


Nov. 18, 1924. 1,516, 150 
G. R. CRAW 

SERVICE CABINET 

i Filled Sept. 4 923 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

série ( 6 tar- niveron 
9%=33------ ATTORNEY 

  



0 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

56 

Patented Nov. 18, 1924. 

UNITED STATES 

1,516, 25 

PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE R. CRAW, OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA. 

SERVICE CABINET. 

Application filed September 4, 1923. 

7'o all 'u' holm, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE R. CRAw, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
and resident of Fort Wayne, in the county 
of Allen and State of Indiana, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Service Cabinets, of which the fol 
lowing is a Specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

service cabinets for the reception of sup 
plies delivered by tradesmen, and the ob 
ject of the improvement is to provide ap 
paratus for receiving supplies which Will 
prevent unauthorized rennoval of the sup 
plies when deposited in the apparatus, and 
which will also admit of the reception of 
supplies in addition to previously deposited 
Supplies. 
These objects are accomplished by the 

construction illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which :- 

Fig. 1 is a vertical section of a construc 
tion embodying the invention ; V 

Fig. 2 is a cross-section of Fig. 1 on the 
line 2—2 thereof, there being also parts 
broken away; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section of Fig. 1 on 
the line 3—3 thereof; M 

Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are diagrams illustrative 
of the various positions of the movable parts 
at corresponding stages in the operation of 
the invention ; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary plan view show 
ing the construction of the bottom of the 
movable receptacle; - 

Fig. 8 is a side elevation projected from 
Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary plan view of the 
stationary platform for the repository; and 

Fig. 10 is a side elevation projected from 
Fig. 9. 
The characters appearing in the descrip 

tion refer to parts shown in the drawings 
and designated thereon by corresponding 
characters. 
The invention comprises essentially a re 

pository, a movable receptacle for receiving 
articles and conveying them into the re 
pository and two members for closing re 
spectively the inner end and the top of the 
receptacle. 
The repository consists of a cabinet 1 hav 

ing a chamber 2 tilherein that extends hori 
zontally from the front 3 to the back 4 
the front end of the chamber being closed 
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by a door 5. If so desired the cabinet may 
be constructed in the usual unmanner as a 
l'efrigerator in order that the chamber 2 
may be maintained at a low temperature. 
The movable receptacle consists of a 

drawer 6 positioned so as to slide from the 
back of the cabinet into the chamber 2 
thereof, the sidles 7 of the drawer being pro 
vided with grated openings to permit circu 
lation of air therethrough. The outer end 
9 of the drawer 6 has in connection there 
With an in Wardly protruding displacement 
block 10, and the bottom of the drawer is 
formed by a series of longitudinally dis 
posed parallel rods i 1 that are spaced apart 
and Secured at their respective ends by cor 
responding cross bars 12 and 13. A roller 
14 is provided at each end of the bar 12, 
which rollers bear upon the bottom i 15 of 
the chamber 2, and the cross bar 13 is Se 
cured to the inner face of the outer end 9 of 
the drawer beneath the block 10. A rod 16 
is arranged transversely at the bottom of 
tlhe chamber near the rear end thereof, each 
end of the rod being held loosely in place 
by a corresponding bracket 17, the for Ward 
end 18 of which projects upwardly in the 
path of the corresponding roller 14 so as to 
limit the outward movement of the dra Wer 
by obstructing the roller. In the lower part 
of the chamber 2 is fixed a horizontally dis 
posed platform 19, the rear end of which 
has a series of down turned Spaced fingerS 
20 with coresponding apertures 21 therebe 
tween and through which the rods 11 of the 
drawer extend and move freely as the 
drawer is opened and closed. The platform 
19 is spaced above the bottom 15 of the 
chamber sufficiently to admit of the free 
movement, beneath the platform, of the 
cross rod 12, the rollers 14 and the rods 11. 
The two members for the movable recep 

