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This invention relates to a, banana, shipping 
crate and more particularly to one hawing a 
shalloW flexible lihing Spaced and Suspended from 
the crate to prewent chaffing of the lining and 
bruising of the banana.S. 

Heret0fore bananas haWe been shipped on the 
Stalk and placed im. deep round type wertical 
baskets with a, cloth lining that would often 
permit the bananas to become bruised and chilled 
during shipment. 
An object of the present invention is to pro 

Wide an improwed horizontal shipping crate that 
SupportS a depending or Suspended flexible lining 
Spaced from the Side Walls and bottom of the 
crate to preWent the flexible wall from coming in 
contact With the side Walls or bottom of the crate. 
Another object of the present inWention is to 

proWide Spaced croSS members inside of the crate 
near the top thereof from one Wall to the op 
p0Site Wall of the Shipping crate and latch or 
anchor in position to the crate Walls to Support; 
the fdexible liner. 
Another object of the preSent inWention is to 

Stretch by anchorage the depending or suspended 
liner within the crate to preverat any appreciable 
moWehment of the liner from side to side during 
the rocking action of a, Steam weSSel at Sea, on 
Shipping truckS or trains. 
Another object of the improwed invention is to 

proWide a croSS member preferably at an inter 
mediate point of the length of the horizontal 
Crate to Support a mid-portion of the liner, the 
liner being arched at the bottom to prewent un 
due Sagging and chaffing on the bottom of the 
bamana, crate. 
Another object of the improved invention is to 

proWide fulcrumed Support members at the ends 
of the crate that may be Swung into position 
acroSS the top of the crate near the ends thereof 
to Support a like basket thereon, each crate 
hawing an interlocking co-acting member on 
the bottom thereof to prevent; shifting of one 
crate on another. 
With these objects in " wiew the invention will 

be better understood by the accompanying draW 
ingS and the more detailed description that fol 
lows. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective wiew of a pair of in 

prowed crateS with the improwed type of lining 
and One crate being Stacked upon the other to 
illustrate the interlocking or latching members 
to preWent shifting of one crate upon the other. 

Figure 2 is a perSpective wiew of a pair of im 
proved empty crates nested together for shipping 
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2 
purpoSeS, one end of the liming being unilatched 
and resting on the bottom of the crate to per 
mit nesting of the crates. 

Figure 3 is a perspective wiew of the crate with 
the improWed liner illustrating a few of many 
baharmas which are cut from a Stalk and wrapped 
in a blanket to preWent freezing. 

Figure 4 is a longitudinal interior broken WieW 
in eleWation of the improwed crate and lining. 

Figure 5 is a perspective fragmentary wiew of 
Ohe end of the crate and anchored liner with one 
of the fulcrumed SupportS opened outward and 
dotted on the crate in itS Supporting position. 
The crate fi is composed of Wire open type side 

Walls I and 8 which are connected to and Spaced 
by end Walls 9 and f0. The side Walls T and 8 
ahd ehd Walls 9 and I0 are inclined from a werti 
cal position and have their respective lower edges 
Spaced cloSer' together than their upper edges, 
the Walls conwerging from the top toward the 
Wire open type bottom fl of the crate for nesting 
or Stacking of the crates when they are empty. 
The improWed liner l2 comprises Side Walls 13 

Spaced apart by end Walls l4 all of which con 
Werge from top to bottom and join the liner bot 
tOm l5 Which is arched by the gather l6 to pre 
Went Sagging and chaffing of the liner on the 
bottom fl of the crate. It will be noted that the 
limer is Smaller than the crate and , definitely 
spaced from the crate walls. The liner is prefer 
ably made from flexible and non-elastic materia1 
to hold itS Shape when in a depending or Sus 
pended Stretched position as explained in the fol 
loWing deScription. The fiexible improved 1iner 
{2 in one form has inSulation qualities, has a, 
Separate additional insulated blanket II or may 
be combined into a double liner with insulated 
material therebetWeeh. 
The upper end 8 of one end wall liner 4 has 

a, fold Ower a wire anchor or cross bar 9 which is 
Secured to the crate end wall 9 by stirrup formed 
ends 20 bent at right angles and preferably pjw 
oted on the Wire formed wall 9. The side wire 
formed Walls 1 and 8 have latch recesses 2, 22, 
23 and 24 formed in the upper portion of the 
Side Walls and near , the opposite end wal1 [0. 
The upper end 25 of the opposite end wall liner 
l4 haS a fold ower a Wire anchor or cross bar 26 
Which has right angled hooked ends 21 and 28 
latched into Some of the recesses of the side walls 
to give the proper Stretch in the lining to prevent 
Sagging. A center anchor Support Wire 29 1o 
Cated at the mid-Way point of the length of the 
Crate is paSSed through the lining side walls 13 

