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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM ROEMER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Trunk Stays or Braces; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and to letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form apart of this specification. 
The object of this invention is to reduce 

the cost of construction of trunk-lid braces 
and to provide a device which will more ef 
fectually prevent interference of the usual 
tray with said brace. . 
The invention consists in the improved 

brace for trunk-lids and in the arrangements 
and combinations of parts, substantially as 
will be hereinafter set forth, and finally em 
bodied in the clauses of the claim. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
in which likeletters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in each of the several fig 
ures, Figure 1 is a sectional view of a trunk 
having my improvements thereon and show 
ing the relations of the parts when the lid is 
open. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the 
same when the lid is closed. Fig. 3 is an 
elevation of a portion of the brace in detail; 
and Fig. 4 is a section of the same, taken on 
line a. 

In said drawings, a indicates the body of 
the trunk, and b the lid thereof. c refers to 
the brace by which said lid may be held in its 
raised position, as in Fig. 1, while the trunk 
is being packed. 
Of the brace, d dindicate endplates adapted 

to be secured to the body of the trunk by 
nails or rivets i , the said plates having 
raised guards f'f'', which project beyond the 
plane of a certain button or stay h, so that 
the latter in its movements cannot rub against 
and injure the side surface of the tray usually 
found in the upper part of the trunk-body, 
and serving as abutments for the rods e. e. 
Upon the flanges d' of the end plates are 

nailed or riveted flat rods e. e. These lie a 

little apart from one another in parallel rela 
tion to form a slot or way, and are bent up at 
the ends from said flanges, as indicated ati, 
to allow for the movement of the bracing 
strip f between said rods and the inner face 
of the trunk-body. The nails, pins, or rivets 
ii, by which the rods are secured to the end 
plates, are preferably the same as those which 
hold the end plates against the side of the 
trunk-body, the said nails extending through 
perforations in the ends of the strips or rods 
e, the flanges d", and into said body, as will be 
understood. Said rods e e, being secured a 
little apart, form a slot or way for the shank 
of the button or stay of the bracing-strip to 
travel in. The lower of said rods may be 
notched, as at k, to receive the said shank at 
the moment the lid arrives at the position at 
which it is to be held and prevent a return 
movement, except when the bracing-strip is 
raised from said notch by hand. The brac 
ing-strip is pivotally riveted or secured to the 
lid, as at g, in any suitable manner. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim as new is 

1. The improved trunk-lid brace herein de 
scribed, combining therein end plates did, 
strips or rods e e, arranged in parallel rela 
tion to one another and secured to said end 
plates, a slot or way being formed between 
said strips or rods, rivets or nails i i, for Se 
curing said parts together, and a bracing 
strip arranged to work in said slot or way and 
adapted to be pivoted on the trunk-lid, all 
said parts being arranged and adapted to Op 
erate substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

2. The improved trunk-lid brace herein de 
scribed, combining therein end plates did, 
provided with flanges d' d' and guarding pro 
jections.ff', strips or rodsee, secured on said 
flanges apart and in parallel relation to one 
another to form a slot or way, and a bracing 
strip arranged to workin said way and adapted 
to engage the trunk-lid, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

3. The improved trunk-brace herein de 
scribed, combining therein rods e e, having a 
slot or way between and end plates with 
guards f'f', and a bracing-strip working in 
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said slot or way at one end and adapted to trunk-body, and a bracing-strip having its 
engage the trunk-lid at the other, substantially shank or stay h working in said slot or Way, 
as and for the purposes set forth. and said strip being adapted to engage the 15 

4. The improved trunk-brace herein de-lid or cover, substantially as set forth. 
5 Scribed, combining therein rods e e, arranged In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

in parallel and separate relation to one an- have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of 
ES "A : O E. end plates did, December, 1888. aving flanges a , and projections f', serv 

ing as guards for the trunk-tray and { abut- WILLIAM ROEMER. 
Io ments to engage the extremities of the rods Witnesses: 

and pins, rivets or nails i , for securing end CHARLES II. PELL, 
plates and rods to one another and to the E. L. SHERMAN. 

  


