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To all, whom it. Thaily concern: 
Beit known that we, WILLIAM ZOERB, re 

siding in Dedham, in the county of Norfolk, 
and AUGUST BECKER, residing in Winthrop, 
in the county of Suffolk, State of Massachu 
setts, citizens of the United States, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvementin Eye 
glass or Spectacle Cases, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to cases made for 

holding spectacles or eyeglasses and adapted 
to be carried in the pocket, and particularly 
to that style of case which consists of two 
rigid members or lids hinged together and 
adapted to be secured in closed position by 
means of an internal locking device and capa 
ble of being unlocked by more or less forcibly 
separating said lids. 
The invention has for its object to con 

struct an eyeglass or spectacle case. With an 
internal locking device for the parts or lids 
thereof, whereby said lids may be closed to 
gether and locked notwithstanding any slight 
variation in their relative positions, which 
may be due to said lids Working slightly on 
their hinged connection, such variation usu 
ally increasing as the case is worn. 
The invention consists in a case composed 

of two lids hinged together at one side and an 
internal fastening for holding said lids closed, 
comprising a socket on the inside of one lid, 
which projects inwardly, and is provided with 
an elongated receiving-opening, and a post 
on the inside of the other lid, which also pro 
jects inwardly and is adapted to enter the 
opening of said socket at different points, ac 
cording to the relative positions of said lids; 
also, in a case composed of two lids hinged to 
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gether at one side and an internal fastening for 
holding said lids closed, comprising two co 
operating parts or members secured, respec 
tively, to said lids at their inner faces at points 
substantially midway their length and width, 
one of said parts consisting of a socket hav 
ing an elongated receiving-opening extending 
transversely to the lid and arranged at right 
angles to the axis of the hinge and the other 
consisting of a post having a head which en 

ters said receiving-opening at the center or at 
different points at either side of the center, 
according to the relative positions of the lids; 
and the invention also consists in a spectacle 
case consisting of two oblong lids hinged to 
gether at one side and an interior fastening for 
holding said lids closed, comprising two co 
Operating parts or members secured, respec 
tively, to the interior faces of said lids, one 
of said parts consisting of a spring-socket 
having an elongated receiving-opening ex 
tending transversely to the lid at rightangles 
to the axis of the hinge and the other part 
consisting of a post having a head which ens 
ters said socket at different points, according 
to the relative positions of the lids. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an eye 
glass or spectacle case embodying our inven 
tion in an open position. Fig. 2 is a central 
longitudinal vertical section of the same in a 
closed position. Fig. 3 is a similar section 
showing a modification. 
A represents the flat leaf or lid, and B the 

concave leaf or lid, the two being hinged to 
gether at C, in any usual or suitable manner. 
The leaf or lid B is provided centrally upon 
its inner side With a spring-socket, which con 
sists of a piece of flat metal bent to present 
feet C, which are secured at C to the body B' 
of the lid, inside of the lining B, and also to 
present a pair of loop-like jaws D, which are 
projected into the case and which are sepa 
rated a short distance apart to present a re 
ceiving-opening E, which is herein shown as 
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somewhat enlarged at E' by turning in the 
ends of the loop-likejawsID toward each other. 
The space between said loop-like jaws is more 
or less elongated and, as herein shown, is 
formed with parallel sides and open ends, and 
the bottom of the socket presents a bearing 
portion of a length corresponding to the width 
of the arms D. The spring-socket is secured 
to the inside of the lid and, as herein shown, 
is so disposed relatively to the lid that said 
elongated space or elongated opening extends 
transversely across the lid at right angles to 
the axis of the hinge. 
The leaf or lid A is provided centrally on 
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its inner surface with a headed post or tongue 
composed, as herein shown, of a piece of flat 
metal, whose opposite ends are bent outward 
to form feet H, which are secured at H' to the 
body A' of the lid and covered by the lining 
A', and said flat metal piece is also bent to 
present a loop-like tongue or post K, the outer 
end K" of which is more or less enlarged to 
form a head, thereby producing a pear-shaped 
post. M 

When the case is closed, the headed post is 
forced into the spring-socket, thus locking the 
case, and to unlock the case the lids are forci 
bly separated. The spring action of the lock 
ing device is not strong, and so no great exer 
tion is required to separate said lids, yet it is 
strong enough to hold the lids from volunta 
rily opening. The headed post is made long 
enough to not only enter but to bottom in the 
Spring-socket, and in such case the bottom 
of said socket, hereinbefore referred to as the 
'bearing portion,’ forms an abutment to 
prevent the lids from being crushed in. The 
receiving-opening of the spring-socket being 
elongated, as shown and described, the headed 
post is free to enter and fasten therein at dif 
ferent points to accommodate the lids, which 
may have moved slightly relative to each 
other, such a movement being common in 
nearly all cases that have been in use a short 
time, even though the hinged connection may 
have been constructed in the best possible 
manner, and the bearing portion being like 
Wise elongated provides an abutment at the 
different points for the headed post. 