65 near the top of the liner and has hooks 30 to hook 
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on to the Side Walls T and 8. This Wire Support 
29 passes below the cower and prewents the center 
of the liner from Sagging to the wire bottom l l 
of the crate. A cower l3l on the liner is attached 
to one of the side Walls f3. 
Fulcrummed support bars or cross members 3 { 

hold the liner cower f3f down on the blanket or 
insulated liner and have right; angle bendS 32 
turned upward at right angles and outWard for 
Support rewerse bends 33 that, normally rest. On the 
Side Walls I and 8. The rewerSe bends 33 are 
formed with extended arms 34 bent at right; 
angles thereto and pivoted on the wire formed 
end walls 9 and f0. These fulcrumed Support 
bars 3 support a like crate and latch the lower 
edges 35 of side walls I and 8 of a like crate into 
interlocked position to preweht shifting of stacked 
crates. 
In the operation of packing the crate it is quite 

obwious that , the fulcrumed bars 3f are SWumg 
outward, the liner cover 3 Swumg outside of the 
crate, the blanket if separate from the liner 
opened and the liner is stretched and anchored 
With the bar 26 latched into the proper receSSeS. 
Bananas are cut from the Stalk and packed, cow 
'ered by the blanket and insulation liner cower. 
An insulated double liner may be preferred in 
Some cases. The fulcrutmed barS 3f are raised, 
SWung inward on the cower of' the liner to hold 
it in position. The bends 32" and 33 thereim are 
Supported on the Side walls T and 8 and support 
and latch a like crate thereon by means of co 
acting offset Wires 3 in the lower portion of side 
Walls 1 and 8. 
When the crates are Shipped empty they are 

nested as illustrated in Figure 2 with bars 26 
unlatched and the greater part of the liner rest 
ing on the bottom of the crate and one end of the 
'liner': 'Still anchored to ̀croSS 'bar' '[9.. 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

Tetters Patent is: ~ 
1. A banana Shipping crate comprising side 

Walls Spaced by and joined to ̀end walls, a stirrup 
shaped member, Said stirrup shaped member ful 
crumed on the top of one end wall, a "cross bar, 
a cloth liner hawing side Walls Spaced by and 
joined to end Walls with a bottom and top cower, 
one of Said cloth liner end walls hawing the top 
thereof joined to and depending from said stirrup, 
the opposite " end Wall hawing " the 'top thereof 50 
Supported by said croSS bar latched into the side 
Walls 'of Said crate, Said liner forming a recep 
tacle and being Spaced from all of the crate walls 
and bottom of Said crate to prevent chaffing there 
of and bruising of fruit when placed in said liner. 
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2. A banama, crate comprising side Walls and 

end Walls, a stirrup mermber, a croSS bar, said 
Stirrup commected to one crate end wall, a, recep 
tacle being Smaller than the crate, Said receptacle 
SuSpended Within Said crate and supported near 
the end Walls of Said crate by said stirrup mem 
ber and Said croSS bar, and said receptacle being 
Stretched betWeen Said stirrup shaped member 
and Said croSS bar and Spaced from the walls of 
Said crate. 

3. A banaha Shipping crate comprising side 
* Walls Spaced by and joined to end walls, a stirrup 
|Shaped member, said stirrup shaped member full 
Cruhed on the top of one end wall, a, cross bar, 
a flexible receptacle hawing side Walis spaced by 
and joined to end Walls with a bottom and top 
cower, One of Said end walls of said flexible recep 
tacle.joined tO and depending from said stirrup, 
the opposite end wall Supported by said cross bar 
|latched into the Side walls of said crate, said flex ible receptacle being Stretched between said 'stir 
rup shaped member and said cross bar and spaced 
from all of the Walls and bottom of said crate. 

4. A banana crate comprising side walls and 
end Walls, a, Stirrup member, a cross · 'bai, said 
Stirrup connected to one crate end wall, a recep 
tacle SuSpended Within Said crate amid supported 
near the end Walls of Said crate by said stiritup 
member and Said croSS bar, and said recept?cle 
being Spaced from the walls of said crate. 

5. A banana Shipping crate comprising flared 
Sides and ends, a fabric liner receptacle having 
flared Sides and ends with a bottom and '' top 
c0wer, croSS barS, Said fabric liner receptacle ends 
Supported on Said crOSS bars, said cross ·b?rs 
Secured to the SideS of Said crate, said.liner being 
Spaced from the crate Sides and " ends and said 
bottom of Said crate, Said liner being .. stretched 
betWeen Said crOSS bars, and said limer recep 
tacle being arched on the bottorm to prevent; 
chaffing on the "crate. ? ~ 
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