tacle consist respectively of a sliding cur 
tain 22 and a hinged lid 23. Each side of 
the curtain 22 extends into a groove 24 
in the corresponding side 7 of the dll'aWel', 
the groove extending horizontally in the 
inner face of the side of the drawer adjacent 
the upper edge thereof and continuting in 
a vertical course adjacent the inner end of 
the drawer to the bottom thereof, SO that 
when in one extreme position the Culrtain 
will close the inner end of the dira Wer com 
ple?ely, and when in the opposite extreme 
position will completely close the top of the 
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drawer, leaving the imner end of the drawer 
open and unobstructed. The lid 23 is hinged 
at its rear end to a plate 25 that is secured 
in a transverse position in the drawer to the 
sides thereof in a plane beneath the hori 
zontal path of the curtain, the front end 
of the lid when in closed position being Sup 
ported upon the upper end of the block 10. 
The hinges 26 for the lid 23 are located so 
tlhat the lid ninay be swung up wardly to its 
open position only when the curtain is 
moved to its extreme position in which it 
closes the inner end of the drawer and leaves 
the lid 23 fully exposed. The front section 
27 of the curtain, when moved so as to over 
lap the l'eaur end of the lid 23, prevents the 
opening of the lid and it will therefore be 
understood that the opening of the lid, and, 
consequently, access to the receptacle, may 
only take place when the curtain completely 
closes the inner end of the d'avver. This is 
an especial feature of the invention. A co 
ordinate feature is the provision whereby 
the curtain may be moved into its position, 
in which the inner end of the drawer is 
closed, only when the drawer is withdrawn 
from the chamber 2 to its outermost limi 
tation. This provision is accomplished by 
fixing to the inner end of the curtain a bar 
28 having at each end thereof a finger 29, 
and placing a fixed angular guide 30 on the 
inner face of each side of the chaimber. The 
horizontal branch 31 of each guide is ar 
ranged with its upper edge approximately 
in line with the top of the drawer, and when 
the curtain is positioned to close the top of 
the drawer, the fingers 29 on the bar 28 
extend in a plane slightly above that of the 
guides, and therefore, the fingers 29 will 
pass above the guides as the drawer is noved 
into the receptacle, and the horizontal 
branches of said guides will prevent the 
curtain from closing the inner end of the 
drawe" by obstructing downward movement 
Of the fingers. The vertical branch 32 of 
each guide is so located as to admit down 
ward movement of the fingers only when the 
dra Wer is in its Outermost position. and 
Wilheid the curtain is in position in which the 
real" end of the drawer is closed, or partially 
closed, the vertical branches 32 of the guides 
pi'eveinë the in Ward movement of the d’awer 
from its open position by obstructing the 
horizontal in Ward movement of said fingers. 
The guides project correspondingly from 
the sides of the chaumber 2 sufficiently to en 
gage the fingers 29, but not to such an ex 
tent as to interfere directly with the move 
ment of the drawer. 

In utilizing the invention, the cabinet is 
Positioned in a room with its back to a door 
leading to the l'oon so that access may be 
had to the drawer 6 when said door is open, 
and so the cabinet will prevent ingress 
through the (loor to the room. When sup 

1,516, 150 

plies are to be delivered, such for example, 
as a package of meat 33, or a bottle of milk 
34, the deliveryman first opens the door to 
its outermost position; second, moves the 
curtains so a to expose the lid and close the 
inner end of the drawer; and third, opens 
the lid and deposits the package or bottle 
in the drawer. At this stage, it will be 
noted, free access is had to the movable re 
ceptacle through the top tilhereof while the 
l'eceptacle is locked in open position because 
of the arrangelment of the fingers 29 and 
the vertical branches of the guides 30, and 
also access to the chamber of the repository, 
through the drawer, is prevented because 
of the position of the curtain. After the 
Supplies have been thus deposited in the 
novable receptacle, the deliveryman first 
closes the lid; second, moves the curtain to 
its position in which the top of the recep 
tacle is closed thereby and the fingers 29 alre 
l'aised to a plane above the guides; and 
third, moves the receptacle into its closed 
position. During the third operation the 
package or bottle becomes transferred from 
the Trods 11, that form the bottom of the 
receptacle, onto the platform 19 in the re 
pository. The displacement block 10 is so 
proportioned and arranged as to protrude 
into the chamber of the repository when the 
l'eceptacle is in closed position so that the 
supplies will be moved thereby to a position 
on the platfo I'm a Way from its real' end. At 
this stage of the operation the supplies are 
accessible for removal through the inner 
end of the receptacle when the door 5 of the 
repository is opened. In the event of a sub 
sequent delivery of supplies, before such re 
moval, the receptacle is again opened, leav 
ing pl’eviously delivered supplies sustained 
upon the platform in the repository. Upon 
no Yine the curtain so as to permit the open 
ing of the lid, the rear end of the receptacle 
is closed by the curtain and the previously 
delivered supplies thereby become inacces 
sible through the receptacle. When the ad 
ditional supplies are moved onto the plat 
form by the closing of the receptacle, as 
in the forner instance. the previously de 
posited Supplies are crowded forward on the 
Tollatform lov the incoming new supplies. 
The operation may be repeatedl until the 
repository becomes filled. 

By constructing and operating the inven 
tion as Set forth, personal attendance upon 
the part of the purchaser. when supplies 
* re delivered may be safelly dispensed with 
because ev èn though the l'eceptacle is ac 
cessible. the repository is at all times inac 
(ressible through the receptable \vhen open. 
"iThus pilifering is circumvented. 

