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6 Claims. (C1,219). 

This invention relates.to, baseball mits of the 
type shown in my pip; Fatent. No. 2281,315, 

8, 1942, and whereintheb ball mit is characterized by the formation of a 
thumb pocket, a pocket spaced therefron and 5 
tesigned to accommodate the four fingers, and 
an intermediate. glove, projection which consti 
tutes a backstop, for the ball receiving pocket, of 
the mitt. - - - - - - - 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 10. 
baseball mitt of the above character which will 
meet the rules, regulations and other reguire 
ments of the professional organizations by have. 
ing. means which will maintain the distance, or 
spacing between the respective finger and thumb. 
projections, of the mitt within the maximum di. 
mension specified. . . . . . . . :-----, 

It is, an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a baseball mitt, having separate pocketed 
projections for the thumb and for the fingers, 
and an intermediate backstop projection against 
which the impact of a caught ball is, taken, and 
in the further. provision of means for coopera 
tively interconnecting all of the projections for 
the purpose of distributing impact strains 
throughout the mitt and greatly to increase the 
wearing life thereof. - 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a baseball.mitt, of the character above 
indicated, wherein the thumb and finger pro 
jections are fixed in a definite spaced relation 
and the backstop or intermediate projection is 
flexibly and adjustably connected with the re 
spective thumb and finger projections to facili 
tate the initial shaping of the mitt to a player's 
hand and thereafter to assist in the retention of 
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such shape. - 
Further objects and advantages hereof will be 

more particularly pointed out and described in 
connection with the accompanying drawing, illus 
trating a preferred embodiment of a baseball 
mitt and wherein, - - - - - - 

Fig. 1 is a front view of a baseball mitt formed 
and constructed in accordance with the present 
invention and in which the facing piece of the 
mitt is shaped to define the ball receiving pocket, 

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the present baseball 
mitt illustrating further details thereof and par 
ticularly showing. the means, for interconnecting 
the projecting portions of the mitt body to con: 
trol the desired shape of the mitt, 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary detail of a mitt backing 
piece which illustrates the form and relation of 
projections which are herein provided for form 
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ing thumb and finger pockets, 
Fig. 4 is a view similar of Fig. 3, but particu- 65 

backing pieces if, and 12, respect 

larly illustrating the mitt backing piece, when, 
drawn together by a control strap means, 

ively, of a preferred construction of the stag. 
ectional elevational View, 

of a casing or body, Gin, which the facing and 
... • 3 ' ' v . . . . . . . . ively, constitute 

the principal casing or body-portion: view 
f Fig. 1 the mitt body, lo, may be seen to com: 
ise. a palm area 3, a thumb, projegion 3, a 

spaced finger projection, 5, and a backstop pio: 
jection 16 which is preferably located intermedi 
ate, the thumb, and finger projections 
tutes the rear area of the ball receivi SES.","...; EEEEE the present baseball mitt includes a thunb.pro 
jection E7, a finger projection, 8, and an inter 
mediate projection (9, and all of these project 
tions have a similar form or shape to those of the facing piece fillistrated in Fig. 1. 'Suit able lacings or thongs may be employed to secure 
the facing and backingpieces f arid 2 in the 
formation of the mitt body. In order that the 
mitt body may have a suitable curvate form for the purpose of defining a ball receiving pocket, 
it can be seen from Figs. and 2 that the back 
ing piece 2 may be made somewhat larger in its general proportions than the facing piece it to 
accommodate a curving form in which the facing 

- piece is generally concave. It is obvious that in 
the securement of the facing and backing pieces 
fi and 2, suitable padding is provided at the 
rear of the facing piece and that the securement 
of the superposed projections 4-7 and 5 - 8 
results in the formation of the stalls to accom 
modate the thumb and fingers respectively. "The 
intermediate projections 6-9 are suitably 
united to form a projection acting as a back 
stop for the ball recess in the palm 3 of themitt. 
In a mitt of the present character, it is highly 

important that the respective thumb and finger 
projections be maintained in proper alignment 
and cooperative adjacence to the intermediate 
backstop so that the impact of a caught 
the ball receiving pocket will not be absorbed 
entirely by the backstop, but impact strain will 
be transmitted into the thumb and finger pro 
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jections so that all portions of the mitt body will 
be subjected to impact strains. In order to obtain 
this intercooperation between the several body 
projections, a strap means 20 is arranged adja 
cent the backing piece of the mitt body and is 
adapted to be secured in fixed relation to the pro 
jections 7 and 8 and to extend through a loop 
element 2? provided in the projection 9. The 
loop 2 is conveniently formed by providing later 
ally spaced and parallel slots 22, cut or otherwise 
formed near the outer end of the projection 9. 
In addition to the provision of strap 20, the back 
stop projection formed by the respective facing 
and backing projections 6 and 9 may be flexibly 
and adjustably interconnected with the adjacent 
thumb and finger projections of the mitt body by 
means of the lacings shown at 23 and 24. It thus 
will be apparent that the strap means 20 has a 
sliding or loose fit in the loop 2 f, and that the 
lateral positionment of the backstop is effectively 
determined by selectively tightening or loosening 
the lacings 23 and 24. 
The strap means 20, of Figs. 6, 7 and 8, Com 

prises an elongated body 26 which acts as a pro 
tective covering by having its longitudinal mar 
gins folded or lapped as at 27 to form a suitable 
elongated Space for a tension strip 28. The strip 
23 is formed of an inelastic or non-Stretchable 
material and is suitably secured to the body 26 
between the folded margin portions 27 thereof, 
but it is obvious that the folded parts 27 could be 
extended to cover strip 28. The tension Strip 
or element 28 is extended beyond the opposite 
ends of the strap body 20 to provide end portions 
29 which are utilized to secure the strap to the 
respective thumb and finger projections. 7 and 
3 of the backing piece. The means for Securing 

ends 29 is shown at 30, in the form of a suitable 
rivet. The exposed riveted connection between 
the strap and the backing piece is adapted to be 
covered by an enlarged tab 3 formed at each end 
of the strap 20 through the provision of an exten 
sion of the material of the body 26. References 
are also made to Fig. 9, wherein details of secure 
ment of one end of the strap 20 is fully shown, 
it being noted that the covering tab 3 has been 
lifted or turned back to illustrate the liveted 
anchorage of the strap tension element 28. Addi 
tional details of the preferred manner Securing 
strap 20 may be had upon references to Fig. 5. 

