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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED. H. CARSTEN 

SEN, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee 
and State of Wisconsin, have invented cer 
tain new and useful inp'ovements in Hat 
Boxes; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in hat boxes. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

a hat box designed more particularly for use 
on clothes press shelves, but may be used in 
other relations, and One of the principal ob 
jects of this invention is to construct the box 
so that it can be readily opened and closed 
Without removing the same from the shelf in 
a closet. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a hat box having a removable cover 
and hinged front wall whereby the contents 
of the box can be quickly and readily re 
moved without disturbing the box or moving 
the same from the shelf. 
A still further object of this invention is 

to provide a hat box of this character, which 
will be simple, practical, and a compara 
tively inexpensive structure, and will be 
easily and quickly assembled. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter more fully described and point 
ed out in the claims hereto appended. 

in the drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved box showing the front Wall partly 
Open, 
F. 2 is an inverted perspective view of 

the cover showing the front wall of the 
same partially opened against the tension of 
the elastic band, and 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of 
the box when assembled. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the drawings. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, 1 designates generally a hat box made 
in accordance with this invention and com 
prising a bottom wall 2, side walls 3, and 
rear or back Wall 4. The side walls 3 are 
Secured to the rear wall 4 by strips of fab 

Ea. Secured to the outer faces thereof as 
at 6. 
The front wail is hingedly secured to the 

front edge of the bottom wall 2 by a strip 
of fabric S, which is secured thereto by glue 
or any other Suitable adhesive substance. 
The front wall is provided in its upper 
edge centrally thereof with a slot, 7 the 
purpose of which will be hereinafter more 
fully described. The front wall abuts the 
front vertical edges of the side walls when 
in a closed position. A pair of metal angle 
members 9 have one of their members 10 
rigidly Secured to the front face of the front, 
Wall by rivets i1 or other suitable fastening 
means. The opposite members 12 of the 
angles extend rearwardly beyond the rear 
face of the front wall and in the direction of 
the rear Wall of the box, to engage the outer 
face of the side Walls of the box when the 
front Wall is in a closed position, so as to 
prevent any lateral movement of the front; 
Wall with relation to the side Walls and 
eliminate any accidental disarrangement 
thereof. 
A removable cover 13 is provided for the 

box, which cover has the top wall 14, side 
Walls 15 and rear Wall 16. The side walls 14 
are Secured to the rear Wall by suitable fab 
ric strips 17 in a manner similar to the se 
curing of the side walls of the box. 
A front Wall 18, is hingedly secured to 

the front end of the top wall by a fabric 
strip to permit the outward movement of 
the front Wall in a manner similar to the 
front Wall of the box. To hold the front, 
Wall of the cover against disarrangement or 
getting out of alinement there is provided a 
pair of angle members 20, which have one of 
their members secured to the front face of 
the front Wall by rivets 21, the opposite ends 
of the angles extending rearwardly to en 
gage the outer faces of the side Wall when 
assembled. 
An elastic band 22 is secured by one of its 

ends to the under face of the top centrally 
thereof by a staple 23 or in any suitable 
manner. The opposite end of the band is 
Secured to the front wall of the cover cen 
trally between the ends thereof as at 24 in 
any suitable mannel', the purpose of the 
bands being to normally hold the front wall 
in engagement with the side walls and 
against Outward movement. 
When the cover is placed on the box the 

band 22 rests in the slot 7' of the front Wall 
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of the box and it can be readily seen that 
any lateral movement will be eliminated 
when the cover is placed upon the box. 

In use it will be obvious that a hat box 
made in accordance with this invention may 
be placed upon a shelf and that the contents 
thereof may be easily and quickly removed 
from and replaced without the box having 
to be removed from the shelf. 

Like changes may be made in the details 
of construction without departing from the 
spirit and scope of this invention as defined 
in the claims hereto appended. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hat box including a bottom Wall, side 

Walls and a rear Wall secured to the bottom 
wall, a front wall hingedly secured to the 
forward end of the bottom wall, means car 
ried by the opposite vertical side edges of 
the front wall and engaging the outer faces 
of the side walls for preventing lateral 
movement of the front wall with relation 
thereto, said front wall provided in its up 
per end centrally of its side edges with a 
slot, a cover, said cover having a front Wall, 
said front wall being hingedly secured to the 
cover, and an elastic band carried by the 
cover and its front Wall and resting in the 
slot of the front Wall of the box for nor 
mally holding the cover in a closed position 
and upon the box. 
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2. A hat box including a bottom wall, side 
Walls and a rear wall secured to the bottom 
Wall, a front wall hingedly secured to the 
forward edge of the bottom wall, angle mem 
bel's secured to the opposite vertical side edges 
of the front wall, their opposite ends extend 
ing in the direction of the rear Wall and en 
gaging the outer faces of the side walls to 
limit the lateral movement of the front wall 
with relation thereto, said front wall pro 
vided with a slot centrally of its side edges 
thereof, a cover, said cover having a top 
wall, a rear wall and side walls secured to 
the top Wall, a hinged front wall secured to 
the forward edge of the top wall, angle 
members secured to the front wall and en 
gaging the outer faces of the side walls lim 
iting the lateral movement of the front wall, 
and an elastic band secured centrally to the 
top and to the front wall for normally hold 
ing the same in against the side walls of 
said cover, and adapted to rest in the slot 
formed in the front wall of the box and pre 
vent accidental displacement of said front 
wall. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ALFRED H. CARSTENSEN. 

Witnesses: 
W. C. O’CoNNELL, 
JoHN RUFNOW. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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