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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN E. BROOKER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Van Meter, in the county of Madison and 
State of Iowa, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Latches; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
S30. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in latches, and more particu 
larly to that class adapted to be used in con 
nection with a gate. 
An object of this invention is to improve 

and simplify devices of this character, ren 
dering them comparatively simple and in 
expensive to manufacture, reliable and effi 
cient in use, and readily operated. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

this invention resides in the novel features 
of construction, formations, combinations 
and arrangements of parts to be hereinafter 
more particularly described, claimed and 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved gate latch: Fig. 2 is an end view 
thereof; and Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec 
tional view thereof. 

Referring to the drawings by characters 
of reference, the numerals 1 and 2 designate 
generally a pair of gate posts, upon the 
former of which is hinged, as indicated by 
the numeral 3, a gate 4 of any customary con 
struction, comprising end rails 5 and 6, con 
nected at their upper and lower ends by 
cross bars 7. A suitable catch 8 is secured 
to the inner edge of the gate post 2, and lies 
in the path of a latch 9, pivoted, by a bolt 
10, at its intermediate portion to one of the 
palings 11 and has interposed between its 
front face and the head of the bolt, a spring 
to force the said latch toward the gate and 
into engagement with a seat 18 to be herein 
after described. The forward end of this 
latch 9 is apertured, as at 12, and has con 
nected to the outer face thereof and to an 
eye 13 secured to the end rail of the gate 
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adjacent the lower end thereof, a spring 14, 
which serves to hold the latch. 9 into engage 
ment with the catch 8. 
An operating lever 15 is pivoted to one of 

the palings 11 at a point in spaced relation 
to the rear end thereof, and is apertured at 
its forward end, as indicated by 16, whereby 
the same may be connected by means of a 
link 17 to the aperture 12 located in the 
latch 9. 
A Wedge-shaped downwardly tapered rest 

18 is located upon the end rail 6 of the gate 
4, and is adapted to engage the latch 9 and 
hold it in its raised position when the gate 
is opened by means of the connection of the 
operating lever 15 and the spring 14. 
As clearly illustrated in the drawing, the 

gate, when in its closed position, is spaced 
slightly inward from the gate posts, and 
when the gate is being swung to this closed 
position, it will obviously strike against the 
latch 9, forcing the same from the seat 18, 
and through the medium of the spring 14, 
cause it to engage the catch 8. 
On account of the extension of the latch 

9 and operating lever 15 beyond the pivoted 
points on opposite sides thereof, the same 
will be prevented from any undesired swing 
ing movement which might prevent the suc 
cessful operation of the same. 
From the foregoing disclosure, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
it will be readily apparent that a gate latch 
is provided for which will fulfil all the 
necessary requirements of such a device. 
The foregoing disclosure illustrates my 

improved latch as applied to a gate and a 
gate post, but it is to be understood that the 
device is not limited to such use alone, but 
may be applied to any other object to which 
the use of the same might be adapted. 
Having thus fully described this inven 

tion, what I claim as new and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is: 
In combination with a gate and a gate 

post, a catch mounted on said gate post, a 
bolt attached to said gate, a latch pivoted 
on said bolt for engagement with the catch, 
a wedge-shaped seat located upon the gate 
in the path of the latch, a lever connected 
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with said latch whereby the same may be contact with the gate post substantially as 10 
raised into engagement with the seat, a set forth. 
spring mounted between the head of the said In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
bolt and the latch to force the said latch onto in presence of two witnesses. 
the seat to hold it in raised position, and a JOHN E. BROOKER. 
spring connecting the latch with the gate for 
the purpose of throwing the said latch into Witnesses: - 
engagement with the catch when the same is J. P. STEELE, 
raised from the wedge-shaped seat by its JoZELL SEEVERs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


