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Specification deseribing Improvements in
Ladders, invented by GEORGE W. WILLIS, of
Atchison, in the county of Atchison and State
of Kansas.

Figure 1 is a side view of a ladder to which
my improvement has been applied. Fig. 2 is
a detail edge view of a portion of the same.
Fig. 3 is a detail side view of a part of the
same enlarged.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

My invention relates to improvement in the
class of ladders which are provided with an
extensible foot or leg, whereby they are adapt-
ed to stand upon inclined or uneven surfaces.
Hence I do not claim such construetion broad-
ly. The invention consists in the construction
hereinafter described and specifically indicat-
ed in the claim.

A and B are the side bars of the ladder, to
which the rounds C are attached in the ordi-
nary manner. The lower end of one of the
side bars, as A, of the ladder is sawn off, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, so as to make one of
the side bars of the ladder shorter than the
other. D is a rod or bar, which may be made
tubular, if desired, to combine lightness with
strength. To the lower end of the rod D is at-
tached or upon it is formed a foot, B, which
may be the piece sawn from the bar A. The

’

rod D passes throngh and works up and down
in keepers F G attached to the side of the
shorter side bar A. The rod D has a knob or
handle, ¢!, formed upon or attached to its up-
per end for convenience in raising and lower-
ing the said rod. Upon the outer side of the
rod D are formed teeth d?, upon which the
pawl H takes hold to hold the said rod secure-
ly in any position into which it may be moved.
The pawl H is pivoted to lugs formed upon
the keeper G, and its engaging end is held
against the teeth @® of the rod D by a spring,
I, as shown in Figs.1 and 3. The rod D may
be kept from turning upon the side-bar A by
flanges or wings J formed upon or attached to
it, as shown in Tig. 2. '

By this construction the ladder ean beread-
ily adjusted to stand firmly upon an uneven
or inclined surface.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The part E, notched rod D d, spring-pawl
H I, and keepers ¥ (, arranged in connee-
tion with the shorter bar A of the ladder, as
shown and described.
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