In the modification shown at Fig. 3 a solid 
headed post is shown instead of one formed 
of a flat Strip of metal, which serves as an 
equivalent therefor. It will be seen that by 
providing an internal locking device for the 
Case, the coöperating parts or members of 
which may be attached to the inner faces of 
the lids, yet caused to project inwardly into 
the case, imperforate lids may be employed, 
and in Such case a smooth exterior surface 
will be presented and one devoid of abrupt 
formations, and hence leatherette and other 
equivalent material may be used as well as 
leather, and, furthermore, we find that the par 
ticular spring-socket herein shown is easily 
and cheaply manufactured and presents both 
the abutment required as well as a parallel 
sided elongated receiving-opening; but it is 
obvious that said abutment may be otherwise provided. 

Believing ourselves to be the first to con 
struct an eyeglass or spectacle case having 
tWOlids hinged together and provided with an 
internal locking device one of the coöperat 
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ing parts or members of which has an elon 
gated receiving-opening for the other part, 
Whereby said parts may be brought intolock 
ing engagement notwithstanding slight va 
riations in the relative positions of the lids, 
We desire to broadly claim such a device. 

We claim 
1. An eyeglass or spectacle case consisting 

of two lids hinged together at one side, an in 
ternal spring-fastening for holding said lids 
closed comprising a socket on one lid having 
an elongated receiving-opening, disposed at 
right angles to the axis of the hinge, and a 
post on the other lid, adapted to enter the 
opening of said socket at different points, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A spectacle or eyeglass case consisting 
of two members hingedly connected, one of 
which is provided with a block embodying an 
elongated recess or socket disposed at right 
angles to the axis of the hinge of the case, 
and the other of which is provided with a 
projection adapted to enter said socket or 
CSS. 
3. An eyeglass or spectacle case consisting 

of two lids hinged together at one side, an in 
ternal fastening for holding said lids closed 
comprising a socket on One lid projecting in 
Wardly and having an elongated receiving 
opening and also having an elongated bear 
ing portion and a post on the other lid also 
projecting inwardly which is adapted to en 
ter the opening of said socket at different 
points according to the relative positions of 
said lids and to bear upon different portions 
of said bearing portion, substantially as de 
scribed. 

4. An eyeglass or spectacle case consisting 
of two members hingedly connected, one of 
which is provided with a pair of spring-arms 
vertically erected and arranged at right an 
gles to the axis of the hinge of the case and 
at such distances apart as to be adapted to 
guide or center a pair of spectacles or eye 
glasses placed within the case, and the other 
of which is provided with a projection ar 
ranged to enter the opening between the arms 
at different points of the width of the latter, 
Substantially as described. 

5. An eyeglass or spectacle case consisting 
of two members hingedly connected, one of 
which is provided with a pair of vertically 
disposed spring-arms having their upper ends 
turned in Ward toward each other and which 
are disposed at right angles to the axis of the 
hinge of the case, a tongue on the other mem 
ber, adapted to be forced between said in 
turned ends, and formed as a pear-shaped 
loop of sheet metal provided with feet, sub 
stantially as described. 

6. An eyeglass or spectacle case consisting 
Of tWO shells hingedly connected, a block or 
projection mounted in one of said shells, and 
consisting of a pair of vertically - disposed 
Spring-arms having inturned upper ends and 
connected by a bearing portion,and presenting 
an elongated receiving-opening, and a tongue 
carried by the other of said shells, and adapt 
ed to be forced between said inturned ends 
and against said bearing portion, substan 
tially as described. 
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7. An eyeglass or spectacle case consisting 
of two members hingedly connected, one of 
which is provided with a pair of vertically 

pear-shaped loop of sheet metal provided with 
feet, substantially as described. 

WILLIAM ZOERB. 
disposed spring-arms having their upper ends AUGUST BECKER. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY W. WILLIAMS, 
A. N. BONNEY. 

5 turned inward toward each other, a tongue 
on the other member, adapted to be forced 
between said inturned ends, and formed as a 

  


