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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JOHN L.TAYLOR, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Boze 
man, in the county of Gallatin and State of 
Montana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Pitman Connections 
for Cutter-Bars; and I do declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the 
letters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in connections between 
pitman-bars and the cutter-heads of recip 
rocating cutters, such as are used in mowing 
and harvesting machines. 
The invention has for its object the pro 

vision of simple and inexpensive means for 
attaching the pitman-rod to the cutter-head, 
whereby a yielding connection is employed, 
thus allowing the parts to yield within pre 
scribed limits in the event of the cutter-bar 
at any time coming in contact with a hard or 
unyielding substance, thus preventing any 
breaking of the parts. 
To these ends and to such others as the in 

Vention may pertain, the same consists, fur 
ther, in the novel construction, combination, 
and adaptation of parts, as will be herein 
after more fully described and then specific 
ally defined in the appended claim. 
My invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, which, with the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, form part 
of this application, like letters of reference 
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indicating the same parts throughout both 
yiews, and in which 
Figure 1 is an enlarged view in perspective, 

showing my invention applied; and Fig. 2 is 
a vertical longitudinal Section, upon an en 
larged scale, upon the lines 22 of Fig. 1. 

Reference now being had to the details of 
the drawings by letter, A designates the cut 
ter-head end of a reciprocating cutter-bar. 
Secured to the upper face of the said cutter 
head is a casing B, and within a longitudinal 
chamber B', provided within said casing, is a 
block C, which block when connected with 
the pitman-bar is adapted to be moved lon 
gitudinally within said chamber, as will here 
inafter appear. Connected at their inner 

ends with the ends of the block C are coiled 
springs D, the opposite ends of which springs 
are attached to the inner ends of the rods E 
E, which rods are extended through opposite 
ends of the casing, and the ends of the rods 
extending beyond the ends of the casing are 
screw-threaded and are provided with ad 
justing-nuts FF, whereby the tension of the 
springs may be adjusted, as will be under 
stood. The side of the casing adjacent to the 
cutting edge of the cutter-bar is provided 
With a longitudinal slot or opening G, and the 
end of the pitman-bar is secured to the block 
C by means of a suitable bolt or other fasten 
ing H, which is connected with the block. 
From the foregoing description the use and 

operation of the device will be readily under 
stood. It will be seen that the coiled springs 
within the casing unay be readily adjusted so 
as to prevent the moving of the sliding block 
in the movement of the cutter-bar under nor 
mal conditions; but the tension of the spring 
will permit the parts to yield sufficiently to 
prevent the knives or teeth upon the cutter 
bar from breaking in the event of unyield 
ing obstructions being encountered thereby. 
Each of the springs being provided with a 
separate and independent means of adjust 
ment render it possible to quickly and easily 
regulate or adjust the tension of either spring 
independent of the other one, and this inde 
pendent adjustment feature I consider to be 
one of the essential features of the invention. 
Immediately above the longitudinal center of 
the slot G an opening I is provided for lubri 
cating the block. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
In combination with a bar, a bottomless 

boxing resting upon and secured to said bar, 
a reciprocating block confined within said 
boxing and resting upon the bar, a laterally 
projecting pitman-engaging pin secured to 
said block and guided in an elongated slot in 
the boxing, Springs connected to the opposite 
ends of said block, and means for regulating 
the tension of said springs, as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN L, TAYLOR, 

Witnesses: 
H. H. HOLLOWAY, 
EUGENE. B. HOFFMAN. 

55 

75 

90 

95 

CO 

  


