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1

This invention relates to locking mechanism
and more particularly to locking mechanism used
in mail treating machines.

One of the objects of this invention is to pro-
vide a new and improved locking mechanism.
Another object is to provide mechanism of the
above character which is simple, thoroughly dura-
ble, and practical. Another cbject is to provide
a construction cf the ahove character which forms
an efficient locking mechanism which protects
the meter from being tampered with. Another
is to provide a construction of the above char-
acter which is characterized by its sturdy con-
struction and is well adapted to withstand the
strains of hard usage. Stili another object is to
provide mechanism of the above character which
may be easily operated. Other objects will be in
part obvious and in part peinted out hereinafter.

The invention accordingly consists, in the fea-
tures of construction, combinations of elements,
and arrangements of parts, all as will be illustra-
tively described herein, and the scope of the ap-
plication which will be indicated in the follow-
ing claims.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings,
in which is shown one of the various possible em-
bodiments of this invention,

Figure i is a side elevation of a meter for a
mail treating machine;

Figure 2 is a horizontal section taken through 3

the base of the meter shown in Figure 1 and show-

ing a portion of the power plant of a mail treat-

ing machine on which the meter is mounted;
Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, but with

the meter and certain parts on the power plant in :

different relative positions;

Figure 4 is a vertical section taken on the line
A—4& of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4, but with
certain parts in different relative positions;

Figure 6 is a vertical section taken on the line
8-—38 of Figure 4;

Figure 7 is a vertical section taken on the line
11 of Figure 4 with certain parts of the power
plant being shown;

Figure 8 is a vertical section taken on the line
8—=8 of Figure 4; and,

Figure 9 is a side elevation of certain parts
mounied on the power plant taken on the line
9—3 of Pigure 3,
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Similar reference characters refer to similar
parts throughout the several views of the draw-
ings.

This application is a division of Patent No.
2,371,070, which was filed on April 29, 1940,

Referring now to the drawings, the locking
mechanism described hereinafter locks the meter,
generally indicated at 10, to the power plant of
2 malil treating machine. In mounting meter 0
(Figure 1) upon the power plant, it is necessary
that the meter be properly positioned on plate
970 of the power plant to establish the drive
connection between the meter and the power
plant. It is also necessary that the meter be
held firmly in position on the power plant so that
it cannot move during its operation and it is de-
sirable that locking mechanism be provided
which prevents the meter from being taken off
of the power plant in the middie of a cyclical op-
eration or being operated after the meter has
been removed from the power plant. To properly
position the meter upon the power plant, posi-
tioning and locking pins $82, 984, and 985 (Pig-
ures 1, 2, and 3) are provided. When the meter
is mounted upon the power plant meter support-
ing plate 979, these pins extend through three
Spaced openings 992, 893, and 994 which open-
ings are more or less egg shaped, as shown in Fig-
ures 2 and 3.

When mounting the meter on power plant plate
918, its three locking pins 983, 584, and 985 are
entered into the larger end of the three open-
ings 992, 998, and 984, as shown in Figure 2, and
means are provided for shifting the meter until
its pins engage the smaller ends of said open-
ings. The meter is provided with a positioning
pin 995 (Figures 1, 2, and 3) which extends
through an elongated opening 986 formed in plate
970 against which pin the meter positioning and
locking lever 997 engages during the rotation
of said lever about its pivot pin 998 to shifi the
meter from its mounting position, as shown in
Figure 2, to its locked operative position, as shown
in Figure 3.

The means for operating the meter position-
ing and locking lever 997 includes erank handle
999 pivotally mounted on a bracket (63 by a
shaft 164. Crank handle 999 is connected to a
crank arm (808 (Figures 2 and 9) through lugs
998q and §99b. Crank arm 1288 (Figure 3) is
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¢onnected to the meter positioning and locking
lever 897 by means of a connecting rod 1082, The
forward end of connecting rod {8082 is pivotally
connected to the meter positioning and locking
lever 997 by & ball jeint 1803, This ball joint
includes a ball-like member {094 slidably mounted
on connecting rod 186082. Member (864 sets
against a semi-spherical surface 1885 formed on
the right-hand end (Figure 3) of lever 987 and

is held in engagement with surface 1805 by a 1

compression spring 1896 which is under compres-
sion between member 1884 and a collar 1007
fastened to connecting rod {802. The compres-
sion spring is arranged to yieldingly urge lever
§97 against a connecting rod stop collar {808 se-
curely fastened upon the connecting rod 1082,
as shown in Figure 2.

