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This invention relates to dispensing de-
vices, and more particularly to devices for
containing and dispensing sheet material
such as folded paper napkins, towels and simi-
lar articles.

An object of this invention is to provide a
novel dispensing device from which napkins
or similar articles, usually in folded form,
may be readily dispensed from one or a plu-
rality of sides of the container.

Another object is to provide a napkin dis-
pensing device which 1s simple in construc-
tion, having relatively few parts such as will
facilitate assembly as well as the manufac-
turing course, is durable in use, is readily
cleaned and is of such construction that nap-
kins can be readily taken therefrom by a sim-
ple removing operation without difficulty in
the withdrawing movement or liability of
damage to the napkin.

Another object of this invention is to pro-
vide a napkin dispensing device made from
a_moulded artificial resin composition of
phenol-formaldehyde either with or without
coloring material incorporated therewith,
whereby a device having resistance to heat
and water is provided, as well as being light
in weight, presenting a smooth, pleasing fin-
ish and attractive color. ‘

Another object is to provide a napkin dis-
pensing device composed of a phenol-formal-
dehyde resin possessing sanitary characteris-
tics to a high degree, it being found that com-
positions of this kind which embody phenol
and formaldehyde are antiseptic in charac-
ter and consequently possess properties high-
ly desirable for use in forming a napkin con-
tainer and dispensing device.

This invention contemplates a device hav-
ing dispensing openings of any desired size
and shape so as to accommodate any suitable
size and fold of napkin or similar article, one
preferred form being hereinafter illustrated
by way of example.

The invention is disclosed as embodying in
one form a napkin dispensing device adapted
paper napkins of the so-called 1/8th
fold having a plait extending along both sides
of its middle portion by which it is grasped
for the removing operation. These features

however, form no part of the invention, the
embodiment is given merely by way of ex-
ample and the scope of the invention will be
ascertainable from an understanding of the

embodiment and a recognition of the advan- ;;

tages produced by the invention in the illus-
trated embodiment.

The description of the preferred embodi-
ment will be better understood by referring
to the drawing, in which —

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a napkin
dispensing device embodying the present in-
vention.

Figure 2 is a side elevational view in CToss
section of reduced size, revealing the internal
construction of the dispensing device shown
in Figure 1 and the manner in which the
napkins are received and held therein.

Figure 8 is a fragmentary view of an end

elevation in cross section disclosing the con- :

struction of the bottom plate and means for
retaining the bottom plate in operative asso-
ciation.

In the drawing, the invention is disclosed
as embodied in a rectangular container 10
having a top 11, side walls 12, end walls 13,
and a center partition 14, all formed of a uni.
tary integral structure. The end walls are
provided with dispensing openings 14 shown
of general rectangular shape through which
the napkins are adapted to be withdrawn.

It is obvious that the various parts above
described may be made of separate parts and
assembled to form a structure corresponding

to the integral structure shown, although in

practice it is found more convenient to form
the parts integrally in the manner referred
to.

At the bottom of the rectangular construc-
tion a beading or hottom flange 15 is pro-
vided, having a groove on the under side
thereof as at 16, in a manner to form a step
or shoulder 17. " The groove and step forms
a means for receiving a bottom plate 18 which
is shaped to conform to the bottom opening
and constructed of any suitable material,
such as thin sheet metal, for instance. Se.
cured within the beading 15 of the body por-
tion of the dispenser are a plurality of secur-
ing lugs 19, each formed with a groove 20.°
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These lugs may be of metal or other suitable
material and are preferably secured within
the body of the dispenser such as being lo-
cated therein during the moulding opera-
tion although it is conceivable that any suit-
able means may’ be utilized: For- instance,
the body-of the container may be -moulded
with lugs of the same material of some suit-
able shape and construction to form securing
aré located on opposite sideg and may be of
any desired number but in practice it is-found

that two on one side and one centrally locatéd

on the opposite side serve’ well. - v

The single lug is attached to cooperate with
ailateh 91 whichis in the naturéof a ipivoted
tongue adapted to'miove upon rotation into the
groove 20 ofithedug: Ttis ‘obvious from this
conistFuction that’ the plate may ‘be inserted
with-on@ edge located in the grooves 20 on
ofieside: and “thie plate: brought into “seated
position at the opposite side and latched by
miovinig thetongiie into engagement with the
opposite 10g. ,

1t is preferabl'e';'~biit-n(T)'t‘n'eCJeSsa?ry’,' to pro-

| ide thetweights 99, sitch as of lead attached
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t6 thissbotfoth -plite, so as to give the-device
stabilizing weight at its Dbase so thatits
cénter-of gravity will-be Jowered to a point
vhere aceidental upsetting of the device 1s
prévented:  This*is ‘particularly true when
tHe device 1§ mude fromi-an artificial resin of
the type réferréd to’ which® is very much
lightér iri weight than métal.