Having now described a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention, it can be readily appre 
ciated that the strap means 20 performs the im 
portant functions of maintaining the distance be 
tween the respective mitt projections, greatly aid 
ing the respective mitt projections to retain a 
desired alignment and distributing the impact 
strains on the intermediate projection or backstop 
to each of the adjacent projections of the mitt 
body. The strain distribution through the pro 
jections of the mitt materially increases the wear 
ing life of the material. The strap means 28 
also and importantly retains the thumb and finger 
projections in cooperative relation to the back 
stop to enable a more positive ball trapping reac 
tion of the Several projections during the act of 
catching a ball. In other words, the impact of 
a caught ball, being transmitted from the back 
stop to the strap 20 and lacings 23 and 24, acts to 
draw the thumb and finger projections around 
the ball. The advantage provided by strap. 2) is 
in no wise offset by its connection with the back 
stop, and it is now obvious from the above de 
scription that the backstop may be laterally ad 
justed through resetting the lacings 23 and 24. 
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4. 
Having now described a preferred embodiment 

of the present invention, it should be understood 
that certain modifications and alterations may be 
made herein without departing from the scope of 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A baseball mitt comprising facing and back 

ing pieces together forming a mitt body chair 
acterized by the provision of body projections 
defining thumb and finger stalls and a backstop 
therebetween, lacings between and flexibly at 
taching Said backstop to Said thumb and finger 
Stalls to shape the nitt body and provide a ball 
receiving pocket, and inelastic strap means Se 
cured to said body projections and movably con 
nected with said backstop for retaining Said pro 
jections in Spaced, ball catching cooperation. 

2. A baseball mitt comprising a facing and a 
backing together forming a mitt body, and in 
which the facing and backing thereof are cut to 
provide Superposed projections defining respec 
tively a thumb stall, a backstop, and a finger 
stall, lacings between and interconnecting said 
backstop and said thumb and finger stall pro 
jections for forming a ball receiving pocket in 
the mitt body, a strap fixed to each of Said thumb 
and finger stall projections and extending a COSS 
the back of said backstop for fixing the Spacing 
of said thumb and finger stall projections against 
increased spacing under impact of a caught ball. 

3. In a baseball mitt, a body formed to provide 
three projections extending in side-by-side rela 
tionship to define a ball receiving pocket, Outer 
ones of said projections providing thumb and 
finger stalls and an intermediate one of said 
projections providing a backstop for the ball 
receiving pocket, lacing means interconnecting 
said projections along the adjacent margins 
thereof to provide flexibility of movement of Said 
Outer projections relative to Said backStop pro 
jection for closing on a ball striking in the ball 
receiving pocket, and a control strap anchored 
at its ends in the back of said outer projections 
to limit the maximum distance therebetween, 
said control strap being positioned to pass behind 
Said intermediate projection. 

4. In a baseball mitt, a body formed of pliable 
material shaped to provide three projections de 
fining a ball-receiving pocket, said body projec 
tions consisting of spaced projections having 
thumb and finger stalls and an intermediate pro 
jection forming a backstop for the ball-receiving 
pocket, lacing means joining the lateral margins 
of said intermediate projection with the adjacent 
margins of said spaced projections along Sub 
stantially the full length thereof to near the 
outer extremities, said lacing means permitting 
flexibility of movement of said outer projections 
relative to said backstop projection and inter 
connecting said projections for conjoint action 
to close on a ball striking in the ball-receiving 
pocket, and a control strap extending across the 
back of said intermediate projection near the 
outer extremity thereof and having its ends con 

5 nected into the back of said spaced projections 
to fix the maximum distance between Said Spaced 
projections. 

5. In a baseball mitt, a body having two Spaced 
projections providing thumb and finger stalls at 
each side of a ball-receiving pocket and an inter 
mediate projection substantially filling the space 
between said two projections and providing a 
backstop for the ball-receiving pocket, lacings 
interconnecting the opposite margins of Said in 
termediate projection with the adjacent margins 
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of said two projections to provide relative move 
ment between said projections for closing about 
a ball Striking in Said pocket, and a Substantially 
inelastic control strap slidably connected with 
Said intermediate projection adjacent the Outer 
end thereof, Said strap being anchored at its 
ends in the back of Said tWO projections to fix 
the maximum distance between Said two pro 
jections. 

6. In a baseball mitt, a body having a ball 
receiving pocket formed with a projection having 
a thumb stall, a projection having a stall for the 
four fingers and a backstop projection Separating 
the first mentioned projections and occupying a 
Substantial area of the Space therebetween; lac 
ings interconnecting the opposite margins of said 
backstop along the adjacent margins of Said first 
mentioned projections, said lacings allowing 
hinging movement of Said first mentioned pro 
jections relative to Said backstop in closing about 20 
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6 
a ball striking in the ball-receiving pocket; and 
a control strap slidably connected at the back 
of Said backstop projection and anchored at its 
ends in the back of Said first mentioned projec 
tions, said strap being located adjacent the outer 
ends of all Said projections to maintain said first 
mentioned projections against spreading to in 
crease the Width of the ball-receiving pocket. 
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