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This invention relates to files, binders, and 
the like for letters, loose leaves, or other 
papers, and refers more particularly to that 
type of file provided with one or more metal 
prongs attached to a bage or cover part of 
the file, the letters or papers to be filed be 
ing punched with one or more holes and 
adapted to be placed upon the said metal 
prongs, the arrangement being Such that the 
said prong or prongs is or are movable rela 
tive to the cover or base of the file to provide 
an opening to permit of papers being placed 
on, or removed from the said prong or prongs 
when desired. . . . . 
One of the objects of the present inven 

tion is to provide a generally improved file 
which will permit of more complete access 
to the papers for examination while in the 
file, and a further object of the present in 
vention is to construct the file so that it can 
be easily manipulated for the insertion or re 

Referring to the drawings:-- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a part 

of a file constructed according to this in 
vention. ... ' 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of another 
part of the file constructed according to this 
invention. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the same 
file showing the parts illustrated in Figures 
1 and 2 assembled together. 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal section showing 
the parts illustrated in Figure 3 in a different 
position. - 

Figures 1 to 4. 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the file 

with its parts positioned ready for the ap 
plication of the transferring device, to it. 

ferring device for use with the file shown in 

Figure 7 is a similar view to Figure 6 but 
showing the transferring device applied to 
the file. . . . . . . . 

In the embodiment of my invention shown 
in the drawings provide a file having a cov 
er comprising two back portions 1 and 2 con 
nected together by an intermediate end por 
tion 3, and the cover portions. 1 and 2 being 

the inner transverse edges at 4 and 5. 
A bracket 6 is fixed to the end portion 3 of 

the file cover at or about the centre of such 
end and near the edge 5thereof; the bracket 
6 is provided with turned-over parts 7 which 
carry a spindle 8 arranged transversely of 
the length of the open cover of the file and 

suitably hinged to the end portion 3 along 

55 

this spindle is provided for the pivoting of 
a hinged arm 9 to the upper end of which is 
fixed a pair of primary prongs 10, 11. The 
primary prongs 10, 11 are spaced apart and 
are arranged to extend longitudinally of the 
cover of the file and are formed from a length 
of metal wire bent into U-shaped form in plan 
and curved upwardly from their ends as seen 
in side elevation. - 
Cooperating supporting guides 12 and 13 

are provided for the prongs 10 and 11 respec 
tively and these supporting guides are ar 
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ranged at the opposite edge of the end por 
tion 3 of the cover of the file to the bracket 6. 
The supporting guides 12 and 13 are each 
provided with a recess marked 14 and 15 re 
spectively in the drawings for the reception 
of the free ends of the prongs 10 and 11. 
The two supporting guides 12 and 13 are 

15 

preferably formed from a sheet-metal blank. 
and are connected together by a transverse 
part 16. 80 
The supporting guides 12 and 18 are also 

preferably connected to the bracket 6 by lon 
gitudinal angle-section members 17 and 18. 
The hinged arm 9 is provided with an arm 

19 to which is fixed one end of a blade spring 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a trans. 20, the other end of this spring being adapted 

85 

to engage in a slot 21 in a bracket 22, fixed 
to the end part 3 of the cover of the file some 
what as shown in the drawings. This bracket 
22 preferably forms an integral part of the 
blank from which the supporting guides 12 

90 

and 13 are formed, but alternatively the 
bracket may be made separate from the said 
blank. . 
The slot 21 in the bracket 22 is preferably 

ing engaged in or released from the slot by 
swinging it about the rivet 24 by which the 
spring is attached to the arm 19. 
The arm 19 is provided with an extension 