The® céntral partition: 145 forms’ the "in:
terior of the® conitaiier into two comipart-
metits; el adapted-to receive a pundle of
napkins 23. The spring element 24,-having
o lowes giipping portion 25, is adapted to be
inserted over the lower end of the partition
and'to assumme the position shown in Figure
9. whereby’ it will: exert a préssure” against
the ‘twd: bundles: of napking to hold each
bimndlesin: ifitimate” contact against the end
wall arid: dispensiiig opening. - _

This spring‘will act as afeeding spring for
Haintaihing: the napkins in intimate contact
irrespective of the quantity remainingin each
compartient so that a uniform dispetising
opération is prodiiced'down to the last napkin
contaitied’ withifl this' compartments. The
partition‘14is provided on its opposite faces
at the lower end, thereof with indentations
26 of o shape and size to receive the gripping
portion 25 of the spring so that the outer sur-
face of this portion of the spring’ will be
maintained: flush with the surface of the
partition. - IR .

An- opening: 27 may be: provided at the
uppet-portion of the partition whereby mate-
ridl is-conserved and:-the moulding’ operation
facilitated; antan open area:is provided- into

which® the enids of the spring’ may extend

and’ corie into’ engagenienit in the manner

meiiis. for the bottom plate” 18- The lugs’
" which the device rests.
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shown in Figure 2 to facilitate the spring
operation.

On the bottom plate are a plurality of feet,
which may be of rubber or other suitable ma-
terial, held by any suitable means such as
rivets, to the bottom plate. - These are pref-
erably four in‘number and of such.:construc-
tion that the body of the dispensing device
such as the lower portion of the beading 15,
is held slightly spaced from the surface on

_Attention is directed to the formation of
the spring 24 which is herein shown as one

‘piece and-held -in- position by its own resil-

ience, frictionally pressing the lower portion
thereof 'in”engagement- with the bottom end
of the flange.  This permits, after theremov-
al of the bottom plate; the'springto be quickly
and easily inserted into-and .out:of position
without requiring further ‘attachment-or se-
curing: The particular ‘shiape of this‘spring
niay bé selécted according: to the- particular
needs, it being found that the onepiece spring
shown in Figiire 2 serves-well- for use’ with
the device hereinidisclosed. . - ,

“When the device is made from a:moulded
resin’ composition’ such.- as- a condensation
product of’ phenol” and formaldehyde; it is
roulded ‘with the parts of the-body constrie-
tion formed as a unitary piece; having the
necessary openings: and with the securing
mieans moulded therein or otherwise formed
thereom. : _

Tii assembling, it/is merely necessary to in-
sert the spring and place the ‘bottom 1h:posi-
tion and latch it thereoni. The filling of the
device ag accotiiplishied: through' the bottom
whete the two bunidles of napkins are insert-
ed in each conipartment while the bottom is
removed:- The spring is shaped to offer no
resistance o the insérting movemert of the
bundles of napkins. , _

The deviée, wherimade of-a phienol:formal-
dehyde composition® will be’ antiseptic in
character and consequently will be free from
gérms, eliminatingall danger of germs being
lodged on-the: napkins: asiused. The con-
tainer is constricted to render washing and
cleansing thereof easy arid thorotugh.-

The dévice is light, but is not subject to be-
ing readily upset, is durable and is one which
may be made in’ pleasing: colors inherent in
the material as’ distinpunished: from paint,
which ig'subject to being washed- and:chipped
off, offering ugly, undesirable appearance.
The coloring pigmert can be introduced in
a manner well known in'the resin art in order
to miateh table tops; soda fountain equipment
or other articles or surfaces associated with
the napkin dispensing device i use.

An important feature of the invention. as
illustrated” in' the diselosed’ embodiment, is
the provision of suction pads for feet where-
by thie dispensing’ device:can be firmly’ an-
chored to aty smooth surface upon-which: it
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rests. This makes for considerable advan-
tage in connection with the dispensing de-
vices having a body portion of resinous ma-
terial, which is quite light in weight, as it
prevents accidental upsetting.

The scope of this invention will be par-
ticularly set forth in the appended claims,

T eclaim:

1. A napkin dispensing device comprising
a body portion having a top, side and end
walls, dispensing openings on said end walls,
a central partition forming two napkin com-
partments, an open bottom, and a removable
bottom plate closing said open bottom.

2. A napkin dispensing device comprising
a body portion having a top, side and end
walls, dispensing openings on said end walls,
a central partition forming two napkin com-
partments, an open bottom, and a removable
bottom plate closing said open bottom and a
spring of U construction embracing said par-
tition and extended into each of said compart-
ments.

8. A napkin dispensing device comprising,
In combination, a weighted base plate having
legs secured to the bottom thereof for sup-
port in spaced relation with a supporting
surface, and a body portion comprising in-
tegrally formed top, side and end walls, a
transverse member dividing said body por-
tion into two compartments, a spring mount-
ed on said transverse member having por-
tions extending into each compartment, said
body portion being adapted to be mounted
on and secured to said base plate so as to
be supported thereby in spaced relation to
said supporting surface and provide a de-
pending portion for concealing said support-
ing legs.

Signed at Rhinelander, Wisconsin, this
27th day of December, 1928,

. J. 8. DANIELS.



