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Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 16, 1908. 
Application filed March 27, 1907, Serial No. 364,915, 

To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, GEORGE.J. STEVENs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans, State of 
Louisiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in File-Cases; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
S86. · 

This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in file cases, and it has for its 
object to provide a file case of novel con 
struction including a reinforced sheet metal 
box or drawer and shelves contained therein, 
said shelves embodying novel label holding 
e8.S. 

The details of construction will appear in 
the course of the following description, 
wherein reference is had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this specifi 
cation, like characters of reference designat 
ing similar parts throughout the several views, 
wherein- - 

Figure 1 is a front view of a file case con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal 
section thereof. Fig. 3 is a vertical trans 
verse section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 
4 is a detail perspective view of a removable 
shelf included in the invention, and Fig. 5 is 
a plan view of the blank from which said 
shelf is constructed. Fig. 6 is a vertical 
transverse section on the line 6-6 of Fig. 2. 
The invention, in its practical embodi 

ment, comprises a rectangular box having 
an open front end and a rear end wall 2. The 
box1 is preferably constructed of sheet. 
metal and its rear end wall 2 is made in a 
separate section soldered or otherwise se 
cured to the box 1, and having angular 
flanges 3 overlying the sides of said box as 
reinforcing means. The side walls 4 of the 
box 1 are provided with spaced parallel out 
wardly extending depressions 5 affording 
longitudinal grooves, arranged in corre 
sponding pairs, the grooves of each pair being 
??? in coincident planes. At its front 

end the box. 1 is reinforced by a surrounding 
strap 6, preferably soldered thereto and 
comprising a section of sheet metal having 
its sides bent coextensively upon them 
selves, as at 7, with their edges confronting 
one another. 

Shelves 8 are supported in the box 1, One 

above the other, with their edges, disposed in the grooves 5 of a corresponding pair. 
Each of said shelves is constructed of a sheet 
metal section of rectangular shape converg 
ing towards a central point and bent verti 
ily upon itself at its front edge to afford a 

vertical flange 9, the plies of which are 
spaced away from one another to afford a 
narrow space 10 therebetween. 
The blank from which each shelf 8 is con 

structed is formed with converging slits 11, 
as shown in Fig. 5. When the end of said 
blank is bent to form the flange 9, each slit 
11 extends in opposite directions in the 
plies of said flange. A label 12 is designed 
to have its ends inserted through the slits 11 
and into the space 10, said flange thus con 
stituting a holder for each label. 
The shelves 8 in their superposed relation 

define independent compartments for the 
reception of papers relative to different 
matters, such as individual accounts. The 
flange 9 incidentally serves as a shelf pull, 
and, owing to its construction, the labels 12 
may be readily inserted and removed. It 
will be apparent that any number of grooves 
5 and shelves 8 may be employed in accord 
ance with the different individual matter 
filed in a single box 1. It is preferred to so 
construct the boxes that any selected num 
ber may be fitted or locked together to form 
as an entirety a sectional file case. With 
this object in view plates 13 and 14 are se 
cured by suitable fastening means 15 to the 
opposite sides of each box. 
formed centrally thereof with a longitudinal 
vertical groove 16 and the plate 14 is formed 
centrally thereof with a longitudinal dove 
tail projection 17 which is designed to inter 

The plate 13 is. 
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fit the groove 16 of the adjacent box. In 
this manner a continuous file case may be 
constructed step by step and the boxes in 
dividually or as an entirety may be closed 
by a flexible rolling metallic cover of con 
ventional form and which 
necessary to show. 
A file case constructed in accordance with 

this invention is inexpensive to manufac 
ture, strong, owing to the provision of the 
depressions which serve as strengthening 
ribs, and practical. 
What is claimed is 
A file cabinet comprising a box rectangu 

lar in cross-section and having its sides pro 
vided with longitudinal grooves, and shelves 
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having portions thereof engaged in corre 
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sponding pairs of said grooves, each- of said || || In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-, 
shelves? a. ::: ?????? : hav- ture, in presence of two witnesses. ing its front edge bent to form a two-ply ver- a 
? flange, the material of said fia. ?????????? ". . . . GEORGE.J. STEVENS. 

5 provided with oppositely extending slits, the Witnesses: , . 
plies of said flange being spaced away from E.F. HERMANDEz, 
one another. ? W. O. SENTZ. 