95 
open ended at 23 to permit of the spring be 
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25 which is preferably dished longitudinally 
so as to be substantially V-shaped in cross 
section. This extension is adapted to be en 
gaged on its under side by a lever arm 26 fixed 
on a spindle 27, carried in bearings in one of 
the members 18 and in a bracket 28 fixed to, 
or forming an integral part of the bracket 6. 
The lever arm 26 is retained in engagement 
with the projection 25 by means of a coil 
spring 29 mounted on the spindle 27 and hay 
ing its opposite ends engaged respectively 
with the lever arm 25 and the member 18, this 
spring tending to turn the spindle 27 in a 
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clockwise direction as seen from the operat 
ing handle eld of the spindle. 
The spindle 27 is provided with an up 

turned end 30 which forms an operating han 
dle. The file is opened so that papers can be 
placed thereon or taken therefrom, by turn 
ing the spindle 27 through the medium of the 
handle 30, the opening of the prongs being 
accomplished by the lever arm 26 engaging 
the projection 25 and turning the arm 9 carry 
ing the prongs upon its pivot. 
When the prongs 10 and 11 are in a partly 

open position for placing papers on them the 
handle. 30 on the spindle 27 occupies a posi 
tion somewhat as shown in dotted lines at 
31. The prongs are closed after the papers 
have been put on them, either by taking hold 
of the lever 30 and turning it, in a direction 
opposite to that in which it is turned for 
opening the prongs or by closing the cover of 
the file and so causing the part 2 of the 
cover to engage the handle 31 and turn the 
spindle 27. 
The parts for opening and closing the pri 

mary prongs of the file are disposed so that 
there is an over-dead-centre arrangement be 
tween the projection 25 and lever arm 26, . 
whereby in cooperation with the spring 20 
the prongs are retained in either their open 
position or their closed position depending 
upon the position of the lever arm 26. 
In order to facilitate the inspection of the 

papers on the file or the removal of papers 
from the file or the placing of papers on the file, a set of secondary prongs is provided 
which cooperate with the primary prongs as 
will hereinafter be described. 
Each file may be provided with secondary 

prongs but it is only considered necessary 
in practice to employ one set of secondary 
prongs with each 10 or 12 files and to this end 
the secondary prongs are detachable iron 
the file in addition to being movable for en 
gaging them with, or disengaging them from 
the primary prongs. 
The drawings illustrate at Figure 2 a set 

of secondary prongs 32, 33 and the parts con 
nected there with, detached from a file. The 
secondary prongs 32 and 33 are provided 
with sockets or recesses at their free ends 34. 
and the primary prongs 10 and 11 are pro 
vided with spigots 35 which are adapted to 
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engage in the sockets in the secondary 
prongs. 

The secondary prongs form part of a U 
shaped frame 36 having a transverse part 37 
hingedly mounted on a hinged arm. 38. 
The hinged arm 38 is fixed on a spindle 39 

carried in bearings 40 provided on a bracket 
41 adapted to be secured to the cover 1 oi 
the file. The spindle 39 extends in one di 
rection beyond one of the bearings 40 and is 
provided with an operating handle or lever 
arm at its outer end. 
The secondary prongs 32 and 33 are braced 

together by a transverse member 43 which is 
provided with hooks 44 at opposite ends to 
which hooks are connected the ends of a coiled 
spring 45 engaged at or about its centre with 
a hook member 46, carried by the bracket 41. 
This spring is so disposed that it tends to re 
tain the prongs in either a forward or rear 
ward position. The prongs are shown in 
Figure 2 in a rearward position and to ad 
vance the prongs the spindle 39 has to be 
turned in its bearings through the medium 
of the lever 32. 
The bracket 41 is attached to the file by 

means of a projection 47 carried by the 
bracket, 41 and which may conveniently take 
the form of a length of wire adapted to en 
gage in an eye 48 provided on the cover 1 of 
the file as is shown clearly in Figure 3 and 
by means of a bolt arrangement adapted to 
engage with the supporting guides 12 and 
13. 
The bolt arrangement comprises a fixed 

pin 49 secured to an upturned portion 50 
of the bracket, 41 and which pin is adapted 
to engage in a hole 51 formed in the support 
ing guide 12 as is clearly shown in Figures 
and 3. 
A slidable pin 52 is also provided and is 