Due to the above described construction the
meter positioning and locking lever 28T will be
positively returned to its unlocked position, as
shown in Figure 2, by the connecting rod collar
{208 directly engaging the positioning and lock-
ing lever 991.

1t is preferable to provide the rear end of con-
necting rod 1802 with a goose neck portion i988
(Figures 3 and 9) to enable the operating crank
arm 1000 to pass over center when the meter is
positioned and locked upon the power plant and
the crank arm is held in this over cenfer lock-
ing position by the tension of compression spring
1936,

The rotation of crank handle 898 from its re-
tracted position of Figure 2 fo ifs locking posi-
tion of Figure 3, will through its connecting
mechanism rotate the meter positioning and
locking lever 287 in a counterclockwise direction
and during this rotation will engage the meter
positioning pin 5895, and through such engage-
ment will move the meter into its operative locked
position.
~ The movement of the meter into its operative
position as shown in Figure 3 is employed to lock
the meter to the supporting plate 970 by pro-
viding, adjacent the smaller end of each of the

three openings formed in the meter supporting .

plate, locking members 418, i0Hl, and 1812
each of which is provided with a cam surface
1612 (Figures 2, 3, 6, and 8) for engaging the
annular locking grooves 986 formed in the meter
positioning and locking pins. The engaging sur-
faces formed between the locking members and
meter pins are tapered as shown in the drawings
for drawing the meter down tightly onto the plate
when moved into its locked position and for pull-
ing pins %84 and 985 downwardly to unlock the
meter, as will be described hereinafer. As shown
in the drawings, the locking members may be
fastened to the under surface of meter support-
ing plate §18 by rivets $2{4, (Figures 2 and 3).
The advantage of the mechanism just de-
seribed permits the meter to be placed onto the
meter supporting plate 878 and then moved rear-
wardly axnd to the left, as viewed in Figures 2
and 3, along the surface of said plate into ifs op-
erative position, at which time the coupling g82
on the power plant which supplies power to the
meter is couplied to the coupling 1617 connected
to the main drive shaft 1818 of the meter. To
remove the meter from the power plant, crank
handle 898 is moved teo its unlocked position, as
shown in Figure 2, and at this time the meter
may he removed from itz engagement with lock-
ing members {818, {84, and {212 and then lifted
upwardly from plate 873, The horizontal move-
ment of the meter to or from its operative posi-
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tion is employed tc connect or disconnect the
meter driving coupling 282. In Figure 2, the
coupling is shown disconnected and the meter
ready to be lifted from the power plant, while
in Figure 3, the coupling is shown ccnnected and
the meter is in its normal driving position.

The meter positioning and locking means just
deseribed provides a simple and effective mecha-
nism for mounting the meter upon the power
plant in its correct operating relation thereto or
for removing the meter therefrom. It insures
the correct aligning and connecting of the driv-
ing coupling 282 with coupling {817 so that when
the meter is moved to its operative position, it is
automatically coupled with the power plant driv-
ing mechanism so that the printing drum within
the printing drum housing 388 (Figure 1) may
be driven when the power plant mechanism is
actuated. The meter driving couplings 882 and
1017 are of the type commonly used in machines
of this character in which the two parts can be
connected only when presented in proper rela-
tion. The coupling 982 is operatively connected
to the power plant driving mechanism while the
coupling {817 is connected to the adjacent end
of the meter drive shaft 1818.

Positioning and locking pins 284 and 985, to-
gether with mechanism associated with them,
prevent operation of the meter when it is removed
from the power plant and also prevent removal of
the meter from the power plant in the middle of
a cyclical operation. Positioning pin 985 (Fig-
ures 4 and 5) has a vertically extending shank
{827 passing through a guide bore 1528 (Figure
5), formed in flange {829, which flange is prefer-
ably formed as an integral portion of the meter
end plate {026 and extends forwardly therefrom.
The upper end of shank §§27 is slidably guided in
lug 1580, which lug preferably is formed as an
integral part of the meter rear plate 1926. The
shank at its upper end is provided with a locking
head 153i. The locking pin 885 is yieldingly
urged upwardly by interposing a compression
spring 1632 between the top surface of flange 1629
and collar 1632, which collar is securely fastened
to said shank by means of taper pin {624,

