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This inventien relates to new and 1mproved
means f6¥ seéaling a book or magazine. prior to
ity gale.

1% hds been found that the proprietors of book
glores and the like suffer substantial financial
losse§ dUé- to theé ‘handling and “thumbing
ﬁhmugh” of books and magazines: By prospective
buyers theéreof. - The thumbed threugh boeks
oo become: “dog—eared” and otherw1Se dantaged
sAd wust be sold at & reduded price, causing a
fingnelal 1oss:46 the proprietoy of the store.

T4 has'been proposed to: cure this condition by
sealmg the books: or magazmes ggch in & trans-
parent cover, #nd 4lso’ by ofher medns. Al
knéwn:: proposed clives™ for the condition. have
heen fouhd: unsa‘msfactély, Bowever; in that they
yroved to be tdo’ _€Xpensive; orf so obscured the
facket 6f the book that pr ‘ospective: buyers: could
not:~satisfactorily . read - the: printed . matter
thereon.-

One object of the inventior-is the p10'v151on' of
simple and inexpensive means for sealing Pooks
and the like prior to their purchase, which:iiiéans
obselire no part-of the jacket of the book.

Another object of the invention is to constriict
said: sealing means so that the same can readily
be removed when the :book has been purchased.

A further object of the invention is to construct
said sealing means so:that the same is adapted
to be used as a book mark When its sealing fune-
tion has been completed.

Still another object of the invention is to con-
struct said means so that the same may have
advertising matter printed thereon.

For . further comprehension of the mventlon,l

and of the objects andadvantages thereof, refer-
ence will be had to the following description and
accompanying. drawings; and to the -appended
.claims in‘which the:various novel features-of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

In'’ the accompanying drawings forming. a
material part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is'a perspective view of a paper covered
book sealed by the means of the invention.
© g, 2 is a perspective view of said book with

the seal broken and the front cover folded-open.

Fig. 8 is a frontal view of the book -and. illus-
trates the use of the said meansasa. ‘book mark

Fig. 4 is a view of one face of the. sealing
means.

Fig. 5.is-a-view of the other face of the sealing
means: and shows also:the means for -anchoring
the'same in place:toaet as a: book mark.

Fig. 6 is a frontal. view. of the bogk with: the
fiont cover: folded: open; and illustrates a. modi~
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:a front cover (f.

" sive coating. 14.

2

- fied . connection. between the sealing means and‘é

the anchoring means.

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a modifiedt form:
of the invention. )

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of another modified!
form of the invention. |

The book sealing means, according. to the first-
form.of the present invention is shown in Figs. 1"
to 5, as applied to a paper.covered book 19, having:
The sealing means includes a"
member. 12 preferabnly. of paper or cellophane or’
the like. Member {2 is in the form. of @ strip
having on efther side thereof a short tab i3 and
is provided on the one face thereof with an adhe-
‘Between the strip. portion of
member- {2 and each tab 13 there is provided a
scored line 15 by. which .the member is readily
separated from the tabs.. The center strip of
member-. 12 is.provided with. a slot.or hole 16

.between the tabs 13 and a short distance from the

longxtudmal center. of said strip. A length of
string 1T.is passed through the hole {8 and ex-
tended -along. the adhesively coated side of the
center strip of member 12 between the tabs (3.
The purpeose of string {1 will be explained here-
inafter...

As.can be .seen in Fig. 1, the strip portion of
member.. 12 is folded .-back on itself about the

string 17, the two halves being secured together

by the adhesive coating 4. When so folded the
said -center strip terminates at one end coinci-
dentally. with. one end of the tabs. {3 and at the
other end projects somewhat beyond sald tabs
to.form, a finger piece or fab.18.

In order. to seal the book 18 the strip 12 is
placed agamst the free ends of the pages of the
book and. the tabs 13 are secured by their adhe-
sive coatmg one, to. the ‘inner face of the front
cover (1 of the ‘hook and the other to the inner
face of the rear cover of.-the book. Thus the
covers: of .the -hook are _secured, together, effec—
t1ve1y sealing the book without.covering any part
of. ’ohe outer faces of .the covers thereof.

