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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
wALTER B. TEMPLETON, or CHICAGO, ILLINOIs. 
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1,305,318. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 3, 1919. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALTER B. TEMPLE 

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Record Cards or 
Sheets, of which the following is a speci 
fication. - 

This invention relates to cards or sheets 
designed and adapted to contain office and 
other records of all sorts. In card index 
and digest systems, it has become quite a 
common practice to employ cards or sheets 
of different colors for various purposes of 
distinction. This practice has serious limi 
tations for several reasons. In the first 
place, colored or tinted paper is increas 
ingly expensive and difficult to obtain. Fur 
thermore, where the record is printed in 
black ink, as is the usual custom, the num 
ber of colors which may be employed for. 
the background are quite limited on account 
of legibility. Still again, where a solid 
color background is used for the printing 
field, and it may be desirable or customary 
to enter check marks in colored pencil 
against one or more items of the record, a 
check mark of a distinctively different color 
from the card itself must be used to be no 
ticeable. For example, a red check mark 
obviously cannot be used on a red card, or a 
blue check mark on a blue card. 
With these and other deficiencies of the 

existing practice of employing solid color 
cards or sheets in view, my invention has for 
its aim or object, to provide a system of rec 
ord cards or sheets that shall obviate these 
defects, and at the same time preserve all 
the advantages of the vari-colored system. 
To this end, my invention consists essen 
tially in record cards or sheets that are pro 
vided with vari-colored marginal bands ly 
ing outside the printing field of the cards 
or sheets. In the preferred form of the in 
vention, the colored band extends entirely 
around the margin of the card or sheet, or practically so; although the purposes of 
the invention are served in a practical man 
ner by the use of vari-colored lines extend 
ing across the top or bottom margin, or both, 
of the card or sheet. - 
To facilitate a ready understanding of 

the invention and its advantages, I have 
shown in the accompanying drawing one 
typical embodiment thereof, in which Fig 
ure 1 is a perspective view of a drawer of 

ing. 

a card filing cabinet showing alphabeti 
cally arranged groups of cards in place 
therein; Fig. 2 is a top plan view of several 
superposed cards slightly displaced edge 
wise relatively to each other and illustrating 
the facility with which the differently co 
ored cards may be detected in such a group 

Referring to the drawings, 5 designates 
as an entirety each of the cards which are 
all alike as to size and character of the 
printing field; the cards herein shown being 
ruled and indexed for a specific office rec 
ord system which is not material to the 
present invention, and being contained in an 

The ordinary filing cabinet drawer 7. 
printing or recording field 6 of each card 
is white, and around the margin thereof is 
a colored band, a considerable variety of 
different colors being used for this purpose. 
For instance, certain of the cards have a red 
band, indicated by R.; others a blue band, 
indicated by B; others a green band, indi 
cated by G; others a yellow band, indicated 
by Y; others a purple band, indicated by 
P, and still others an orange band, indi 
cated by O. The number of different colors 
employed is immaterial and will depend 
upon the number and variety of distinctions 
desired to be made in either the subject mat 
ter written or printed on the cards, or the 
individuals or subject matter to which the 
card records may relate. In practice, it is 
feasible, if desired, to employ all the visible 
colors of the spectrum, a scheme which 
is impracticable where solid color cards or 
sheets are used for the reasons herein above 
pointed out. ... v. - 

Various colors may, as in the present prac 
tice of solid color cards or sheets, be em 
ployed to indicate a great variety of dis 
tinctions. For instance, in commercial busi 
nesses, the different colors may indicate dif 
ferent grades of credit extended to different 
customers of the house; or they may be used 
to indicate different grades, kindsor quali 
ties of goods, of which the cardsor sheets con 
tain a record. In library card index systems, 
the different colors might indicate different 
subjects, such as law, medicine, philosophy, 
religion, etc.; or in legal digests the dif 
ferent colors might indicate the decisions or 
opinions of courts of different authorities or 
jurisdictions. In fact, the uses and applica 
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I am aware that in card index systems, it 
has been proposed to provide the different 
cards with differently colored index tabs; but 
such tabs not only involve an addition to the 
card proper, but they would only very im 
perfectly and partially fulfil the purposes 
and objects of the present invention, for the 
reason that when a number of cards bearing 
differently colored tabs are grouped to 
gether, the cards cannot be readily dis 
tinguished unless all of the tabs are exposed. 
In the case of the present invention, the mar 
gins of the cards being the most readily ex 
posed portions thereof when the cards are in 
the cabinet drawer, or when they may lie in 
a superposed pile (as in Fig. 2) the differ 
ent cards are readily detected and distin 
guished under relative edgewise displace 
ment in any direction. 
I claim: 1. A record system, comprising a plurality 

of record cards or sheets each of uniform 
length and width and having a white field 
for the entry thereon of matter to be indexed 
or recorded, and the several cards or sheets 
having border lines or bands extending the 
full length of an edge thereof and printed in 
different colors on different sheets or dif 
ferent groups of sheets respectively. 

1,305,818 

2. A record system, comprising a plurality 
of record cards or sheets each of uniform 
length and width and having a white field 
for the entry thereon of matter to be in 
dexed or recorded, and the several cards or 
sheets having narrow straight border lines or 
bands extending the full length of the upper 
edge thereof and printed in different colors 
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on different sheets or different groups of 
sheets respectively. 3. A record system, comprising a plurality 
of record cards or sheets each having a white 
printing or recording field, and the several 
cards or sheets having on and extending 
lengthwise of their upper and lower edges 
border lines or bands printed in different 
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colors on different sheets or groups of sheets 
respectively. 4. A record system, comprising a plurality 
of record cards or sheets each having a white 
printing or recording field, and the several 
cards or sheets having on and extending 
lengthwise of their upper, lower and side 
edges substantially continuous border lines 
or bands printed in different colors on dif 
ferent sheets or groups of sheets respec 
tively. 

WALTER B. TEMPLETON. 
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