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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-12(partially)

Present claims 1-12 relate to methods using compounds which have a given
desired property or effect, namely "IR0" (Immune Regulatory
Oligonucleotide) and "anti-inflammatory agent that inhibits TNF".
However, the description does not provide support and disclosure in the
sense of Article 6 and 5 PCT for all compounds having the said property
or effect and there is no common general knowledge of this kind available
to the person skilled in the art. This non-compliance with the
substantive provisions is to such an extent, that the search was
performed taking into consideration the non-compliance in determining the
extent of the search of the claims (PCT Guidelines 9.19 and 9.20). The
search of claims 1-12 was consequently restricted to methods using the
specifically disclosed compounds having the desired property or effect,
namely unmethylated CpG oligonucleotides which act as TLR7 and TLR9
antagonists, and known TNF-alpha inhibitors such as soluble TNF-alpha
receptor fusion proteins (e.g. etanercept) and anti-TNF-alpha antibodies
(e.g. infliximab or adalimumab)(see claims 4, 11 and 12 and description
page 15, paragraph [0069] and Examples 1 and 2).

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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