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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, PHILIP H. FIELDING, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of New York, in the borough of Manhat-
tan and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvementsin Elec-
trical Receptacles, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

- This invention relates to electrical recep-
tacles and similar appliances, the object being
to provide a simple device of this character
consisting of & base and a cover or shield pro-
vided with means for readily and securely
fastening the base to its support and quickly
attaching and detaching the cover or shield
to and from the base. :

The invention consists of the construction
hereinafter described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which— -

Figure 1isa side elevation of the receptacle,
showing one form of a. support in section.
Fig. 2 is a section on line x « of Fig. 1. Fig.
3 is a view of the bottom of the cover. Tig.
4 is a plan of the base with the electrical con-
ductors in place. Fig. 5 is a section on line

4y of Fig. 3. Fig. 6 shows a slight modifi-

cation. Fig. 7shows a modified form of base
to which the receptacle is adapted to be at-
tached, and Fig. 8 is a plan of a supporting-
surface carrying a number of the receptacles.

The receptacle consists of the base A and
the cover or shield B. The base is an elon-
gated body having concentric curved ends
and provided with a raised central portion a,
flanked on each side by a groove or shelf o,
extending entirely across the base and along
which the electrical conductors pass. = At-
tached to the center of the base are the usual
metallic parts of a lamp-socket consisting of
the threaded shell ¢, from which a metal clip
¢’ leads laterally and downwardly into one of
the grooves o', and a center contact ¢?, extend-
ing laterally in the opposite direction into
the other groove.  Each metallic part in the
groove is provided with abinding-screw.c® for
the respective conductors d and d', the insu-
lation being removed from a short length of
the conductors to enable the screws to clamp
the wire without severing it. The shell ¢ is
secured by means of two serews ¢, extending
upward through the bottom of the base, and
between the shell and the face of the base are

inserted two spring-tongues e and ¢’, which
are also held by the same screws and ex-
tend outward slightly beyond the shell and
thence lead upward substantially parallel to

upper edge in offsets ?, forming spring-
latches. .The center of the base is pierced to
receive a fastening device, which, as shown
in Fig. 2, is a screw s and in Fig. 7 as a short
bolt s', similarto a stove-bolt. - The perfora-
tion in the base extends through the center
contact of the lamp-socket, so that a screw-
driver can be used to set it in place. The
head of the serew is also deeply countersunk
in the poreelain or other isulating material
of which the receptacle is made. The screw
s (shown in Fig. 2) is used when the receptacle
ig fixed to a wooden or other substantial sup-
port, and thé bolt s’ (shown in Fig.7) when the
receptacle is secured to sheet-metal or other
thin support, such as is commonly used in

- electric signs.

One of the features of my invention is the
means for holding the base firmly to its sup-
port with a single central screw or bolt to pre-
vent its turning when a twisting force is ap-
plied, as happens when the lamp is serewed
into the socket. This consists in forming a
longitudinal groove o® in the bottom of the
base and providing the support with a ridge
J, which passes into this groove. This ridge
can be easily formed in either a wooden or a
sheet-metal support, and in signs, where a
sheet-metal surface is commonly used, the
ridge can be given the form of the characters
or letters of the sign and the receptacles
quickly located by placing them along the
ridge. This method of mounting the recep-
tacles is very convenient, because when the
base is properly placed over the ridge f its
grooves o' o' are at the same time brought
into alinement with the conductors which ex-
tend from one receptacle to the other, and no
special care need be taken to ‘“‘line up” the
receptacles. This is seen in Fig. 8. Obvi-

ously the groove may be either in the base of
the receptacle or the supporting-surface, the
complementary part of the interlocking con-
nection being in the opposite member. When
the stove-bolt is used, as in Fig. 7, the nut
fits into the depression in the back of the
support.
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Referring now to the cover or shield B, the
same consists in generalof a eylindrical body
having a large axial opening adapted to sur-
round and protect the shell of the socket.
Its internal surface is provided at opposite
points with two notches g g, adapted to re-
ceive the offset ends of the spring tongues or

-latches eand e’ when the cover has been placed

over the base and adjusted to its proper po-
sition thereon. The lower flange of the cover
is provided with two oppositely - disposed
downward extensions ¢’ ¢', which on the out-
side are curved concentrically and with the
same radius as the curved ends of the base,
while internally said projectionshavestraight
walls ¢?, which form the outer sides or walls
of the grooves ¢’ &' in the base, and thus com-
pletely close in the two conductors. At the
point ¢ ¢ the cover is eut away to form in-
clined guides, which direct the spring-tongues
e ¢’ through the cover when the latter is ap-
plied to the base. The base part having been
secured, the coveris applied by simply forcing
it over the shell until the latches fall into the
notches g. It is then held only by the fric-
tional engagement of the latches, which, how-
ever, is quite sufficient for the purpose and
avoids fastening-serews and the time required
to set them in place. Theshapeof thecover,
forming, as it does, a part of the groove in-
closing the conductor and at the same time
permitting the conductor to pass straight out
through the ends of the base, is a feature of
my invention.

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. An electric receptacle having a screw-
threaded socket, and a single screw holding

746,483

the receptacle to its support, in combination

with a support into which said screw enters
and codperative means between thereceptacle
and support preventing the receptacle from
twisting. .

2. The combination with an electrical de-
vice, of a support therefor consisting of a
surface having anintegral formation adapted
to engage with a corresponding integral for-
mation on the device, the said surface forma-
tion being extended and adapted to engage
at any point with such devices, substantially
as described.

3. An electrical receptacle consisting of a
base carrying a cylindrical. shell adapted to
receive the neck of a lamp, a pair of spring-
latches arranged outside of the shell and ex-
tending parallel thereto and a cover adapted
to surround the shell and provided with
notches to receive said latches for holding
the cover in place.

4, In an electrical receptacle, the combi-
nation of a base part having two parallel
shelves extending from end to end, one being
on each side, contacts and binding devices
attached to the base, and a cover adapted to
rest upon the upper surface of the base and
having extending portions opposite each of
said shelves, closing the latter in to form
grooves. . ’

In witness whereof I subscribe my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

PHILIP H. FIELDING.

Witnesses:
FRANK 8. OBER,
WaALDO ‘M. CHAPIN.
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