adapted to engage with a hole in the sup 
porting guide 13, which hole is exactly like 
the one in the supporting guide 12. The 
slidable pin 52 is spring-pressed in an out 
ward direction and is provided with a collar 
53 by which it can be slidden in its bearings 
and so disengaged from the supporting guide 
13. 
The bracket 41 is fixed to the file by first 

engaging the projection 47 with the eye 48 
and then engaging the fixed pin 49 with the 
hole 51 in the supporting guide 13. 
This arrangement of mounting the bracket 

41 in the file is such as to permit of the file 
being closed whilst the secondary prongs are 
in position on the file, the movement of the 
file during the closing thereof causing the 
projection 47 to slide in the eye 48 and the 
bracket 46 to be rotated about the pins 51 and 
52. When the wire is in its opened position 
the bracket 41 occupies an inclined position 
as is shown in Figure 4, whilst when the file 
is closed with the secondary prongs in posi 
tion the bracket 41 lies substantially parallel 
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. adjacent to the part 1 of the cover of the 
Ille. . . . . - - 

When the secondary prongs are attached to 
the file their inner socketed ends rest in the 
recesses. 14 and 15 adjacent to the spigoted 
ends of the primary prongs 10 and 11. 
When the secondary prongs are so disposed, 

by turning the spindle 39 through the me 
dium of the handle 42, these prongs can be 
engaged with the primary prongs and con 
tinued movement of the handle 42 causes the 
two sets of prongs to rise clear of the Support 
ing guides 12 and 13 so that they form a 
complete or continuous arch or bridge over 
such supports So that papers can be slidden 
from the primary prongs on to the secondary 
prongs and opened out substantially flatly so 
that they can be inspected or new papers may 
be placed on the file, or papers may be taken 

If papers are to be added to 
or taken from the midst of the papers on the 
from the file. 

file, some of the papers on the file are moved 
on to the secondary prongs whilst these prongs. 
are engaging the primary prongs to form the 
continuous bridge, the secondary prongs are 
then lowered and then the new papers are 
placed on the primary prongs or are taken 
When the secondary prongs are lowered as 

just described, the primary prongs remain 
in their raised position by virtue of the lever 
arm 26 supporting the projection 25. It will 
be understood that when the primary prongs 
10 and 11 are raised by the secondary prongs 
32 and 33 the spring on the spindle 27 causes 
the lever arm 26 to engage under the projec 
tion 25 which projection rises with the prongs 
10 and 11. - . . . . . * 

When the new papers have been added to, 
or the old papers have been removed from 
the primary prongs the latter are lowered 
and the secondary prongs. 32 and 33 will ad 
vance to again form the continuous bridge 
and the papers on the secondary prongs are 
transferred to the primary prongs. The sec 
ondary and primary prongs are then lowered 
in turn. The secondary prongs may be re. 
moved from the file or not as desired before 
the file is closed. . . 

50 
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To facilitate the transferring of papers 
from one file to another a set of transfer 
prongs 54 and 55 are provided, and these 
prongs are conveniently formed from a 
length of Wire as shown in Figure 5, and the 
prongs 54 and 55 are connected together at 
one end by means of a transverse portion 
56 which is pivotally mounted in a turned 
over part 57 of an upturned end 58 of a de 
tachable bracket 59. 

