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ROYAL BARLOW NICHOLS AND GEORGE EDGAR GRANT, O¥ DERRY, NEW HAMZPSHIRE;:‘

TOY HOUSE. -

Application filed September 2, 1927. Serial No. 217,219,

Our present invention has reference to a
toy house for children and our primary ob-
ject is the provision of a toy house which

shall be of a collapsible nature so that the -

5 same may be stored in a small package when
not in use but primarily in order that the

child or children will derive interest and-

will be puzzled to a certain extent in the

erection of the house so that the improve-

ment is also of an educational character.

A further object is the provision of a toy
house that includes a base, a body portion
and a roof portion, the body being con-
structed of strips that have fastening means
at the ends thereof which not only hold the
sides and back of the house together but per-
mit of the swinging of the opening of the

- house, certain of the strips comprising the

body having inscribed thereon representa-
20. tions of windows, etc., and the roof is of
peak formation that comprises a pair of
hingedly connected members having collaps-
ible ends and being provided with clamps
for engaging the top portions of the body
of the house for holding the roof in position
thereon.

To the attainment of the foregoing the
invention consists in the improvement as
hereinafter described and definitely claimed.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a toy
house in accordance with this invention, the
front or door being swung to open position.

Tigure 2 is a detail transverse sectional
view through the upper portion of the
house.

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the lower
portion of the house including the base
thereof, with parts in section to illustrate
40 the fastening means between the parts con-

" stituting the body of the house and the base.

Figure 4 is a detail horizontal sectional
view approximately on the line 4—4% of Irig-
ure 3.

Figure b is a perspective view of the top
or roof of the house in collapsed condition.

Figure 6 is a perspective view of one of
the upper strips of the body of the house.

In the illustrated embodiment of our im-
provement, we have shown a toy house of
rectangular formation, but obviously the
same may be otherwise shaped.

Referring now to the drawings, the nu-
meral 1 designates a flat plate or board
which provides the base of the improvement.
This base, at points adjacent to its corners,
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is formed with depressions and in each of ©
these depressions there is ‘a spring com-
pressible socket member 2.

The body of the house includes sides 3 60
and 4, a back 5 and a front 6. This part of
the house is made up of any desired num+
ber of strips 7.  The strips 7 providing the
sides 8 and the back 5 have their opposite
ends notched, providing tongues 8 and de- 65
pressions 9. Also the strips constituting the
front 6 have one of their ends similarly’®
notched. The tongues 8 of the strips are
designed to be received in the notches or
depressions 9 of the abutting strips. All 70
of the strips at their ends are recessed or
otherwise depressed for the reception of*%
split metal cup-shaped or globular sockets
10 and heads 11 which are designed to be
snapped into the sockets. The. heads are 75
preferably formed of one of the ends of
shanks 12, the opposite ends of the said™®
shanks passing througli the sockets 10 and
being headed, as at 13, to hold the said
sockets in the depressed portions 14 of the 80 -
strips. From this it will be seen that the
body of the house may be built up in a sub-
stantial manner- and effectively arranged
upon the base. Also from this it will be
noted that the fasteners comprising the ball 85
and socket connection between the front 6
and the side 8 permits of the said front be-
ing swung to close the substantially rectan-
gular body construction or may be likewise
swung to open position as disclosed by go
Figure 1 of the drawings. When in the
last mentioned position the entire front of
the housing is opened. One or more of the
strips constituting the front 6 may be pro-
vided with a handle so that the said front g5
may be readily swung to either open or
closed position and likewise the base 1 may
be provided with a stop for limiting the
swinging of the front to closed position.

To add to the interest of the children 00
erecting the house and to also concentrate
their interest in such erection, the ends, the
front and the back of the body have . in-
scribed thereon windows and doors, one of
such windows being shown in Figure, 1 of 105
the drawings. Of course, the strips must
be accurately arranged in order that the
window will be properly arranged upon the
structure. Connected to the top strips of
the sides 3 and 4, by ball and socket fasten- 110
ers similar to that described, there is a strip
15. This strip forms what may be termed
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the lintel for the swingable front 6. This
strip 15 and the upper strip on the back
5 has spaced notches 15" on their outer
faces and adjacent to their upper edges, the
purpose of which will presently be apparent.

The roof or top of the house comprises
two plates 16. The plates may be of card-
board or of any other desired material and
the outer faces thereof may have glued
thereon imitation shingles. The strips at
their confronting ends are connected to-
gether by a hinge 17, Figure 2. Obviously,
a single strip may be employed for the roof,
providing the roof is constructed .of bend-
able material, such as cardboard or the like,
and the members 15 on their inner faces, ad-
jacent to -their outer ends have secured
thereto spring clamps 18 to be received in
the notches 15”. These clamps hold the roof
in peak formation but the plates constituting
the roof have secured upon their inner faces,
adjacent fo their ends collapsible end strips
19. These strips, as disclosed by Figure 5 of
the drawings, are designed to be centrally
bent upon themselves when the roof is in
collapsed position, and as disclosed by Fig-
ure 1 of the drawings, the ends 19 have
imprinted thereon representations of win-
dows.

Our improvement is of an extremely
simple construction that will afford amuse-
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ment and serve as an educational device for
chitdren. We believe the foregoing descrip-
tion, when read in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, will fully set forth
our construction, but while we have illus-
trated a satisfactory embodiment of our im-

proved device our features of invention are -

capable of extended application and we do
not wish to be limited to the specific struc-
ture herein shown and described..

Having described the invention, we claim:

The combination with a knock-down toy
house of a substantially rectangular: forma-
tion having its edges, adjacent to its top
provided with spaced notches, of a top for
sald body, comprising two plates hingedly
connected, and each of said plates having
spring clamps to be received in the notches
of the body when the plates are folded
angularly with respect to'each other, cen-
trally unfoldable end members of substan-

tially V-shaped formation having their
=

edges secured respectively to the plates: and

designed to be spread to present flat sur- #

faces when the plates are unfolded to pro-
vide a peaked roof foi the body. ,

In testimony whereof we affix our. sig-
natures.

ROYAL BARLOW NICHOLS.
GEORGE EDGAR GRANT.
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