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T'o all whom it may coneern:

Be it known that I, Dawier. WEBSTER
Frrrer, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding - at New- Orleans, in:the. parish of
Orleans and States of Louisiana, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Safety-Guards for Sewing-Ma-
chines, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawing.

This invention relates to improvements in
safety guards for sewing machines, one ob-
ject of this invention being the provision of
a guard readily attachable to the presser
foot that will prevent the entrance of the
finger during threading or sewing, to the
needle, thus providing a device that will in-
sure users against injury.

A further object of this invention is the
provision of a safety guard made of a single
piece of material, and preferably of a light
material, such as aluminum, and one which
is readily applied to the presser foot of a
sewing machine, so disposed as to prevent
the introduction of the finger between the
presser foot and needle during the sewing
operation.

A still further object of this invention is
the provision of a safety guard which is
simple, durable and inexpensive in construc-
tion and which is thoroughly efficient and
practical in use.

Tn the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a presser
end of a sewing machine, showing the pres-
ent guard attached thereo.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation on a large scale
of the guard attached to the presser foot.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view thereof.

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a modified
form of guard.

Fig. 5 is a top plan view thereof.

Referring to the drawings, G indicates
the guard, constituting the present Inven-
tion, which is adapted to be connected to
the shank 12 of the presser foot 11 of the
sewing machine designated generally by 10,

" this being of the horn type machine, al-
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though it is understood that the same may
be used on any sewing machine.

The guard is composed of a single piece
of material formed to provide the clamping
or attaching lugs 13 and 14 by means of
the screw or bolt 15. Carried by these arms
are the segmental portions 16 and 17 which

provide slots.or openings 18 for the recep-
tion of the fingers of the operator in thread-
ing the needle. »

From one side of the guard, adjacent the
lower edge thereof and spanning one of the
spaces or openings 18, is a U-shaped mem-
ber 19 which constitutes a passageway for
the thumb nut that holds the needle in place
in the machine. This in the modifications
as il;}_(’)wn in Figs. 4 and 5, is more rounded
as 19’

Both types of guard are split as at @ so
the clamping lugs 13 and 14 will have the
desired tension when being gripped upon
i:he(,1 gresser foot, as shown in Figs. 1, 2
and 3.
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From the foregoing description, it will -

be seen that as there is much space or “day-
licht” between the needle and presser foot
when the needle is-in its uppermost posi-
tion, thus leaving an opening of approxi-

mately %’/ between the point of the needle.

and presser foot, that the present guard will
prevent the operators from introducing
their fingers or hands underneath the needle
point and thus relieving them of any lia-
bility to injury.

Tt will be noted that the wall nearest the
presser foot can be made lower than here
shown so that the operator may thread the
needle in any position. By making the de-
vice of a light metal there is no extra strain
placed upon the presser foot in carrying the
same and in view of the fact that the re-
cesses 18 are provided the thread may be
easily introduced at either side of the
needle.

What I claim as new is:

1. A safety guard for a sewing machine
presser foot, including an integral member
having a substantially cylindrical needle
surrounding cylinder, the upper edge of
which is slotted at diametrically opposite
sides for the threading of the needle, which
is adapted to project at all times to com-
pletely surround the needle to prevent the
introduction of the finger below the needle
and above the presser foot, there being
formed from one side adjacent the lower
end of one of the slots a substantially U-
shaped projection for permitting the pas-
sage of the needle clamp therethrough, the
Jower edge of the cylindrical portion at
right angles to the U-shaped member being
split to render the edge flexible, and two
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clamping lugs, one upon each side of the
split portion for surrounding the presser
foot and clamping the guard thereon.

2. A device adapted to be attached to the
¥resser foot and acting as a needle guard
or sewing machines, including an integral
member having a cylindrical portion pro-
vided with diametrically oppositely dis-
posed slots extending from the upper edge
to below the middle thereof, said portion
constituting a guard to prevent the finger
from entering below the presser foot and a
raised needle but permitting the threading
of the needle, the lower portion at one side
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of the cylindrical portion adjacent to the
lower end of one of the slots being pro-
vided with a substantially U-shaped exten-
sion, the right edge of the cylindrical por-
tion at the bottom thereof and at right an-
gles to the needle threading slots, being
slotted to render that portion flexible, and
two clamping lugs carried by the lower edges
of the cylindrical portion, one upon each
side of said last slot, forming a clamp to
grip the presser foot.-

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture. '

DANIEL WEBSTER FEITEL.
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