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To.all whom it may concern:
. Be it known that I, Josepu A. ScmmITT,

NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH A. SCHMITT, OF CLEVELANE, OHIO.

TYPE-WRITER KEYBOARD,.

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga, State

of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Type-Writer Key-
boards; and F do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. '

This invention relates to an improvement
in typewriter key-boards. o

The prireipal object of this invention is
to provide a key-board in which certain of
the characters thereof are of different color,
whereby the operation of the shift-keys will
be greatly simplified.

In the drawing: Figure 1 is a diagram-
matic view of a key-board, showing the pre-

. ferred form of my invention, Fig. 2 is an en-
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larged plan of the shift keys, Fig. 3 is an
enlarged plan of one of the keys showing
upper and lower case characters, Fig. 4 is an
enlarged plan of another form of key show-

ing upper and lower case characters, I'ig. 5

is a view similar to Fig. 1 but showing a
modified form of my invention, Fig. 6 is an
enlarged plan of one shift key, Fig. 7 is an
enlarged plan of one key showing upper and
lower. case characters. ’

Referring to the drawing as illustrated in.

Tfig. 1, there are shown the usual main keys 5
and a pair of shift-keys 6 and 7 respectively.
On each of the main keys 5 is located a lower
case character 8 and an upper case character
9. All of the characters of the lower case

are preferably colored black, and all of the |

characters in the upper case are preferably
colored red. ' Certain of the main keys 5, for

. instance, the outer keys of the front row,
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are each formed with an auxiliary character

10, and these characters are blue or any
other color different from the color of the
upper or lower case characters.  Formed on
the shift key 6 is a designation 11, such as
“TFig.”, and the color of this designation is
red or identical with the color of the upper
case character 9. Formed on the key 7 is a
designation 12, such as “ Cap”, and the color
of this designation is blue or identical with
the color of the auxiliary characters 10.

In operation, when it is desired to write
the ordinary lower ease characters, it will be

5 readily seen on account of said characters

Specification of Letters Fatent.

‘being in black and consequently different

from the colors of cither of the designations
of the shift keys 6 and 7, that neither of
said shift keys will need to bé- operated.
When, however, it is desired to capitalize
any of the lower case characters, the shift

key 7 having the designation “ Cap ” formed

thereon will be depressed as will be readily
understood, When, however, it is desired to
write any of the upper case characters, it
will be readily observed by the operator
that these characters are in red and he must
necessarily depress the shift key 6 on which
the designation 11; namely, “ Fig.” is cor-
respondingly colored.. Also when it is de-

sired to write any of the auxiliary charac-

ters 10 it will be readily apparent to the op-
erator that on account of said  characters
being in blue that he must depress the shift
key 7 having the designation 12; namely,
“Cap ” which designation iscorrespondingly
colored. \

In the modified. form of my invention, as
llustrated in Fig. 5, the key-board com-
prises the main keys 5 and a pair of shift
keys 6—6.  Located on each of the main
keys 5 is a lower case character 7 and on
certain of the keys 5 is located an upper
case character 8, the color of the lower casc
characters being preferably black, while the
upper case characters 8 are preferably red.
It will be understood, however, that other
colors may be employed if desired. Located
on each of the shift keys 6 is a designation
9, such as, “ Shift-key ”, and thesc designa-
tions are colored in red to correspond to the
color of the upper case characters 8.

Tt will thus be observed from the fore-
going, that when it is. desired to write any

of the upper case characters 8, the operator .

will readily observe that these characters
are of ‘a color to correspond to the color of
the designations 9 of the shift keys 6. Asa
result, he will immediately know that it will
be necessary for him to depress either of
said shift keys to bring the upper cage char-
acters 8 in proper position. '

What is claimed is:—

In a commereial typewriter lkey-board,
the combination with the main keys respec-
tively having an upper and lower case char-
acter arranged thereon, the characters of
the apper case being of. uniform color and
the characters of the lower case being of a
different uniform color, certain of the keys
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also having an auxiliary character arranged | tical with the color of the auxiliary charae- 19
thereon, the auxiliary characters being of a | ters. - : :

color different from both the upper and | In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-

, lowerkcase characters, and a plurality of ture, in presence of two witnesses.

shitt keys respectively having a designation '

arrangeﬁ thegeon, thg color of one designa- ’ JOSEPH A. SCHMITT.
tion being identical with the color of the Witnesses:

upper case characters, and the designation | - A. J. McKernai,
of the other shift key being of a color iden- M. E. Maroxs.




