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ABSTRACT: A flagpole in which a flag-carrying pole section 
is reversibly mounted on a base pole section, and the flag is at 
tached to one end of the flag-carrying pole section, so that 
with the flag-carrying pole section mounted in one position 
the flag flies at top mast and with the flag-carrying pole section 
mounted in another position the flag flies at half-mast. In a 
preferred embodiment the flag-carrying pole section is rotata 
ble relative to the base pole section. 
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FLAGPOLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Flagpoles for home use ordinarily have no means for flying 

the flag at half-mast. Larger flagpoles have the familiar ropes 
for raising or lowering the flag, but it is believed that a ropeless 
flagpole would be more convenient and less expensive for 
home use. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a ropeless flagpole with means for flying a flag both at a 
fully raised position and at a half-mast position. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a flagpole con 

structed such that a top section of the flagpole may be 
mounted on a base section of the flagpole in one position to fly 
the flag at top mast and in a reversed position to fly the flag at 
half-mast. 
A further object of the invention is to mount a top flagpole 

section on a base flagpole section such that the top flagpole 
section is both rotatable and reversible end for end. 
Among the other objects of the invention are to provide a 

flagpole which is light in weight, which is small enough to be 
suitable for home use and yet affords both top mast and half 
mast positions for a flag, and which may be constructed 
economically. 
Other objects of this invention will appear from the follow 

ing description and appended claims, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings forming a part of this specifica 
tion wherein like reference characters designate correspond 
ing parts in the several views. 
On the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an elevational view of a flagpole in accordance 

with one embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view taken along 

line 2-2 of FIG. 1 with portions of the upper flagpole section 
being broken away; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view showing rotationally 
changed positions of a flag to illustrate the rotation of the 
upper section of the flagpole; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary elevational view, partly in section, 
showing the upper section of the flagpole reversed relative to 
FIGS. 1 and 2; and 

FIG. 5 is an elevational view of the flagpole with the upper 
section in a reversed position and a flag flying at half-mast. 

Before explaining the present invention in detail, it is to be 
understood that the invention is not limited in its application 
to the details of construction and arrangement of parts illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, since the invention is 
capable of other embodiments and of being practiced or car 
ried out in various ways. Also, it is to be understood that the 
phraseology or terminology employed herein is for the pur 
pose of description and not of limitation. 
As shown on the drawings: 
The flagpole of the invention consists of two pole sections; 

namely, a base pole section 10 and a flag-carrying pole section 
12. The base pole section 10 as shown on the drawings is a 
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tube having a lower and ground mounting end 14 which is 
received in a socket or receptacle 16 mounted in a concrete 
base 18 in the ground. The upper end of base pole section 10 
is hollow and has a shoulder 20 on the interior thereof on 
which a thrust bearing 22 is mounted. Inside the upper end 15 
of the base pole section 10, a radial bearing 24 is mounted. 
A pin 26 is mounted at the upper end of the base pole sec 

tion 10 and projects axially from the base pole section. The 
pin 26 has a reduced section 28 which extends through and is 
attached to the inner race of the bearing 24 by means of a col 
lar 30. The lower tip 32 of the pin 26 is reduced still further 
and is affixed to the upper race of the thrust bearing 22. 
Reduced pin section 28 has a shoulder at 34 which rests on the 
upper race of thrust bearing 22 and another shoulder 36 which 
rests on the inner race of radial bearing 24. A cap 38 closes 
the top end 15 of the base pole section 10, and the pin 26 pro 
jects through this cap a sufficient clearance to allow the pin 26 
to rotate freely in the bearings 22 and 24. The upper end 40 of 
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2 
the pin 26 is larger in diameter than pin section 28 but smaller 
in diameter than the upper end 15 of base pole section 10. 
The flag-carrying pole section 12, which is the uppersection 

of the flagpole, has tubular portions 42 and 44 at both ends 
thereof and may be tubular throughout if desired. The tubular 
sections 42 and 44 are both dimensioned to fit snugly on the 
upper end 40 of pin 26 as shown particularly in FIG. 2. 
Although end portions 42 and 44 of tube section 12 fit closely 
on pin 26, these end portions are detachable from the pin 26 
to permit the flag-carrying pole section 12 to be reversed. 