To.unseal . the book all that.is required is to
grasp.the finger piece {8 and tear the strip 12 free
of, the.tabs 13 along the scored lines 15, Jeaving
sald tabs. 13 secured to the inner faces of the
covers of the book.

The, string. 11 which, as mentioned akove, is
uecured to the strip 12, has for its purpose to
combine. with. said, strip Wwhen - the latter is
detached from tabs {3 to form a book mark, To
this end-the cther end of the string 17.is §écured
in a. fold 21 of a patch 22 having an adhesive

L :aubstance 23, on one face Lhereof as shown 1n




2,591,094

3

Fig. 5. The patch 22 preferably is of the same
material as strip member 12 and is secured by
its adhesive coating 23 to the upper left-hand
corner of the first page 24 of the book {8. When
the strip 12 is engaged with the tabs ¢3, and the
book is sealed, the string {1 extends from the
said strip between the front cover {! and the
first page 24 of the book to the anchor patch 22.
When the strip 12 is disengaged from the tabs 13,
it and the string 17 combine to form a book mark
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

It is to be mentioned at this point that when
the means of the invention is applied to cloth
bound books the patch 22 preferably is secured
in the backing of the binding rather than on the
first page thereof. Otherwise, the means of the
invention is applied to such books in the same
manner as described above.

A modified form of the invention is illustrated
in Fig. 6 wherein like parts are given the same
reference numerals as hereinabove with a prime
added. In this form of the invention the string
i1 is replaced by a length of tape 25 on which
may be printed advertising matter. In all other
respects this form of the invention is as described
above.

It is generally the practice to provide new
cloth bound books with a paper jacket on which
a scene or the like illustrative of the ‘contents
of the book is printed. In such instances it is
desired that the sealing means engage the paper
jacket rather than the covers of the book. To
this end a modified form of the invention is illus-
trated in Fig. 7. Referring to said figsure the
reference numeral 2% indicates a paper jacket
for ‘a cloth bound hook, said jacket being pro-
vided with a pair of flaps 27 which are folded
between the covers and the pages of the book to
secure the jacket on the book. According to the
invention a sealing flap 28 is formed on one of
the flaps 21 at the juncture thereof with the
main portion of jacket 26, preferably by stamp-
ing. The flap 28 comprises a longitudinal strip
38 having a tab 31 at one end thereof and a tab
32 on the one side thereof, said tab 32 extending
from the hase of the tab 31 to the opposite end
of the strip. Scored lines 33 are provided on
either side of strip 88, that is, between the strip
and the tab 32 and between the strip and the
main. portion of flap 271. The outer face of the
tab 32 is provided with an adhesive coating 34
whereby the same may be secured to the opposite
flap 27 to seal the book..

It will be seen that to seal a book on which
the jacket 26 is located, all that is required is
"to place the strip 30 against the free edges of the
vages thereof and secure the tab 32 against the
opposite flap 21. To remove the seal, the tab 31
is grasped in the fingers and the strip 30 torn
free along the scored lines 33. )

If desired the strip 30 may have secured there-
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4
precise constructions herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and modifications
coming within the scope of the invention as de-
fined in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. In a combined book mark and seal for a
book having front and rear covers and a plurality
of pages therebetween, a paper jacket adapted to
be engaged about the outer faces of the covers
with flaps folded inside each of the covers, a
pateh secured to the inner face of said jacket
at the back thereof, a string secured at one end
to said patch, a sealing member formed on one
of said flaps at the fold line thereof, said sealing
member including a longitudinal strip te which
said string is secured, a tab on the end of said
strip, a tab on the side of said strip, scored lines
on either side of the strip, and an adhesive coat-
ing on the outer face of said latter tab for se-
curing the same to the other fiap, whereby said
first tab and said strip can be torn free of said
flaps along said scored lines, the string and the
strip then forming a book mark.

2. In a combined book mark and seal for a
book having front and rear covers, a jacket
adapted to be engaged about the outer faces of
the covers, flaps on the ends of the jacket at the
free edges of the covers adapted to be folded to -
extend along the inner face of the covers, an
elongated strip integral along one longitudinal
edge with one of said flaps at the fold line there-
of, a score line extended along the said one

longitudinal edge, a string secured at one end to

the inner face of said jacket remote from said
flaps and secured at its other end to said strip,
a tab along the other longitudinal edge of said
strip, a score line separating said tab. from said
strip, and adhesive on the outer face of said tab
for securing said tab to the other flap of said
jacket. - .

