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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grorer L. DENNER-
LINE, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Aurora, in the county of Dearborn and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and uscful Improvements in Safety-Belts, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention comprehends certain new
and useful improvements in safety belts of
that type designed to be worn under the
clothing and adapted to contain money,
jewels or other similar valuables, and the in-
vention has for its object an improved device
of this character which embodies one or more
receptacles for carrying the valuables and
which also includes an improved clasp that
connects together the ends of the belt to se-
cure the same in position and that also serves
to normally maintain the receptacle closed
to prevent the possible abstraction of the
valuables therefrom, the clasp being quite
difficult to manipulate, so as to render neces-
sary the disturbing of the wearer, and thus
insure against the surreptitious removal of
the belt in event of the wearer being asleep.

With this and other objects in view that
will more fully appear as the description pro-
ceeds, the invention consists in certain con-
structions and arrangements of the parts
that I shall hereinafter fully describe, and
then point out the novel features thereol in
the appended claims.

Tor a full understanding of the invention
and the merits thereof, and to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction, ref-
erence is to be had to the following descrip-
tion and accompanying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a top plan view.of a safety belt
constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
thereof, showing one of the receptacles and
the clasp therefor; Fig. 3 is a fragmentary
perspective view, showing the clasps opened;
Tig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the re-
ceptacles; Wig. 5 is a transverse section there-
of; and, Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective
view of the inner wall of one of the recepta-
cles.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following desecription and indicated
in all of the views of the drawing by the
same reference characters.

My improved device consists essentially of
a metallic belt 1 which is of any length ac-
cording to the size of the waist of the wearer
and which, in the present instance, is in the

form of a chain composed of substantially
flat links so as to conlorm move readily to the
lines of the body and cause the wearer no dis-
comfort.

The chain is equipped with any number
of treasure boxes 2, according as found most

| desirable in practice, although in the present

instance, I have illustrated only two of such
boxes to the opposite ends of which the ox-
tremities of the chain belt are permanently
aflixed in any approved manner. These
boxes are constructed of metal such as sheet
steel, and may be of any desired shape or de-
sign, although they are preferably relatively
thin, as shown, and have their various faces
of substantially rectangular form. The
opposing ends of the boxes are provided
with outstanding cars 3 that are transversely
slotted as indicated at 32, while the inner
walls of the boxes, that is, the walls adja-
cent to the body, are broken away to form
openings 4 to aflord access to the interior
of the respective boxes and permit the valu-
ables to 1be inserted therein or withdrawn
thevefrom. These openings lead from the
inner ends of the boxes, and terminate short
of ‘the opposite ends thercof, the openings
also extending entively between the side
walls of the boxes that are formed with out-
standing {langes 5 which are arranged for
engagement with the returned longitudinal
edgos 6 of plates 7 to slidingly and detach-
ably connect the same to the respective
boxes. These plates normally extend over
the respective openings 4 to completely
close thie boxes, and the plates are of such
length that when in such position, they pro-
ject longitudinally beyond the adjacent
ends of the boxes, as best seen in Iig. 3, the
projecting portions of the plates being
formed with transverse slots 8 adapted for
rogistry with the slots 32 of the ears.
Interposed between the boxes 2, are two
clasps 9, there being one clasp for cach box,
and the clasps being substantially duplicate
in structure, as will be readily observed by
reference to the drawing: I8ach of these
clasps consists of two leaves or members 10
and 11, which are hingedly connected to-
gether by a transversely disposed pintle 12
and one of which, designated 11, is rela-
tively shorter than the other. The shorter
leaf 11 is designed to be passed through the

the {ree end of such leaf is then swung toward
| the longer leaf 10 and is designed to be held

corresponding registering slots 3* and 8, and
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thereto with the connected ends of the leaves
and the pintle 12 positioned in the register-
ing slots to prevent any movement of the
closing plate 7 relative to the box. As the
preferred means for detachably holding the
shorter leaf 11 against the other leaf to close
the clasp, I employ a collar 13 that encircles
the latter leaf and is mounted for longitudi-
nal movement thereon, said collar being
adapted to be slid toward the adjacent box
to engage the free end of the leaf 11 that is
slightly reduced in thickness, as illustrated
in Fig. 2. The two clamps just described
are hingedly connected together through the
instrumentality of a link 14 through which
pass the returned adjacent ends of the leaves
or members 10, the said returned ends being
located at the opposite faces of the leaves 10
from those against which the leaves 11 are
arranged to lie when in closed position,
and the longitudinal distance between the
extremity of the returned portion and the
free end of the leaf 11 being less than the
length of the collar 13, for a purpose to be
presently disclosed.

In the practical use of my improved safety
belt, the same is applied to the waist of the
wearer and is held in position thereon by
means of the two clasps 9 which are engaged
with the respective boxes 2 and also serve to
maintain the boxes securely closed to retain
the valuables therein. Should occasion de-
mand the removal of the valuables from one
of the boxes, or the opening of such box for
any other purpose, it will be readily apparent
that in order to effect such opening it is nec-
essary to release the shorter leaf or member
11 of the corresponding clasp 9 before the
clasp may be disengaged from the registering
slots 3* and 8 to unlock the plate 7. The
corresponding collar 13 is therefore slid longi-
tudinally ‘'on the longer member 10 and to-
ward the link 14, but inasmuch as the dis-
tance between the swinging end of the leaf 11
and the returned end 15 is less than the
length of the collar, and since the returned
end is too thick to permit the collar to be
moved thereon, such returned end limits the
desired movement of the collar and prevents
the ready release of the member 11. Tt
therefore becomes necessary to move the
collar some distance on the leaf 10, with a
portion of the former wedged in between the
latter and the corresponding returned end
15, and since this requires considerable ma-
nipulation, it will be obvious that the detach-
ment of the belt could not be effected with-
out awakening the wearer, in case he was
asleep. The release of the leaf 11 admits of
the clasp being quickly disengaged from the
slots 32 and 8 to disconnect the opposite ends
of the belt to admit of the latter being re-
moved from position, and also simultaneously
unlocks the plate 7 so that the latter may be
slid longitudinally of the box to afford access
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to the interior thereof. The belt is returned
to position by reversing the operation just
described.