Flag-mounting means in the form of eyebolts 46 and 48 are 
affixed to the flag-carrying pole section 12 near the end por 
tion 44 thereof. A flag 50 is secured as by tying to the eyebolts 
46 and 48. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the flag-carrying pole section 12 is 
shown with the end portion 42 mounted on the pin 26 and the 
end portion 44 at the top of the flagpole. This is the position of 
the flag-carrying pole section for flying the flag 50 at topmast. 
An ornament, such as the ball ornament 52, may be provided, 
and the ornament 52 has a pin portion 54 which fits 
detachably in the end portion 44 of pole section 12. 
The flag-carrying pole section 12 as viewed in FIG.2 may 

be lifted off the pin 40, reversed end for end, and remounted 
on the pin 40 with the other end portion 44 fitting on the pin 
26 in the manner shown in FIG. 4. This brings the flag 50 to a 
lowered position which is approximately at half-mast as shown 
in FIG. S. Of course, the ornament 52 is removed from end 
portion 44 and reinserted in end portion 42. The base pole 
section 10 is short enough to allow a person to reach the flag 
carrying pole section 12 in order to accomplish the reversal 
just described. 

In both positions of the flag-carrying pole section 12, this 
pole section is rotatable relative to the base pole section 10, as 
previously mentioned. This rotation is facilitated by the 
bearings 22 and 24. This means that the flag 50 can swing 
around in the manner illustrated schematically in FIG. 3 
through a full 360 of rotation so that as the wind blows from 
different directions, the flag follows the wind much like a wind 
sock. 

It is apparent from the foregoing description that the inven 
tion provides a flagpole having a reversible top section to 
facilitate flying a flag at topmast or at half-mast. In a preferred 
embodiment, the top section of the flagpole is also rotatable to 
allow the flag to follow the wind and thus minimize the chance 
of fouling of the flag. The reversible mounting of the top sec 
tion of the flagpole is facilitated by a pin on which upper and 
lower ends of the top pole sections fit, and the pin is preferably 
mounted in bearings to allow for rotation of the top pole sec 
tion. 

claim: 
1. A flagpole with a reversible top section, said flagpole 

comprising a base pole having a ground mounting end and a 
pole-receiving end, a pin at said pole-receiving end of said 
base pole and projecting axially from said pole-receiving end, 
a flag-carrying pole having first and second tubular ends both 
dimensioned to mount detachably on said pin so that said flag 
carrying pole may be supported in an upright position with 
either of said first and second ends mounted detachably on 
said pin, whereby said flag-carrying pole is reversible, flag 
mounting means affixed to said flag-carrying pole adjacent 
said first end of said flag-carrying pole to which a flag may be 
attached, whereby the flag may be flown at topmast when said 
second end is mounted on said pin and at half-mast when said 
first end is mounted on said pin, and bearing means mounted 
in said pole-receiving end of said base pole, said pin being 
mounted in said bearing means and rotatable relative to said 
base pole to thereby allow rotation of said flag-carrying pole 
when mounted on said pin. 

2. The flagpole as claimed in claim 1 in which said bearing 
means includes a thrust bearing and a radial bearing. 

3. The flagpole as claimed in claim 2 in which said pole 
receiving end of said base pole is hollow and said thrust bear 
ing and said radial bearing are mounted in the hollow interior 
thereof. 
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4. A flagpole with a rotating and reversible top section, said 
flagpole comprising a ground mounting pole having a lower 
end and an upper end, pin means rotatably connected to said 
upper end of said ground mounting pole and rotatable relative 
to said ground mounting pole, said pin means projecting axi 
ally from said upper end of said ground mounting pole, bear 
ing means for said pin in said ground mounting pole, a flag 
carrying pole having first and second mounting ends both con 
structed to mount detachably on said pin for supporting said 
flag-carrying pole in an upright position with either one of said 
first and second ends mounted on said pin, whereby said flag 
carrying pole is reversible, and flag-mounting means affixed to 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4. 
said flag-carrying pole adjacent said first end thereof to allow 
a flag to be attached to said flag-mounting means and flown 
either at topmast with said second end mounted on said pin 
means or at a lower position with said first end mounted on 
said pin means. 

5. The flagpole as claimed in claim 4 in which said first and 
second ends of said flag-carrying pole are hollow and dimen 
sioned to fit detachably on said pin. 

6. The flagpole as claimed in claim 4 in which said bearing 
means includes a thrust bearing and a radial bearing. 


