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To all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known that we, JAMEs BE. THoMSON, of
Buftalo, New York, and EL1JAT CLARK, of Loms-
ville, Kentucky, have invented a new and Im-
proved Enameled-Cork Life-Preserver, of which
the following is a description:

Our mventlon consists in enameling cork with

asphaltum to render it impervious to watcr, and
in the formation and construction of the life-pre-
server, as hereinafter described.

The dr awing, with letters of reference thereon,
forms part of this specification, in which—

C C C are pieces of cork of any required length
and size, that have been first well saturated or im-
pregnated with asphaltum to render them imper-
vious to water, and which corks are attached to-
gether by means of webbing and copper wire D
D D, as shown in the accompanying drawing,
leavingthe cork visible. BB are shoulder- stra ’ll)b,
made of any suitable material and attached to
the top of the cork. A A are dlhl straps, that
go under the arms of the wearer and serve to
]\eep the life-preserver in proper position so as to
enable the wearer to use his arms freely either
in swimming or pulling an oar of a boat. 1 T

are straps or ties by which the life-preserver is
made fast to the body of the wearer.

To enable others skilled in the art to make and
use our invention, we will proceed to describe its
construction and operation.

‘We tale pieces of cork, C C C, and, when eut

to the required length, width, and thickness, we
thoroughly impregnate them with asphaltum,
which 1‘endub them entirely impervious to water
of every description and prevents them from ab-
sorbing it. These corks thus prepared we attach
together by means of webbing and copper wire
DD D, so arranged that the life- -preserver, when
not in nse, can be made to fold up and occupy
but a small space. We attach to the corks two
shoulder-straps, B'B, made of any suitable ma-
terial that is strong and pliable. We have two
arm-straps, A A, which are also attached to the
cork and go under the arms, keeping the life-
preserver in proper position, so as to allow of the
free use of the arms for any purpose that may
be required. Thelife-preserver is tastened to the
body of the wearer by means of straps E E, made
either of leather, linen, or other suitable mate-
rial.

Havingthusfully deseribed ourinvention, what
we claim as new, and desue to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The cork G C C, when impregnated or satu-
rated with asphaltum, constructed and arranged
substantially as deseribed and for the uses and

pur poses set forth.
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