60 The bracket 59 is provided with a turned 
up part 58 at one end and at the opposite 
end is provided with a turned-up part 60 hav 
ing a horizontal extension 61 with a down 

65 
wardly extending lip 62, the parts 60, 61, and 
62 forming a portion of approximately hook 

3 

form. The parts 61 and 62 and the upper 
part of the portion 60 are not quite so wide as 
the lower portion of the part 60. The bracket 
59 is wider adjacent the upturned end 60 than 
at the end adjacent the upturned portion 58. 
The bracket 59 is adapted to be attached to 

the file for the transfer of papers from the 
primary prongs and this cannot be accom 
plished until the primary prongs have been 
moved in a raised position such as is shown 
in Figure 6 of the drawings. In order to 
enable these prongs to be raised the blade 
spring 20 is rotated upon the rivet 24 and 
disengaged from the slot 21 in the bracket 22 
and the arm 9 carrying the primary prongs 
is rotated upon the spindle 8. 
The bracket 59 is then placed on the file 

by engaging the hook-like end of the turned 

O 

up part 60 over the Supporting guides 12 and 
13 as shown in Figure 7 so that the transfer 85 
prongs are in a position such that they can 

form a continuous arch or bridge as also 
shown in Figure 7. . . . . 
The bracket 59 is locked in the position 

be engaged with the secondary prongs to 

-- Y - - - ion 90 shown in Figure 7 by means of a projection 
63 on a lever 64 pivoted at 65 to the bracket, 
which projection is adapted to engage in the 
slot 21 in the bracket 22 in which slot the 
blade spring 20 normally engages. 
The bracket 59 is cut away at 66 to per mit of the engagement of the projection 63 

with the slot 21. . . 

95. 

To transfer papers from one file to a trans 
fer file the papers are first moved on to the 
Secondary prongs in the manner hereinbe 
fore described, the secondary prongs are low 

the primary prongs are raised as also shown 
in Figure 6. The transfer prongs 54 and 55 
are then engaged with the secondary prongs 
as illustrated in Figure 7 and the papers in 
itially moved on to the secondary prongs are 
now moved on to the transfer prongs. The 
secondary prongs are then retracted and the 
locked in this lowered position by means of 
a pivotal locking clip67 shown clearly in 
Figure 5 which is provided with a somewhat 
spiral path in which one of the transfer 
prongs is adapted to be engaged. The trans 
fer prongs are then removed from the file 
and the papers are transferred to another 

too 

ered into the position shown in Figure 6 and 
105 

115 

file by a reversal of the operations already 
described for transferring, or the transfer 
prongs together with the bracket 59 are 
mounted in a cover. ... . . . 
A cover for receiving the transfer bracket 

59 is shown in Figure 5 and provided with a 
plate member 68 provided with spaced loop 
members 69 adapted to pass through holes or 

has been placed on them. . . . 
While in accordance with the provisions of 

20 

apertures 70 in the bracket 59 and to receive 
locking rods 71 after the transfer bracket, 59. 

130 

0. 
transfer prongs are also lowered and are .. 



4. 
the statutes, I have illustrated and described 
the best form of embodiment of my invention 
now known to me, it will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that changes may be made 
in the form of the apparatus disclosed with 
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out departing from the spirit of my inven 
tion as set forth in the appended claims, and 
that in some cases certain features of my in 
vention may be used to advantage without a 
corresponding use of other features. - 
What I claim then is:- 
1. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 

like comprising one or more primary prongs, 
mounting ineans therefor, a supporting 
guide with which the primary prong or 
prongs is or are adapted normally to engage, 
and a secondary or extension prong for each 
primary prong adapted to be engaged with 
the corresponding primary prong in a man 
ner such that the latter is raised from the 
supporting guide and a continuous bridge is 
formed over the latter by such engaged pri 
mary and secondary prongs. 

2. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like comprising one or more primary prongs, 
mounting means therefor, a supporting 
guide with which the primary prong or 
prongs is Or are adapted normally to engage, 
a secondary or extension prong for each pri 
mary prong, said secondary prong, or prongs 
being mounted in a movable manner for at 
tachment to cover of the file and each being 
adapted to be engaged with the correspond 
ing primary prong in a manner such that the 
latter is raised from the supporting guide 
and a continuous bridge is formed over the 
latter by such engaged primary and second 
ary prongs. - 

3. A file for letters, sheets, papers and th 
like comprising one or more primary prongs 
pivotally associated with the cover of the file, 
a supporting guide for each primary prong 
and with which the primary prong is adapt 
ed normally to engage, said supporting guide 
or guides being mounted on the cover of the 
file so as to be capable of receiving the end 
or ends of said prong or prongs, a secondary 
or extension prong for said primary prong, 
said secondary prong or prongs being adapt 
ed to be engaged with the corresponding pri 
mary prong or prongs and mechanical means 
for advancing or retracting said secondary 
prongs in relation to the primary prongs in 
a manner such that the latter is or are raised 
from the supporting guide and a continuous 
bridge is formed over the latter by such en 
gaged primary and secondary prongs. . 

4. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like comprising one or more primary prongs 
hingedly associated with the cover of the file, 
a supporting guide for each primary prong 
and with which the primary prong is adapt 
ed normally to engage, said supporting guide 
or guides being mounted on the cover of the 

65 file so as to be capable of receiving the end 
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or ends of said prong or prongs, a secondary 
or extension prong for each primary prong, 
a secondary crank pivotally carrying said 
secondary prong or prongs, and itself pivot 
ally associated with the said file cover, an op 
erating member adapted to turn said second 
alry crank about its pivot, said Secondary 
prong or prongs being movable thereby to or 
from the primary prong or prongs, said Sec 
Ondary prong or prongs being adapted to in 
terengage with the primary prong or prongs 
in a manner such that continued advance 
ment of the secondary prong or prongs to 
wards the primary prong or prongs causes 
all the prongs to rise and form a bridge or 
bridges over the Supporting guide or guides, 
such bridge or bridges enabling the letters, 
sheets, or papers on the file to be spread out 
on or moved on to the secondary prongs. 

5. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like comprising a cover primary prongs, a 
pivotal primary crank carrying said pri 
mary prongs, a primary crank operating 
lever arm, operating means therefor, spring 
means adapted to retain said primary prongs 
in a closed position or in cooperation with 
the said lever arm, in an open position, said 
primary crank operating lever arm being 
adapted to control the movement of said 
prongs into said two positions, means asso 
ciated with the said file cover adapted to 
carry said primary crank and primary crank 
Operating lever arm, a Supporting guide for 
Said primary prong and with which the pri 
mary prong is adapted normally to engage, 
said supporting guide or guides being mount 
ed on the cover of the file so as to be capable 
of receiving the end of said prong, a sec 
Ondary or extension prong for each primary 
prong, a pivotal secondary crank carrying 
Said secondary prongs, an operating member 
adapted to turn said secondary crank about 
its pivot, a bracket detachably associated 
with the file and adapted to carry the said 
Secondary prongs and the parts connected 
there with, said secondary prongs being mov 
able to and from the primary prongs through 
the medium of said secondary crank and op 
erating members and being adapted to inter 
engage with the primary prongs in a manner 
Such that continued advancement of the sec 
Ondary prongs towards the primary prongs 
causes all the prongs to rise and form bridges 
Over the Supporting guide or guides, such 
bridges enabling the letters, sheets, or papers 
on the file to be spread out on or moved on to 
the secondary prongs. 

6. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like comprising a primary prong, mounting 
means therefor, a supporting guide with 
which the primary prong is adapted nor 
mally to engage, a secondary or extension 
prong for said primary prong, mounting 
means for said secondary prong, the sec 
Ondary prong being adapted to engage nor 

Y0 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

O) 

E. 

2. 

25 

30 

  



1,805,939 

mally the Supporting guide, said secondary 
prong being adapted to be engaged with the 
corresponding primary prong in a manner. 
Such that the latter is raised from the sup 
porting guide and a continuous bridge is 
formed over the latter by such engaged pri 
mary and secondary prongs, detachable 
means carrying one or more transfer prongs 

O 

15 

20 

adapted to be mounted on the file in a man 
her such that each transfer prong can engage 
a secondary prong in place of a primary 
prong and so form a continuous bridge over 
the said supporting guides, said primary 
prong or prongs being adapted to be moved 
into an out-of-the-way position to allow of 
the mounting of the said transfer prongs on 
the cover of the file. . . . 

7. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like comprising a cover, one or more pri 
mary prongs, piyotally associated with said 
cover, a Supporting guide for each primary 
prong and with which the primary prong is 
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bracket in said cover. 

adapted normally to engage, Said supporting 
guide or guides being mounted on the cover 
of the file so as to be capable of receiving the 
end or ends of said prong or prongs, a sec 
Ondary or extension prong for said primary 
prong also adapted to engage normally the 
supporting guide, said secondary prongs 
being adapted to be engaged with the cor 
responding primary prong or prongs, me 
chanical means for advancing or retracting 
Said secondary prongs in relation to the pri 
mary prongs, in a manner such that the 
latter is or are raised from the supporting 
guide and a continuous bridge is formed over 
the latter by such engaged primary and sec 
ondary prongs, a detachable transfer bracket 
carrying prongs adapted to be mounted on 
the file in a manner such that each transfer prong can engage a secondary prong in place 
of a primary prong and so form a continuous 
bridge over the said supporting guides, said 
primary prongs being adapted to be moved 
into an out-of-the-way position to allow of 
the mounting of the said transfer prongs on 
the cover of the file. . . . . 

8. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like according to claim 7, having in combina 
tion there with a transfer cover adapted to re 
ceive said bracket carrying the transfer prong 
or prongs, and means for Securing said 

9. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like comprising a cover, primary prongs, a 
pivotal primary crank carrying said primary 
prongs, a primary crank operating lever arm, . 
operating means therefor, spring means 
adapted to retain Said primary prongs in a 
closed position or, in cooperation with the 
said lever arm, in an open position, said 
spring means comprising a blade spring piv; 
otally connected at one end to Said pivotal 
primary crank, a bracket associated with the 
said cover and having an open-ended-slot in 

to turn said secondary crank about its 
and a bracket detachably associated with the 
file and adapted to carry the said secondary 

which the non-pivoted end of said blade 
spring is adapted normally to be anchored, 

5 

said spring being releasable from said an 
chorage to permit of the primary prongs be 
ing moved into an out-of-the-way position, 
said primary crank operating lever arm being 
adapted to control the movement of said 
prongs into said two positions, means asso 
ciated with the file cover adapted to carry 
Said primary crank and primary crank oper 

70 

75 
ating lever arm, a supporting guide for each 
primary prong and with which the primary 
prong is adapted normally to engage, Said 
supporting guide or guides being mounted on 
the cover of the file so as to be capable of re 
ceiving the end of said prong, a secondary or 

80 

extension prong for each primary prong, a 
pivotal secondary crank carrying said sec 
ondary prongs, an operating member adapted 

pivot 

prongs and the parts connected therewith, 
said secondary prongs being movable to and 
from the primary prongs through the medi 
um of said secondary crank and operating 
members, said secondary prongs 

90 

being 
adapted to be interengaged with the primary 
prongs in a manner such that continued ad 
vancement of the secondary prongs towards 
the primary prongs causes all the prongs to 

95 
rise and form a bridge or bridges over the 
supporting guide or guides, such bridge or 
bridges enabling the letters, sheets or papers 
on the file to be spread out on or moved on 
to the secondary prongs, and a detachable 
transfer bracket carrying transfer prongs 
adapted to be mounted on the file in a man 

100 

ner such that each transfer prong can en 
gage a secondary prong in place of a primary 
prong and so form a continuous bridge over 
the said supporting guides, said primary 

105 

prongs being adapted to be moved into an 
out-of-the-way position to allow of the 
mounting of the said transfer prongs on the 
cover of the file. . 

