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BOX.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jaues Pery BAirp, of |
Dewitt, in the county of Clinton and State of
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Boxes; and 1 do hereby de-
clare the following to be afull, clear, and ex-’
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art o which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. :

This invention contemplaies certain new
and useful improvements in boxes, and relates
particularly to that class of boxes of the fold-
ing type employed for storing berries, small
fruits, and the like. = )

The invention has for its object the produc-

character the sides of which are formed of one
integral piece of material. B

A further object is to provide -simple and
efficient means for uniting the ends of the side
piece, whereby they are capable of ready dis-
engagemeént, and yet held against accidental
disengagement. :

A further object is to provide means for se-
curing the bottom in position, so that it will
rigidly support the sides without the use of
nails or other similar devices. -

A further object is to provide a folding box
which can be easily and quickly collapsed or
set up at will and which when so set up will
possess all of the advantages in point of ri-
gidity and durability of boxes of a permanent
structure. )

The invention will be hereinafter fully set
forth, and particularly pointed out in the
claims. i

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of my box ready for use.
Fig. 2 is a_transverse sectional view thereof.
Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views of the interlock-
ing sides. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a
modification. :

Referring to the drawings, 10 designates
the bottom of the box, the same being pro-
vided at' opposite sides with extensions or
tongues 11, adapted to be.bent at right an-
The sides of the box
are composed of one integral piece of mate-
rial 13, bent to form the four corners 14.- The-

sides 15 are each provided with slots 16, ex-

Serial No\, 179,942, (No model.; -

tending entirely acvoss the same and are adapt-
ed to support the edges of the bottom 10.
Just below said slots and in juxtaposition
therewith are additional slots 17 long enough

to allow the tongues 11 to pass easily there-

through, strips.18 being formed intermediate
of the slots 16 and 17.

The sides S of the box is formed of two over-
lapping members A and B, the former being
provided with the split tongue 19, having
shoulders 20. The -member B is provided
with a split portion 21, terminating in a trans-

_yerse opening 22, the latter being adapted to
i}

receive the split tongue 19, whereby the mem-
bers A and B are united, the shoulders 20 en-

-gaging the edges of the opening 22, thereby

preventing the accidental withdrawal of said
tongue. . i ‘ :

To set up the.-bex, the side piece is folded
at the four eorners, whereupon the members
A and B will overlap. The two sections of
the tongue 19 are then pressed together until
they overlap or cross each other, whereupon
the distance between the shoulders 20 is de~
creased sufficiently to allow said tongue to
pass freely through the opening 22.  The two
sections of the tongue are then released and
the resiliency of the material will cause them
to assume their normal position, thereby ef-
fecting an engagement between the shoulders
and the upper and lower edges of the opening
99, By this means the members A and B are

firmly united, the shoulders 20 affording a

positive locking means against any accidental
separation of the parts. The bottom piece 10
is then passed through the slots 16, the tongues
11 being tolded over the strips 18 and passed
through the slots 17, thus locking the bottom
firmly in. position and rigidly supporting the
sides from the interior of the box.. =~ -
1t will be readily observed that 1 have pro-
duced a collapsible berry-box which is simple

“and inexpensive in structure and which by
reason of the peculiar construction ot the fas-

tening means is of unusual rigidity and firm-
ness. It is apparent that the greater the
strain brought to bear on the inside thereot
the more rigidly and sccurely are the parts
held togegher. A further advantage lies in
the integral side piece, whereby the box may
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be compactly folded, thus adding to the con-
venience of shipping empty boxes, and by re-
ducing the number of parts the liability of
foss of said parts is reduced to a minimum.
It will alco be observed that by reducing the

_number of parts to a minimum I secure a cor-
-responding reduction in the cost of manufac-

turing without affecting the stability and du-
rability of the box. A further advantage lies

in the fact that by my means of securing the |

parts together I dispense with the use of nails
or other similar fastening devices. )
In¥ig. 4 I have illustrated a modified means
for uniting the ends of the side piece, the same
consisting in providing said ends with oppo-
sitely-arranged pointed tongues 30, adapted
to interlock. The member A is also provided

with a small tongue 81, adapted to enter a slot -

32, formed in the member B, said tongue serv-
ing to prevent accidental disengagement of
the -tongues 30 when they are interlocked.
This form possesses many -advantages which
are self-apparent.. -

I claim as my invention—

1. A box having its sides formed of an in-
tegral piece of material having interlocking
ends, opposite slots being formed in two of
said sides and extending substantially there-
across, additional shorter slots being formed
below said former slots, a bottom having op-

- posite side edges protruding through and rest-

ing in said larger slots, and downwardly-ex-
tended tongues formed on. the protruding

edgesof said hottom, said tongues correspond-

ing in size to said smaller slots with which
they are engaged, whereby said bottom is
Tocked against movement.

2. A box having its sides formed of an in-

tegral piece of material, means for removably -

uniting the ends of said piece, a removable
bottom having opposite side edges protrud-
ing through corresponding sides of the box,
and downwardly -extending locking-tongues
formed on the protruding edges of said bot-
tom and also engaging the sides of the box,
whereby said bottom is held against move-

" ment. . . B . .
3. A box having its sides formed of an in-
| tegral piece of material, one end of said piece

being provided with a split tongue having
shoulders, the other end thereof havinga split
portion terminating in a transverse opening
adapted toreceive said tongue and engage said
shoulders, opposite slots being formed in said
sides, and a removable bottom having oppo-
siteside edges protruding through and resting
in said slots. ’

4. A box having its sides formed of an in-

tegral piece of material, one end of said piece
being provided with a split tongue, the other
end thereotf being provided with an opening
adapted to receive said tongue, opposite slots
being formed in said- sides, and a removable

bottom having opposite side edges protruding

through and resting in said slots, the protrad-
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ing edges of said bottom being provided with .

tongues, additional slots being formed in said
sides to receive said tongue. : :

In testimony whereot I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

JAMES PERY BAIRD.

Witnesses: :
F. A. McCarr,
b. Driew.
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