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This invention relates to trays for supporting 
visible index records and has particular reference 
to improvements in the construction and mount 
ing of the separating sheets by which the records 
are divided into groups, generally alphabetical. 
The records for automatic bookkeeping na 

chines are frequently arranged in trays having 
Separating sheets with alphabetical or other 
markings, the records for a partitcular subdivi 
Sion being made on cards located between the 
Separating sheetS in an echelon arrangement. 
Previous constructions have had the disadvantage 
that the separating sheets tended either to pile 
up on each other as they were turned or to offer 
resistance to turning due to the fact that they 
Were in some way anchored in position, it is the 
object of this invention to avoid these difficulties 
and to improve the constructtion of the separat 
ing sheets and the method by which they are re 
leasably held in the tray. 
The invention Will now be described in connec 

tion. With the accompanying drawing in which 
Fig. 1 is a perSpective view of the tray of the 

type to which the invention relates; 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view show 

ing the construction of the separating sheets and 
their holding mechanism; and 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view show 
ing the method of mounting the holding mecha 
nism for the sheets. 

ihe tray has a generally rectangular base to 
Which Wings 2 and 3 are held by a hinge struc 
ture E. These wings are preferably supported by 
links 5 sliding in slots 6, although this detailed 
Construction forms no part of the present inven 
tion. Seated on the bottom of the tray between 
the wings 2 and 3 are a plurality of separating 
sheets , generally of stiff cardboard and having 
On their tops suitable indexing means not shown. 
The Opposite ends of the separating sheets are 
each provided with a small roller 8 extending a 
short distance in Wardly from the end of the sheet 
and provided with a longitudinal cut in which the 
botton edge of the sheet is secured as by a suit 
able adhesive. It is not necessary or even desir 
able to extend the roller construction throughout 
the entire length of the sheet as rollers an inch 
or two long at the ends of the sheet will give ann 
ple Support. The function of the rollers is to 
cause a slight Separation of the sheets one from 
another and to assist in the ease with which they 
can be swung through the angle determined by 
that between the wings 2 and 3. The bottom of 
the tray is preferably covered with a longitudi 
nally corrugated Soft material 9, such as cordu 
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roy, and is preferably raised in its central portion 

to support the record cards. 
It is desirable for several reasons, including 

that of preventing one sheet from climbing on the 
next when they are turned, to provide the sheets 
With an anchoring mechanism insuring that they 
Willi remain in Substantial contact With the bot 
tom of the tray. This means consists of a rod 
$2 at each end passing through slots 3 in the 
sheets. It is preferable that this rod be remov 
able so that the Sheets may be taken out if de 
Sired. For this reason the rear end of the rod 
is located in a suitable recess (not shown) in the 
Wail of the tray While the front end is located in 
all Open fecess in a plate 4. The rod is held 
against endwise movement by a plate 5 slotted 
at 6 and hield in position for endwise movement 
On the tray Wall by rivets extending through 
these slotS. he plate has a hole 8 which, when 
the plate is slid to the left as viewed in Fig. 3, 
Will be located in alignment with the end of the 
rod. The rod Cain then be removed and the 
sheets taken out or rearranged. 
While the manner of supporting the individual 

record cards laterally is immaterial as far as 
the present invention is concerned, a simple way 
is to provide rods 9 extending from front to back 
of the tray at regular intervals. The record 
cards are provided with recesses 25 with the same 
Spacing as these rods so that the cards can be 
arranged in any desired manner such as an ech 
elon formation and will be supported in that ar 
rangement until lifted out and reset on the rods 
in a different position. This permits the cards 
to be regrouped in alphabetical formation as de 
Sired. The separating sheets are cut away as at 

to clear the rods and the elevated part 
of the tray bottom on which the cards rest. 

claim: 
l. A visible index holding tray having end bot 

ton portions, the portion of the bottom of the 
tray intermediate the end portions being at a 
higher elevation than the end portions and con 
tinuous from end portion to end portion, a plu 
rality of separating sheets having end portions 
the lower edges of which rest on the end bottom 
portions of the tray, the portions of the lower 
edges of the separating sheets intermediate said 
end portions being spaced above the elevated in 
termediate portion of the bottom of the tray, said 
elevated intermediate portion forming a continu 
OuS support for the lower edges of record cards 
positioned between the separating sheets, and rod 
means Spaced above the Surface of the elevated 
portion. 
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2. A visible index holding tray as in claim 1 in NYPber Name Date 
which the end portions of the separating sheets 1266,458 Hagans ------------ May 14, 1918 
are provided with cylindrical roller members ex- 1,314,944 Bowman ------------ Sept. 2, 1919 
tending the full length of the end portions of the 1708,017 Hunter-------------- Apr. 9, 1929 
bottom of the tray, the supporting surface of the 5 1,931,891 Cooper ------------- Oct. 24, 1933 
end portions being corrugated to receive said 2,055.364 Roscoe ------------ Sept. 22, 1936 
roller members. 2,240,325 Brulen -------------------- Apr. 29, 1941 
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