10. A file for letters, 
the like, comprising one or more prongs, a 
support with which these prongs are adapted 
to engage, said prongs being adapted nor 
mally to form an arch of short span on which 
the sheets are adapted normally to be filed, 
additional means, adapted to cooperate with 
said prong or prongs for forming an exten 
ision of said prongs and providing a continu 
ous bridge or arch extending Over said prong 
s'ss 

0 

sheets, papers and 

5 

120 . . 

engaging means having a long span and on 
which the sheets can be moved. 

11. A file for letters, sheets, papers and 
the like, comprising one or more prongs, a 
support with which these prongs are adapted 
to engage, said prongs being adapted nor 
mally to form an arch of short span on which 

125 

the sheets are adapted normally to be filed, 
additional secondary means adapted to co 130 
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operate with said prong or prongs for form 
ing an extension of said prongs and provid 
ing a continuous bridge or arch extending 
over said prong-engaging means having a 
long span on which the sheets can be moved, 
and transfer means adapted to cooperate with 
said secondary means instead of said primary 
prongs to form a continuous bridge over 
which the sheets can be moved for trans 
ferring them from said secondary means to 
the transfer means and said transfer means 
being detachable from the file. 

12. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like, comprising one or more pairs of prongs, 
means for carrying the prongs, each pair of 
prongs comprising a primary prong and a 
secondary prong, one prong of each pair of 
prongs being pivotally associated with the 
said carrying means, the other prong of the 
Same pair of prongs being mounted movably 
on said carrying means and movable to and 
from the other prong, and means for ef 
fecting such movement, the advancing move 
ment of the said prong being adapted to 
cause the pair of prongs to rise and form a 
continuous bridge of relatively wide span, 
whilst the said retraction movement causes 
the disengagement of the prongs. 

13. A file for letters, sheets, papers and the 
like, comprising in combination a cover hav 
ing an end portion and two side portions 
hingedly attached to said end portion, pri 
mary prongs, a pivotal primary crank carry 
ing said primary prongs, a primary crank 
operating lever arm, an operating handle 
therefor, an extension on said pivotal pri 
mary crank with which said operating lever 
arm is adapted to engage, spring means for 
retaining such operating lever arm in en 
gagement with said extension, spring means 
adapted to retain said primary prongs in a 
closed position, or, in co-operation with the 
said lever arm, in an open position, said 
spring means comprising a blade spring piv 
otally connected at one end to said pivotal 
primary crank, a bracket associated with the 
cover of the file and having an open ended 
slot in which the non-pivoted end of said 
blade spring is adapted normally to be an 
chored, said spring being releasable from 
said anchorage to permit of the primary 
prongs being moved into an out-of-the-way 
position, said primary crank operating lever 
arm being adapted to control the movement of 
said prongs into said two positions, the dis 
position of said operating handle being such 
that if, when moving one of the side por 
tions of the file cover from an open to a closed 
position, the primary prongs are in a raised 
position, the said side portion of the cover 
is adapted to engage the said operating han 
dle and effect automatically the lowering of 
the primary prongs, means associated with 
the file cover adapted to carry said primary 
crank, primary crank operating lever arm, 
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and operating handle, a supporting guide for 
each primary prong, said supporting guide 
or guides being mounted on the cover of the 
file so as to be capable of receiving the end 
of said prong, and a secondary or extension 
prong for each primary prong also normally 
adapted to engage the supporting guide, a 
pivotal secondary crank carrying said Sec 
ondary prongs, a bracket by which said Sec 
ondary crank and operating levers are car 
Iried, an operating member adapted to turn 
said secondary crank about its pivot, and 
means for detachably associating said 
bracket with the parts of the file, said sec 
ondary prongs being movable to and from 
the primary prongs through the medium of 
said secondary crank and operating mem 
bers, said secondary prongs being adapted 
to be interengaged with the primary prongs 
in a manner such that continued advance 
ment of the secondary prongs towards the 
primary prongs causes all the prongs to rise 
and form a bridge or bridges over the Sup 
porting guide or guides, such bridges en 
abling the letters, sheets, or papers on the file 
to be spread out on, or moved on to, the sec 
ondary prongs, a detachable transfer bracket 
carrying transfer prongs adapted to be 
mounted on the file in a manner such that each 
transfer prong can engage a Secondary prong 
in place of a primary prong and so form a 
continuous bridge over the said supporting 
guides, said primary prongs being adapted 
to be moved into an out-of-the-way posi 
tion to allow of the mounting of the said 
transfer prongs on the cover of the file, a 
transfer cover adapted to receive said brack 
et carrying the transfer prong or prongs, and 
means for securing said bracket in said 
cover. 