The flange portion 182§ is provided with a suit-
able counterbore {635 to permit a limited upward
movement of said pin until its enlarged portion
1636 seats against the upper end of said counter-
bore. When the locking pin is in the above men-
tioned position, namely when its head portion
1636 seats against the upper end of the counter-
bored portion {538, as shown in Figure 4, the

= locking head {83{ of said shank will move into

locking engagement with a suitable locking notch
1837 formed in the hub portion 1838 of a gear
pinned to the countershaft shaft {244, thereby
securely locking the countershaft from rotation
in a clockwise direction, as viewed in Figures 4
and 5, while the reverse rotation of the counter-
shaft is locked by the main shaft ratchet wheel
1613 and g pair of pawls 16i5 and {620 coacting
therewith.

The positioning and locking pin 885 is moved
downwardly to release its locking head 1631 from
the locking notch {3237 when the meter is in its
operative position on the rower plant as is clearly
shown in Figures 5 and 6. This action is due to
the engagement of the cam surfaces formed upon
the lower end of the locking pin 985 and locking
member {212 which member is mounted upon the
power plant meter supporting plate 978 and
which cams the pin 985 downwardly during the




2,522,287

movement of the meter into. its locked position in
the manner previously described.

Positioning and locking pin 984 is similar in
construction to the locking pin 985 and is pro-
vided with a shank {639 extending through guide
bore 1640 formed in flange 1§29 and through
bracket 1625. The pin. 884 is vieldingly urged
upwardly by means of compression spring {641
interposed between the upper surface of flange

1629 and collar 1642 which collar is securely fas- 1

tened to said shank by means of taper pin 1643.
The upper end of shank {538 is bifurcated to re-
ceive a locking lever 1644 (Figure 8) and is piv-
otally connected to said lever by means of pin
1845 (Figures 4 and 8) which pin engages a lon-
gitudinal slot 1846 formed in said lever. One end
of lever 1644 is mounted upon pivot pin 1647
which pin is suitably fastened to the meter end
plate 1826 and the lever is maintained upon said
pivot pin by means of washer | 548 and cotter pin
1649,

The locking lever 1644 ig provided with two
arms, an upper arm (658 and a lower arm (651,
The locking lever upper arm 1650 is provided with
a downwardly directed locking finger 1552 which
is arranged to cooperate with locking notch {853
formed in the periphery of locking disc [§54
which disc is preferably formed as an integral
portion of the ratchet wheel 1613,

‘The lower arm 1851 of the locking lever {644 is
provided with an arcuate cam surface (655 en-
gaging a cooperating cam surface | 658 formed on
the upper end of plunger $657 which plunger slid-
ably extends through hracket 1835 and the end
plate flange 1629. The plunger is yieldingly
urged downwardly by interposing eompression
spring {658 between the undersurface of hracket
1625 and a collar (652 secured to 3aid plunger hy
means of taper pin 1860, The collar 1§59 is pro-
vided with an annular groove {651 into which the
free end of arm #6352 of bellerank lever 1683 oper-
atively engages. - The bellerank lever 16623 is piv-
otally mounted upon the ratchet nawl pivot pin

{621 and is interposed hetween ratchet lever 1529

and the front face of the meter rear plate 10726,
A locking finger 1684 is formed upon the uppeér
arm {665 of bellcrank lever 1363 and cooperates
with locking noteh 1638, which locking notch is
formed in the ratchet wheel locking disc {654,

The operation of this portion of the locking
mechanism is briefly as follows:

When the meter is removed from the power
plant, the positioning and locking pin 684 is
moved upwardly. under thea infiluence of spring
1641 until the enlarged portion 667 of the pin
seats in the upper end of counterbore 1568
(Figure 4). This upward movement of the jock-
Ing pin rotates the locking lever 1884 about its
pivot 1647 in a clockwise direction, as viewed in
Pigure 5. This clockwise rotation of locking lever
1644 rotates the locking finger 1884 of the beil-
crank lever (663 into locking engagement with
the notch 1666 formed in said ratchet wheel lock.
ing disc as is clearly shown in Figure 4. The
motion. is transmitted from the lecking lever to
the bellerank through plunger (687, and its collar
1689, to the arm 1662 of said bellerank lever.
When the meter is removed from the power plant,
the locking ‘finger 16864 of bellcrank 1683, in
entering the locking notch 1588, positively locks
the driving mechanism of the meter against op-
eration in either direction. Tt also retracts the
point 1669 of plunger {857
1670 to permit the placement or removal of the
meter from the power plant. ‘

