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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, AUGUST F. WIRsCH 

ING and RoBERT A. WIRsCHING, citizens of 
the United States, residing at Los Angeles, 
in the county of Los Angeles and State of 
California, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Luminous Signs and Num 
bers, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to luminous signs 

and has for its object the provision of 
luminous sign units of novel construction 
and which may be readily assembled and 
attached to a support to form a sign. 
The invention will be readily understood 

from the following description of the ac 
companying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of sign units. 
constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion, said units being shown as numbers. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view of sign units com 
prising letters. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section through one 
of the units taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

In the drawings I have shown sign units 
consisting of letters and numbers, but it 
will be obvious that other units may be 
constructed of any desired conformation. 
The principles involved in the construc 

tion of each of the units consist of the pro 
vision of a transparent plate having a flat 
edge flange arranged to form a base by 
which the unit is supported upon a suitable 
mounting, and a central portion of the plate 
consisting of angularly disposed surfaces 
projecting outwardly from the edge flange 
portion with a luminous material upon the 

desides of said angularly disposed sur 
aCeS. 

Referring to the particular embodiment 
of the invention illustrated, the various let 
ters or figures forming the sign units may 
each be formed of a glass plate consisting 
of angularly disposed surfaces 1 having 
their meeting ridge 2, preferably, flattened 
and extending longitudinally of the figure 
or letter. The ends of the angularly dis 
posed surfaces 1 preferably, terminate in 
outwardly diverging angularly disposed sur 
faces 4. 
The diverging edges of surfaces 1 and 4 

terminate in an outwardly extending sur 
face 3 arranged around the edge of surfaces 

1 and 4. This edge surface is arranged as 
a flat surface which may rest against a suit 
able mounting upon which the sign units 
are supported. 
By this construction it will be seen that 

the underside of a unit presents a recess 5 
closed at its side and ends and extending 
longitudinally of the sign unit. The sur 
faces 1 and 4 inclosing this recess are angu 
larly disposed relative to one another so that 
light passing through the same will be pro 
jected in transverse directions from the sign 
unit and also longitudinally beyond the 
same. A portion of said light will also 
be projected straight outwardly through the 
flattened surface 2 which extends longi 
tudinally of the sign unit. The sign unit 
may be made luminous for projecting the 
light from the same by coating the under 
sides of the surfaces 1 and 4 with any suit 
able luminous coating 6 which may be paint 
or the like. 

In practice it will be understood that the 
units are assembled upon a suitable mount 
ing and the flat surfaces 3 secured to said 
mounting in any suitable manner as by ce 
menting. The light from the luminous ma 
terial 6 will then be projected through the 
transparent material forming the sign units 
to provide a luminous sign. It will be ob 
vious that the transparent material forming 
the sign units may be colored or stained as 
desired. 

Various changes may be made without 
departing from the spirit of the invention 
as claimed. 
What we claim is: 
1. As a new article of manufacture, a 

luminous sign character comprising a body 
conforming to the contour of said sign char 
acter composed of glass in which is formed 
a channel that is substantially V-shaped in 
cross section, portions of said body to the 
sides of said channel being extended out 
wardly to form flat-faced marginal flanges 
and the angular faces within the W-shaped 
channel being coated with luminous sub 
stance. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a 
luminous sign character comprising a body 
conforming to the contour of said sign char 
acter composed of glass in which is formed 
a recess that is substantially V-shaped in 
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cross section and the ends of said recess be 
ing provided with inclined faces, the in 
clined faces at the sides and ends of said re 
cess being coated with luminous substance, 
and the portions of the body of the char 
acter to the sides and ends of the recess 
therein being extended to form marginal 

flanges having smooth flat front faces that 
are adapted to contact with a flat surface 
to which the character is applied. 10 
In testimony whereof we have signed our 

names to this specification. 
AUGUST F. WIRSCHING. 
ROBERT A. WRSCHING. 


