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To all phon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I. JoHN D. WALL, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Forks, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

forks and has for its object the production 
of a fork provided with means for readily 
discharging an object impaled upon the 
points of the fork. 
The invention consists in the combination 

and arrangement of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part of this specification, and in 
which, . 

Figure 1 is a pian view of a fork embody 
ing my invention, Fig. 2 is a side elevation 
of Fig. 1, Fig. 3 is a partial plan view of a 
fork illustrating a modified form of con 
struction for applying tie invention, aid 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation. correspending to 
Fig. 3. 
The preferred form of construction as 

illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 comprises a fork 
consisting of a single wire bent to form, the 
handle portion 1 and the times 2. Discharg 
ing sheaths 3 are reciprocally mounted on 
tines 2. These sheaths are formed from a 
single vire member 4 bent and twisted at 
the center to form an eye or loop 5 and hav 
ing its ends bent into helical spring form to 
pass over tines 2. 
by means of the link 6 with a slidable oper 
ating member 7 mounted in the handle of the 
fork. This operating member is fortaned of 
a single piece of wire bent at one end to 
foam an eye 8 to engage link 6 and at its 
other end to form a loop 9 slidably engaging 
over handle 1. A metallic band or clasp iO 
is secured over the reduced portion of han. 

S. as de 1 to serve a guide for members 7 
and to coöperate with a hill inp 11 formed in 
member 7 to limit the outward or discharg 
ing movemeist of member 7. 
By the construction as above set forth it 

will be seen that an object impaled upon 

Sheaths 3 are connected. 

I tines 2 may be readily discharged there 
from by manipulating member 7 with the 
thumb or forefinger of the hand grasping 
handie i. 

In the form of construction illustrated in 
Figs. 3 and 4 the operating member 7 is 
prolonged at its lower end where it is bent 
to form a pin 12 adapted to loosely engage 
in eye 5 of sheaths 3. This pin and eye en 
gagement between members 7 and sheaths 3 
will permit reciprocations of the former by 
means of the latter, as before. 
While I have illustrated and described 
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the preferred construction for carrying my 
invention-into effect, this is capable of va 
riation or modification without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. I, there 
fore, do not wish to be limited to the exact 
details of construction set forth, but desire 
to avail myself of such variations, and modi 
fications as come within the scope of the ap 
pended claim. 

Having described my invention what 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters latent is: 
in a device of the class described, a piece 

of wire doubled upon itself to form a pair of 
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Substantially parallel portions constituting 
a handle, the ends of said wire being spread 
and bent to form a pair of tines sharpened 
at the ends, a band encircling said parallel 
portions rigidly spacing the same apart, a 
longitudinal member arranged between said 
parallel portions and longitudinally slidable 
through said band, said band constituting a 
guide for the same, a slidable member mount 
ed on said tines, eyes formed on said longi 
tudinal member and said slidable member. a 
link connecting said eyes and a stop on said 
longitudinal member adapted to engage said 
band to limit the outward movement of said 
slidable member, substantially as despribed. 

in testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN D. WALL. 
Witnesses: 

JANET E. HogaN. 
JosFIUA R. H. PoTTS. 
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