VWhat I claim is:— 
1. In a service cabinet for the reception 

(of Pools, a l'epository having a supporting 
Jeans in its bottorm fo1' goods received tilhere 
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in and a door for the chamber of the reposi 
tory for the removal of the goods; a movable 
receptacle extending into the repository pro 
vided with means for closing the same, the 
bottom of the receptacle having supporting 
means for goods placed therein and extend 
ing movably beneath the Supporting means 
in the repositoly; an inwardly protruding 
displacement block in the outer end of the 
receptacle a'ranged so that the goods de 
posited in the receptacle will be automati 
cally transferred therefrom onto the Support 
ing means in the repository as the repository 
is closed by the receptacle; a hinged lid in 
the upper part of the receptacle controlling 
access thereto through the top of the recep 
tacle; a moyable curtain in connection With 
the receptacle all'uranged to close the inner 
end of the receptacle and expose the lid, or 
to conceall the lid and leave the inner end 
of the receptacle unobstructed, accordingly 
as the curtain is adjustably positioned; angul 
lar guides projecting from the sides of the 
chamber in the repository, each of Said 
guides having a horizontal and a vertical 
branch: means in connection with the cur 
tain, engageable by the vertical branches of 
said guides when the receptacle is in open 
position and the curtain is moved into posi 
tion to close, the innen' end of the recep 
tacle, to prevent inward movennent of the 
receptacle, and engageable by the horizontal 
branches of Said guides when the curtain is 
positioned to close the top of the receptacie 
and the receptacle is moved from its outer 
umnost position, to prevent the curtain from 
being moved to its position wherein the 
inner end of the receptacle is closed; and 
Inneans limiting the outward movement of 
the receptacle. 

2. In a service cabinet for the reception of 
goods, a repository having a chamber tilhere 
in and a door for the removal of goods 
from the chamber; a nuovable l’eceptacle ex 
tending into the clhamber provided with 
means for closing the same; a platform in 
the clhamber overhanging the bottorn of the 
receptacle; a displacement means in the for 
ward part of the receptacle for the auto 
matic transfer of goods from the receptacle 
onto the platform as the receptacle is closed, 
a lid controlling access to the receptacle 
when the receptacle is in its outermost posi 
tion; a curtain movably arranged in the re 
ceptacle to close the inner end thereof and 
expose the lid or to conceall the lid and leave 
the inner end of the receptacle unobstructed 
accordingly as the curtain is adjustably po 
sitioned; means to limit the outward move 
ment of the receptacle; and means for hold 
jing the receptacle in its outermost position 
while its inner end is closed by the curtain 
and to prevent the curtain from being 
moved to expose the lid when the receptacle 
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is moved from its outer'most position into 
the repository 

3. In a service cabinet for the reception 
of goods, a chambered repository including 
a door controlling the removal of goods 
there from; a movable receiving member for 
controlling the ingress of goods to the re 
pository, said receiving member having an 
inlet opening and a Second opening com 
JOmunicating with the chamber of the reposi 
toly; a platform in the lower part of the 
repository; a Supporting means for goods in 
the bottorn of the receiving member and be 
ing movable beneath the platform; a dis 
placement in the receiving member for mov 
ing goods from the Supporting means in the 
receiving member onto the platform; a lid 
controlling the inlet opening of the receiving 
member; and a closing means controlling 
communication between the receiving mem 
ber and the chamber of the repository, and 
being operable to prevent opening of the lid 
When communication is open between the 
receiving member and said chamber. 

4. In a service cabinet for the reception 
of goods, a chaumbered repository including 
a door controlling the removal of goods 
therefirom ; a receiving member for comtrol 
ling the ingress of goods to the repository, 
Said l'eceiving nember having an inlet op 
eling and a Second opening communicating 
with the chamber of the repository; a lid 
controlling the inlet opening of the receiv 
ing lunember; and a closing means controlling 
communication between the receiving lumem 
ber and the chamber of the l'epository, and 
being Operable to prevent opening of the lid 
When communication is open between the re 
ceiving member and Said chamber. 

5. In a service cabinet for the reception 
of goods, a chaumbered repository including 
a door for the removal of goods therefirom; 
a movable receiving member extending into 
the chamber of the repository independent 
of Said door; said receiving member having 
an inlet opening; a lid controlling the inlet 
Opening of the receiving member; and means 
controlling communication between the 
chamber of the repository and the receiving 
member operable to close communication 
therebetween and lock the receiving member 
in its outermost position, and to prevent 
opening of said lid when moved to open 
communication between the said chamber 
and receptacle, and being inoperable to close 
communication between said chamber and 
receptacle when the receptacle is moved furon 
its outerHnost, position into the chamber. 

In testimony whereof I affix my sigmature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE R. CRAW. 
Witnesses: 

MATILDA MIETTLER, 
WALTTIEH. G. IBURNS. 
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