14. A file for letters, sheets, papers and 
the like, comprising in combination a cover 
having an end portion and two side portions 
hingedly attached to said end portion, pri 
mary prongs, a pivotal primary crank car 
rying said primary prongs, a primary crank 
operating lever arm, an operating handle 
therefor, an extension on said pivotal primary 
crank with which said operating lever arm is 
adapted to engage, spring means for retain 
ing such operating lever arm in engagement 
with said extension, spring means adapted to 
retain said primary prongs in a closed posi 
tion, or, in cooperation with the said lever 
arm, in an open position, said spring means 
comprising a blade spring pivotally con 
nected at One end to said pivotal primary 
Crank, a bracket associated with the cover of 
the file and having an open-ended slot in 
which the non-pivoted end of said blade 
Spring is adapted normally to be anchored, 
Said Spring being releasable from said 
anchorage to permit of the primary prongs 
being moved into an out-of-the-way position, 
said primary crank operating lever arm be 
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ing adapted to control the movement of said prongs into said two positions, the disposition 
of said operating handle being such that if, 
when moving one of the side portions of the 
file cover from an open to a closed position, 
the primary prongs are in a raised position, 
the said side portion of the cover is adapted 
to engage the said operating handle and effect 
automatically the lowering of the primary 
prongs, means associated with the file cover 
adapted to carry said primary crank, primary 
crank operating lever arm, and said operat 
ing handle, a supporting guide for each pri 
mary prong, said Supporting guide or 
guides being mounted on the cover of the file 
so as to be capable of receiving the end of . 
said prong, and a secondary or extension 
prong for each primary prong also adapted 
to engage normally the Supporting guide, a 
pivotal secondary crank carrying saidsecond 
ary prongs, a bracket by which said secondary 
crank and operating lever are carried, an 
operating member adapted to turn said sec 
ondary crank about its pivot, and means for 
detachably associating said bracket With the 
parts of the file in a manner such that the 
file can be opened or closed. With the said 
bracket in position in the file, said secondary 
prongs being movable to and from the pri 
mary prongs through the medium of said 
secondary crank and operating members, said 
secondary prongs being adapted to interen 
gage with the primary prongs in a manner 
such that continued advancement of the sec 
ondary prongs towards the primary prongs 
causes all the prongs to rise and form a bridge 
or bridges over the supporting guide, or 
guides, such bridges enabling the letters, 
sheets, or papers on the file to be spread out 
On, or moved on to, the Secondary prongs, 
spring means adapted to retain the second 
ary prongs in either an advanced or a re 
tracted position, a detachable transfer brack 
et carrying transfer prongs adapted to be 
mounted on the file in a manner such that 
each transfer prong can engage a secondary 
prong in place of a primary prong and so 
form a continuous bridge over the said Sup 
porting guides, means for locking the said 
transfer bracket to a part of the file, said 
primary prongs being adapted to be moved 
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into an out-of-the-way position to allow of 
the mounting of the said transfer prongs on 
the cover of the file, a transfer cover adapted 
to receive said bracket carrying the transfer 
prong or prongs, and means for Securing said 
bracket in said cover. 

In witness whereof affix my signature. 
JOHN FREDERICK DIXON. 