. When the meter is correctly positioned and
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locked upon the power plant, the locking and
positioning pin 884 will be withdrawn a prede~-
termined -distance due to the engagement of ‘the
cam surface 1013 of locking member I81i and
the surface 986 of pin 885. This position of the
parts is clearly shown in Figure 8 and the down-
ward movement of the lockitg pin 884 acts to
rotate its connected locking lever (§44 in a
counterclockwise direction and through its con-
nection with plunger (657 will swing the bell-
crank 1663 in a clockwise direction to remove
the bellcrank locking finger 1664 from engage-
ment with the locking notch 168§ thersby releas-
ing: the power plant driving mechanism for op-~
eration. :

The counterclockwise rotation of locking lever
1664 swings the locking finger 1652, carried by
its arm portion (650 to a position directly adja-
cent but not entering the locking notch | 653,
as is clearly shown in Figure 5. It will be under-
stood that finger 1652 of the locking lever 1644
does not:enter into locking engagement with the
locking disc when the locking pin 984 is pulled
downwardly during the movement of the meter
into operative position upon the power plant.

When the meter is removed from the power
blant, should it be attempted to actuate the meter
by pulling out the locking pin 884, there is no
way for the person attempting such manipula-
tion to know when the locking pin has reached
its ‘meter releasing position. If the pin is not
moved far enough, the locking finger 652 wili
not be released from its locking notch {588 or if
the pin is pulled out too far, the locking finger
1652 carried by arm 1650 of the locking lever will
enter into locking engagement with the locking
disc notch 1683, thereby locking the meter driv.
Ing mechanism against operation.

The adjustment of pin 884 to operating posi-
tion which is between the two just referred to
locking positions of the mechanism is 50 critical
that it necessitates a very accurate positioning
of pin 984 to render the machine operative. This
feature is incorporated for the purpose of dis-
couraging attempts to tamper with the meter
when removed from the power plant. If the
Person attempting to tamper with the maching,
manipulated only the positioning and locking
pin 984 and did not at the same time pull out-
wardly upon the locking pin 985, and dig suceeed
in freeing the machine for operation, it would
turn the undercut portion of the lockine motel
1637 under the head portion. 1€31 of locking pin
985 and as a result thereof would not only lock
the driving mechanism of the machine against
operation, but would also .lock the locking pnin
985 against outward movement. As the metar
driving mechanism can not he rotated in a re-
versed direction to release. the engagement cof
notch {637 with the head 1621, the roeter would
require returning for servicing in order to place
it back in its normal operative condition.

- As a further precaution to discourage tamuner-
ing with the meter while it is removed {rom the
power unit, the positioning ang locking pin com-
pression springs 1832 and 1841 are of suflicient
strength to prevent manuail manipulation of the
pins. It would require special tools in ordar to
accomplish the proper actuation of the pins to
release the meter for operation.

Emergency means are provided for rels
the meter from the power plant should the driv
ing mechanism of the meter or power plant be-
come jammed or stuck during the operating i
of the machine., This meags includes broviding
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the meter supporting plate 870 of the power plant
with a disc 1671 (Figures 2, 3, and 7) which disc
is journaled in a suitable bore (672 extending
through said plate so that the upper surface of
gaid disc is flush with the top surface of said
plate. The disc is provided adjacent its lower
surface with a flange for supporting it to plate
970 by means of headed rivets 1673 as is clear-
ly shown in Figures 3 and 7, where it will be
observed that the flange portion of the disc 161t
is retained between the heads of said rivets 1673
and the bottom surface of the meter supporting
plate 970.

