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This invention relates to a new and improved 
clothespin of which the following is a specifica 
tion. . 
The primary object of this invention resides 

in the provision of a clothespin which is adapted 
to be freely slidably positioned upon a clothesline 
to enable it to be brought to a position desired 
where it is then adapted to be removably secured 
to the line in said position thus allowing the se 
lective positioning of a plurality of pins relative 
to one another to adapt them to the size and 
shape of clothing to be hung. 
Another object of this invention is the provi 

sion of a clothespin constructed with a quickly 
and easily operated reliable clamping means at 
the lower depending end thereof allowing the se 
lectively clamping and release of clothing and 
like articles from a depending position relative 
thereto. 
A further object of this invention resides in 

the provision of a clothespin of the character de 
Scribed which is of an extremely simple, durable 
and inexpensive design and construction making 
it readily available to the general public at a 
conservative cost. 

Still further improvements and advantages of 
this invention will readily appear to those skilled 
in the art when the following description is read 
in the light of the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the clothespin. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the pin as illus 

trated in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a partial front view of the pin secured 

to a clothesline. 
Fig. 4 is a partial side elevation of the clamp 

ing means in an open position. 
Referring now to the accompanying drawings 

which illustrate the preferred embodiment of this 
invention and in which like numerals indicate 
similar parts throughout A designates the main 
body of the clothespin composed of a pair of 
identical wire members and 2 of resilient mate 
rial formed into an overlying substantially figure 
8 body with the two free ends at one end thereof 
enlarged into a pair of abutting clamping pieces 
3 and 4 while the upper free ends thereof are 
braided in three or more twisted braids 5 and 
then formed into a substantially closed loop. The 
loop 6 is formed by the upper free ends of the 
wires and 2 being laterally oppositely directed, 
as at 2 and 3, then upwardly directed, as at 
f4 and 5, in laterally offset relation to the braids 
5, and then oppositely inwardly directed, as at 
6 and 7, in vertically overlapped relation. The 
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2. 
inner or lower free end is formed with an in 
wardly or downwardly-directed hook 8, while 
the upper or outer free end is formed with an 
outwardly or upwardly-directed flared portion 
9. A restricted passage 7 is formed between the 
inwardly-directed portions: 6 and 17, with the 
flared end 9 serving as a guide to facilitate the 
insertion of a clothesline B therein, Figure 3. 
The hook 8, on the contrary, provides means 
for maintaining the line B in the loop 6, Fig 
ure 1, against accidental lodgment in passage 7, 
although the back of the hook 8 provides a 
flared entrance 20 for the passage when the en 
trance of clothesline B therein is desired. 
The outer surface of the lower leg 22 of wire 

, in the curve of the lower half of the figure 8, 
is provided with a plurality of spaced notches 9 
therealong, and a U-shaped bar 0, the free ends 
of which are pivotally secured to one leg 23 of 
the wire 2 at a point laterally opposite to the 
notches 9 by any suitable pivot, as the pintle 

carried by the leg 23. The arrangement is 
Such that the bight 2 of the bar iO extends 
around the wire to engage selectively and re 
siliently the notches 9 and maintain the clamping 
pieces 3 and 4 against separation. 
With the curvature of the legs 22 and 23 of 

wires and 2 being outward as they progress 
downwardly, the engagement of the bar 0 with 
the lower notches will tend to clamp the pieces 
4 and 5 in adjacent abutment adapting them to 
retain articles of clothing or the like therebe 
tween, While an upWard Swinging movement of 
the bar to a point above the notches 9 will allow 
the resilience of the overlapped wires to spread 
the pieces 3 and 4 apart releasing the articles from 
therebetween. 
A clothesline B is allowed to be forcibly in 

serted into passage 7 between the free ends 6 
and 7 of the loop 6 against their abutting re 
silience to a free position within the loop 6 allow 
ing the pin to be suspended therefrom and se 
lectively positioned therealong. 
When it is desirable to securely position the 

pin at a desired point on the line, the line may 
be quickly and easily moved to a position in pas 
Sage 7 between the free ends 6 and T of the 
wires, as illustrated in Fig. 3, where the resilience 
of the ends clamps the line securely therebe 
tween preventing the pin from being blown from 
or along the line by a high wind and possibly 
releasing or bunching wet clothes or the like se 
cured thereto. 
Thus it may be readily seen that a new and 

useful clothespin has been provided which is of 



3 
an inexpensive and durable design and which 
is reliable and easily operable in use. 
Having thus described and explained this in 

vention and with full belief that modifications in 
size, materials and general characteristics Would 
not constitute a departure from the spirit of this 
invention what I desire to claim in Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. A clothespin, comprising a substantially 
closed large loop for receiving the clothesline 
therein to support the clothespin, said loop com 
prising opposed transversely spaced sides made 
of resilient material and formed at their top ends". 
to provide laterally inwardly extending elon 

l5 spaced overlapping relation, the extensions pro 
jecting transversely of the clothespin in opposite. 

gated transverse extensions arranged in closely 

directions and having free ends terminating ad 
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jacent to the opposite sides of the loop, the ex-: , ; 
tensions forming a narrow elongated transverse 
passage at the top of the loop and extending sub 
stantially for the full width of the loop between 
the sides of the loop, the passage serving to per 
mit the introduction of the clothesline, into the 
loop, the elongated extensions yielding to per 
mit the passage of the clothesline through the 
narrow passage, and means secured to the loop 
below the clothesline for engaging clothes to con 
nect them with the clothesline. 

2. A clothespin, comprising a large substan 
tially closed loop for receiving the clothesline 
therein to Support the clothespin, said loop com 
prising opposed transversely spaced sides made 
of resilient material and bent at their tops to 
form laterally inwardly extending elongated 
Curved transverse extensions arranged in closely 
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4. 
laterally spaced superposed relation at the top 
of the clothespin, said elongated extensions pro 
jecting transversely of the clothespin in opposite 
directions and having free ends terminating ad 
jacent to the opposite sides of the loop, the exten 
Sions forming a narrow elongated curved trans 
verse passage at the top of the loop and extending 
Substantially for the entire width of the loop be 
tween the sides of the loop, the passage serving 
to permit the introduction of the clothesline into 
the "loop and the removal of the clothesline 
therefrom, and resilient clamp means secured to 
the loop below the clothesline for engaging 
clothes to clamp the same in suspended relation 
with respect to the clothesline. 
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