3. In a combined bock mark and seal for a

" book having front and rear covers, a .jacket
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to a length of string, tape or ribbon 35 which,

as shown in Fig. 8, may be anchored at its other
end by a patch 36 to the inner face of the jacket
26 at the back thereof. Thus, a book mark is
provided in substantially the same manner as
described above. Itis to be mentioned that when
the jacket is in place on a book and the book is
sealed as aforesaid, the string 35 extends from
strip 30 between the cover and the first page of

the book and over the back of the book to its-

anchor.

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred embodiments of my invention, it is to
be understood that I do not limit myself to the
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adapted to be engaged about the outer faces
of the covers, flaps on the ends of the jacket at
the free edges of the covers adapted to be folded
to extend along the inner faces of the covers,
an elongated strip integral along one longitudinal
edge with one of said flaps at the fold line there-
of, a score line extended along the said one lon-
gitudinal edge, a string secured at one end to
the inner face of said jacket remote from said
flaps and secured at its other end to said strip,
a tab along the other longitudinal edge of said
strip, a score line separating said tab from said
strip, adhesive on the outer face of said tab for
securing said tab to the other flap of said jacket,
and means for gripping said strip to tear it free .
along said score lines freeing -said flaps and
leaving said strip and string free to be used as
a book mark. -

4. Tn a combined book mark and seal for a
book having front and rear covers, a jacket
adapted to be engaged about the outer faces of-
the covers, flaps on the ends of the jacket at
the free edges of the covers adapted to be folded
to extend along the inner faces of the covers, an
elongated strip integral along one longitudinal
edge with one of said flaps at the fold line there-
of,-a score line extended along the said one lon-
gitudinal edge, a string secured at{ one end to
the inner face of said jacket remote from said
flaps and secured at its other end to said strip, a
tab along the other longifudinal edge of said
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strip, a score line separating said tah from said
strip, adhesive on the outer face of said tab
for securing said tab to the other fap of said
jacket, and means for gripping said strip to
tear it free along said score lines freeing said
flaps and leaving said strip and string free to
be used as a book mark, said means for grip-
ping comprising a tab extending from one end
of said strip.

5. In a combined book mark and seal for a
book having front and rear covers, a jacket
adapted to be engaged about the outer faces of
the covers of the book, flaps on the ends of the
jacket at the free edges of the covers adapted
to be folded to extend along the inner faces of
the covers, an elongated strip integral along one
longitudinal edge with one of said flaps at the
fold line thereof, a string secured at one end
to the inner face of said jacket remote from said
flaps and secured at its other end to said strip,
a tab along the other longitudinal edge of said
strip, adhesive on the outer face of said tab
for securing said tab to the other flap of said
jacket, and means facilitating tearing said strip
free from the said one flap and said tab freeing
the flaps of the jacket and leaving said strip
and string free to be used as a book mark.

6. In a combined book mark and seal for a
book having front and rear covers, a jacket
adapted to be engaged about the outer faces of
the covers of the book, flaps on the ends of the
jacket at the free edges of the covers adapted to
be folded to extend along the inner faces of the
covers, an elongated strip integral along .one lon-
gitudinal edge with one of said flaps at the fold
line thereof, a string secured at one end to the
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inner face of said jacket remote from said flaps
and secured at its other end to said strip, a tab
along the other longitudinal edge of said strip,
adhesive on the outer face of said tab for secur-
ing said tab to the other flap of said jacket, and
means facilitating tearing said strip free from
the said one flap and said tab freeing the flaps’
of the jacket and leaving said strip and string
free to be used as a book mark, said means facili-
tating tearing comprising a score line extended
along the said one longitudinal edse of said
strip, a second score line separating said strip
from said flap, and a second tab extending from
one end of said strip by which said strip can be
gripped to be torn along said score lines.
JAMES O'NEILL,
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