc-
ture comprising an element rotatably mounted on said
pedestal, a pair of downwardly depending rack members
hinged to said element at their upper edges, and a retain-
ing member for holding said members in inclined posi-
tions diverging downwardly from their hinged edges, said
means comprising a rigid member having downwardly
turned ends, the body of said member being slidably and
rotatably carried by said pedestal, said rack members hav-
ing openings in which the downwardly turned ends of said
U-shaped member are received.

4. A support for books or the like comprising a base,
a pedestal rising from the base and detachably secured
thereto, a sleeve rotatably and slidably mounted on said
pedestal, a horizontal bar carried by said sleeve, a pair
of rack members pivoted to said bar at their upper ends,
releasable means for retaining said members in inclined
positions, each of said members having a ledge at its lower
end, and the vertical dimension of one of said members
being shorter than that of the other whereby when said
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retaining means is released said members may be folded 695,810
closely together about said bar. 988,269
1,539,042
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