From the foregoing description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, it will
be apparent that I have provided an im-
proved belt, the parts of which are con-
structed entirely of metal so as to preclude
the possibility of the belt being cut to remove
the same from the wearer in an attempt to
steal the valuables; which is provided with
several treasure boxes that, in the normal
position of the belt, are maintained securely
closed and that may be quickly opened by
the wearer when desired ; which may be worn
beneath the clothing and during both the
day and night without subjecting the wearer
to discomfort or inconvenience; and which
possesses certain other advantages that will
turther recommend the belt to those using
such articles.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is:

1. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
disposed thereon and formed with an open-
ing, a closure for the opening, and means
carried by the belt and engaging both the
receptacle and the closure to secure the latter
over the opening.

2. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
for valnables disposed thereon, means inde-
pendent of the belt for closing the receptacle
and means carried by the belt for engaging
both the receptacle and the closing means.

3. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
disposed thereon and formed with an open-
g, a closure for the opening, and a clasp
carried by the belt and detachably engaging
both the receptacle and the closure to secure
the latter over the opening.

4. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
secured at one end thereof and formed with
an opening, a closure for the opening, the
closure and the receptacle being formed with
slots adapted to register, and means carried
at the opposite end of the belt for engaging
the registering slots.

5. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
secured thereto and formed with an opening
and with an outstanding ear, a closure for the
opening, arranged to overlap the ear, and a
clasp carried by the belt and adapted to be
engaged with both the ear and closure to se-
cure the latter to the receptacle.

6. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
secured thereto and formed with an opening,
a closure for the opening, a clasp carried by
the belt and comprising a leaf, and a second
leaf pivotally connected at one end to the
first named leaf and adapted to be passed
into engagement with both the closure and
the receptacle, and means for connecting the
free end of the last named leaf to the first
named leaf to maintain the clasp closed.

7. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
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secured thereto and formed with an opening,
a closure for the opening, a clasp carvied by
the belt and comprising two leaves or men-
bers, one relatively shorter than the other
and pivotally connected at one end thereto,
the shorter member being adapted to be
passed into engagement with both the re-
ceptacle and the closure and swung against
the other member, and means for connecting
the free end of the shorter member to the
longer member to maintain the clasp closed.

8. The combination of & belt, a receptacle
secured thereto and formed with an opening,
a closure for the opening, a clasp carried by
the belt and comprising two leaves or meni-
bers, one relatively shorter than the other
and pivotally connected thereto, the shorter
member being adapted to be passed into en-
gagement with both the closure and the re-
ceptacle and then swung against the other
member, a collar slidingly mounted upon the
longer member and adapted to engage the
free end of the shorter member.

9. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
secured thereto and formed with an opening,
a closure for the opening, a clasp carried by
the belt and comprising two leaves or mem-
bers, one relatively shorter than the other
and pivotally connected at one end thereto,
the longer member being returned upon
itself at its opposite end, and the shorter
member being adapted to be passed into en-
gagement with both the receptacle and the
closure and swung back against the longer
member, and a collar mounted on the longer
member and adapted to engage the free end
of the shorter member, the free end of the
shorter member being relatively thinner than
the retwned end and being spaced therefrom
in closed position, less than the length of the
collar.

10. The combination of a belt, receptacles
secured to the ends thereof and formed with
openings, closures for the openings, clasps in-
terposed between the receptacles and hingedly
connected together, each clasp consisting of
two members or leaves hingedly connected
together and adapted to be passed mto en-
gagement with both the receptacle and the
closure therefor, and means for holding the
clasps in such engagement.

s

11. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
connected thereto and formed with an open-
ing, means for closing the opening, a clasp
carried by the belt and embodying hinged
leaves arranged to be engaged with both the
receptacle and the closure therefor.

12. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
carried thereby and provided with an open-
ing, means for closing the opening, said clos-
ing means being arranged for sliding connec-
tion with the receptacle, and means disposed
on the belt for engaging both the c'}osing
means and the receptacle to secure the former
to the latter.

13. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
carried thereby and provided with an open-
ing, means for closing the opening, said clos-
ing’ means having a detachable connection
with the receptacle and means disposed on
the belt for engaging both the closing means
and the receptacle to secure the former over
the opening.

14. The combination of a belt, a receptacle
disposed thereon and provided with an open-
ing, a plate for closing the opening and means
carried by the belt for engaging both the re-
ceptacle and the plate..

15. The combination of a belt, means for
detachably connecting the ends thereol, a re-
ceptacle carried by the belt, a closure for the
receptacle, the said connecting means engag-
ing both the receptacle and the closure to se-
cure the latter over the opening.

16. The combination of a belt, receptacles
secured thereto, closurcs for the receptacles
and a detachable connection between the re-
ceptacles, said connection engaging the clo-
sures to maintain the same in operative rela-
tion to the respective receptacles.

17. The combination of a belt, receptacles
secured thereto, closures for the receptacles,
and a detachable connection between the re-
ceptacles, said connection embodying clasps
adapted for engagement with the respective
receptacles and the closures thercol.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GRORGE T. DENNERTINE. [ s.]

Witnesses:

Wirriam S. Ilonyan,
Tizwernyn E. Davies.
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