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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, CHARIEs JACKsoN 

and WALKER L. HuxTER, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Baltimore, in the 

5 State of Maryland, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Devices to 
Prevent Stealing of Automobiles, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an apparatus to 

10 prevent stealing or unauthorized use of 
automobiles and has for its object to provide 
a device which, when the automobile is left 
in the garage or unattended in the street, can 
be readily thrown in position so that the 

15 electric current that usually passes to the 
spark plugs will be short-circuited in the 
event of the current being turned on by an 
unauthorized person, thereby diverting the 
current from the spark plugs and thus pre 

20 venting combustion and consequently the 
starting of the engine. Said device being 
readily released to again establish the cir 
cuit to the spark plugs when it is desired to 
start the engine. 
The invention consists of the novel con 

struction and arrangement of the parts and 
combination of parts hereinafter more fully 
set forth in the following specification and 
pointed out in detail in the appended claim. 

30 In the accompanying drawing. 
Figure 1 is a plan view of our invention 

with a short circuiting plate and lock re 
moved. 

Figure 2 is a vertical section of the casing 
35 showing the short circuiting plate in the nor 

mal position, the short circuiting position 
being shown in dotted lines. 

Figure 3 is a top plan view showing the 
short circuiting plate and lock in position 

40 and the wires leading therefrom to the mag 
neto and spark plugs. 

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of 
the short circuiting plate. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
45 forming part of this specification and in 

which like reference numerals designate like 
parts throughout the several views thereof, 1 
designates the casing which in its preferred 
form consists of a metal box having an out 
wardly extending ledge on either side there 
of to facilitate the attachment of the device 
to the dash board of an automobile. The 
sides of the box are perforated to allow the 
entry of the wires 3 and 4, which it will be 
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understood are parts of the same wire, the 55 
portion 3 in each case leading to one of the 
distributor contacts 5 of the magneto and 
the other portion 4 of the wire leading to 
one of the spark plugs. 6, these spark plugs, 
the distributor contacts, and the number of 
coils 2 within the casing 1, varying with the 
number of cylinders in the automobile en 
gine, the drawings illustrating an 8-cylin 
der engine. For a 4-cylinder engine there 
would be but four plugs and but four coils 2. 
The previously mentioned side flanges 7 

have apertures 8 to receive the screws or 
bolts which fasten the casing to the dash 
board. The dashboard, depending upon the 
automobile to which the device is fitted, is 
either of wood, in which case the device 
would be insulated from the frame, or the 
dash board may be of metal, in which case 
the casing would be grounded. 
Each of the wires leading from the dis 

tributor contacts of the magneto to the 
spark plug is connected to a spring 2 made 
of any conducting metal such as copper, 
brass, or steel, and may be either secured 
to the non-conducting base, preferably of 
wood, located in the bottom of the casing, 
in any preferred manner, such as by the 
screw shown at the right hand coil in Fig. 
2, or, if preferred the coil 2 may be an in 
tegral portion of the metal conducting wire 
which forms the circuit 5-3-4-6. 

Loosely mounted within the casing 1 is a 
metal contact plate. 9 in which is mounted 
a reciprocating bolt 10 controlled by a com 
bination tumbler lock 11 so that the bolt 10 
may be shot into the lower aperture 12 in 
the side of the casing which will hold the 
contact plate 9 in contact with each and all 
of the springs 2, or the bolt may be shot 
into the upper aperture 13 corresponding to 
running position in which case the contact 
plate 9 will be held well above the springs 2. 
When the car is in in operation the current 

passes from one of the distributor con 
tacts 5 through the wires 3 and 4 to the ap- 100 
propriate spark plug 6 which is energized in 
proper sequence with the full current of 
the device since each of the coils 2 are in 
sulated from each other and the wires 3 
and 4 are insulated from the casing 1. When 
the automobile is not in use the knob of the 
tumbler 11 is turned withdrawing the lock 
or bolt 10 from the upper aperture and the 
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20 essarily locking it in that position. 

plate 9 is then forced inward into contact 
with each of the springs and locked in such 
place by means of the tumbler 11. This 
prevents the starting of the engine whether 
the dash board be of wood or of metal. In 
the first case the current is split between 
the eight contact springs each receiving 
one-eighth of the amount of current, this 
being insufficient to cause a spark to pass in 
any of the spark plugs. In case the dash 
board is of metal no current at all passes to 
the spark plugs since the metal casing 1 
would then be grounded on the frame of 
the machine. 
When the owner decides to start the engine 

he turns the knob 11 to the proper com 
bination numbers to open the lock, with 
draws bolt 10 from aperture 12 and shoots 
it into the upper aperture 13 without nec 
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engine may now be controlled in the usual 
way. 
What is claimed is: 
In an ignition system cut-out, a casing, 

a non-conducting base therein, a plurality 
of circuits each having an intermediate por 
tion engaging said base, a fastening mem 
ber of conducting material in contact with 
each of said circuits at an intermediate por 
tion thereof, said members being located in 
spaced parallel rows defining a plane and a 
conducting plate parallel to said base and 
movable within said casing and adapted to 
engage all of said fastening members simul 
taneously whereby said circuits are elec 
trically interconnected. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures. 

CHARLES ACKSON. 
WALKER L. HUXTER. 
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