Tn order to assemble disc 1671, its flanged por-
tion is provided with two notches 1674 positioned
to register with the heads of rivets 1673 in order
to permit the disc to be inserted into the bore
1672 when the disc is turned to an extreme in-
operative position. The disc 1671 is provided
with an arm {615 (Figures 2 and 3) having a right
angled end portion 1675 which right angled end
portion is secured to a post 1611 by a headed
locking pin 1678 (Figure 7) which pin extends
through aligned bores formed in said post and
portion 1676 of said arm. The post 1611 is
securely riveted to the under surface of plate 970.
The end of pin 1678 is provided with a trans-
verse bore through which wires {679 are passed.
The ends of the wires are fastened together by
means of a lead seal 1680 applied by an official
of the Post Office Department. A conical depres-
sion 681 (Figure 7) is provided in the upper
surface of dise 1611 eccentric to the axis of ro-
tation thereof to receive the point 1669 of plunger
{657 when the meter is locked in its operative
position.

During the removal of the meter from the
power plant, the tapered surfaces of the plunger
point 16€9 and conical depression {681 will cam
the plunger upwardly against the tension of its
spring 1688. This upward movement of the
plunger will cause the bellcrank {663 to rotate
about its pivot in a counterclockwise direction
and as the meter driving mechanism is in its rest
position, the locking finger 1664 of this lever may
enter the lccking disc notch (686. THowever,
should it be attempted to remove the meter from
the power plant while the driving mechanism
of the meter is in some other position than its
normal rest position, the end of locking finger
1664 will engage the periphery of locking disc
1665 thereby preventing the camming of the end
of plunger 1657 from the conical depression 1681
and as a result, the meter cannot be removed
from the machine until the parts are returned
to their rest position. This is for the purpose
of preventing the removal of the meter while
the stamp printing die is located opposite the
printing aperture in the printing drum cover 980.

In the event that the mechanism in the meter
or the power plant becomes inoperative through
jamming, when the driving and driven mecha-
nism of said meter and power plant are out of
normal rest position, it will be impossible to re-
move the meter from said power plant in the
normal and above described manner and it will
necessitate the service of an authorized official of
the Post Gffice Department to break the seal $680,
remove the wire 1378 from the end of the headed
locking pin 1878 and thereafter withdraw the
said headed locking pin from the end 1676 of
the disc arm {875 and thereafter to rotate the
disc by means of manipulating the arm 1675
while simultansously actuabting the meter lock-
ing crank handle §99 and thereby permitting the
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pointed end 1669 of plunger (651 to travel during
the movement of the locking and positioning pins
along their respective slots until the pins are free
of their respective locking members, whereupon
the meter may be lifted from the power plant.

Thus it will be seen that pins 984 and 985 con-
trol the operation of the meter preventing rota-
titon of the printing drum when the meter is not
mounted on the power plant and also preventing
the removal of the meter from the power plant
when the printing drum is not in its rest position.
Accordingly, an efficient and practical locking
mechanism which accomplishes the objects here-
inabove described, as well as many others, has
been disclosed.

As many possible embodiments may be made
of the above invention, all without departing
from the scope of the invention, it is to be under-
stood that all matter hereinbefore set forth or
shown in the accompanying drawings, is to be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense.

What is claimed is:

1. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine including a meter and a power plant,
said meter being detachably mounted on said
power plant, in combination, a plurality of pins
extending outwardly from said meter, said pins
being capable of being withdrawn from said
meter, locking means for locking the mechanism
of said meter, means connecting said locking
means and said pins, said pins when withdrawn
from said meter acting to unlock said locking
means, and means on said power plant acting to
withdraw said pins from said meter and thus un-
lock the mechanism of said meter when said
meter is mounted on said power plant.

2. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine including a meter and a power plant,
said meter being detachably mounted on said
power plant, in combination, a plurality of pins
extending outwardly from said meter, locking
means for locking the mechanism of said meter,
means connecting said locking means and said
pins, said locking means being in locking posi-
tion when said meter is not mounted on said
power plant, and cam means on said power plant
engaging cam surfaces on said pins to move said
pins as said meter is moved into mounted posi-
tion, movement of said pins moving said locking
means to unlocked position.

3. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine including a power plant having a meter
detachably mounted thereon, said meter having
mechanism which is eyclically operated, in com-
bination, a plurality of pins extending from said
meter, locking means for locking the mechanism
of said meter, means connecting said locking
means and said pins, said locking means being
in locked position when said meter is not mounted
on said power plant, means on said power plant
operatively engaging said pins when said meter
is mounted on said power plant, said last-men-
tioned means acting through said pins to move
said locking means to unlocked position as said
meter is locked in position on said power plant,
and a locking pin actuated by one of said pins
for locking said meter to said power plant when
said locking means is moved to an unlocked posi-
tion, said locking pin extending into said power
plant, and means preveting removal of said lock=
ing. pin from said power plant during a cycle ‘of
operation,

4, In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine, including a power plant having a meter
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detachably mounted thereon, the mechanism of
said meter being cyclically operated from a rest
position, in combination, a pin mounted on said
meter, said pin having a mushroom shaped head,
said power plant having a hole therein into
which said pin extends when said meter is
mounted on said power plant, said meter being
mounted on said power plant by sliding said
meter with respect to said power plant with said
pin in said hole, means on said power plant adja~
cent said hole for acting on the head of said pin
to withdraw said pin from said meter, locking
mechanism associated with said pin, said lock-
ing mechanism loeking said meter when said
meter is detached from said power plant, said
last-mentioned means acting through said pin
to unlock said meter when said meter is mounted
on said power plant, a locking pin, means oper~
atively connecting said locking pin with said first-
mentioned pin, said locking pin extending into a
hole in said power plant when it is in locked posi-
tion and being moved into locked position when
said first-mentioned pin is moved to unlocked
position, and means associated with said locking
pin to prevent its withdrawal from said power
plant and thus prevent the removal of said meter
from said power plant when the mechanism of
said meter is not in rest position.

5. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine including a meter and a power plant,
gaid meier being detachably mounted on said
power plant, in combination, a plurality of pins
extending outwardly from said meter, locking
means for locking the mechanism of said meter,
means connecting said pins and said locking
means, said locking means being in locked posi-
tion when said meter is not mounted on said
power plant, and means on said power plant en-
gaging said pins to withdraw them from said
meter as said meter is mouted on said power
plant, movement of said pins moving said lock-
ing means to unlocked position.

6. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine, including a meter and a power plant,
said meter being detachably mounted on said
power plant, in combination, a substantially flat
meter supporting plate mounted on said power
plant, a plurality of openings in said meter sup-
porting plate, a plurality of pins extending down-
wardly from the bottom of said meter through
said openings, head means formed on the lower
ends of each of said pins, said meter being slid
on said meter supporting plate as it is moved into
operative position on said power plant, members
on said supporting plate for engaging the heads
of said pins to partially withdraw them from said
meter as said meter is slid into operative position
on said supporting plate, locking means for lock-
ing the mechanism of said meter, means opera-
tively connecting said locking means and said
pins, movement of said pins by said members
moving said locking means to unlocked position.

7. In mechanism of the type described in claim
6 a locking pin, means operatively connecting

15

20

25

30

45

50

10

said locking pin with one of said first-mentioned
pins, said locking pin being moved downwardly
into locking engagement with said supporting
plate when said first-mentioned pins are moved
to unlecked position whereby said meter is locked
to said power plant when said first-mentioned
pins are in unlocked position.

8. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine, including a meter and a power plant,
said meter being detachably mounted on said
power plant, in combination, a control member
extending outwardly from the housing of said
meter, meter locking means controlled by said
control member, means mounted on said power
plant for actvating said control member to un-
lock said meter locking means when said meter
is mounted on said power plant, a pin mounted
on said meter, means operatively connecting said
control member and ssid pin, said pin being
moved into locking engagement with said power
vlant when said control membper is moved to an
unlocked position, whereby said meter may not
be removed from s2id power plant until said con-
trol member is moved to locked position.

9. In locking mechanism for a mail treating
machine, including a meter and a power plant,
sald meter being detachably mounted on said
rower plant, in combination, a meter locking
member mounted on said meter. one end of said
meter locking member extending outwardly from
the casing of said meter, a shaft directly con-
nected to the main driving shaft of said meter,
a collar mounted on said shaft, said collar hav-
ing a recess formed therein, a head portion

3 formed on said control member, means to resil-

iently urge said head portion into said recess,
means on said power plant for withdrawing said
control member from lockad position when said
meter is being mounted on said power plant, said

' recess having a projecting portien, said project-

ing portion moving under the head of said control
member if said meter is operated without with-~
drawing said control member from said meter,
said projecting portion locking said control mem--
ber in a meter locking position thus preventing
further operation of the meter.
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deceased.
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