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©  A  mounting  for  a  roller  blind. 
  A  roller  blind  is  carried  on  a  tubular  element  (12)  fitted  at 
each  end  into  a  socket  defined  by  a  cup-shape  body  (1) 
having  a  foot  (2)  for  securing  it  to  a  fixed  support.  The 
cup-shape  body (1)  is  provided  with  an  aperture  (5)  partly 
spanned  by  a  projecting  tonge  (7)  with  an  enlarged  head  end 
(7')  which  engages  into  an  aperture  (13)  in  the  end  of  the 
tubular  body  (12)  when  this  is  fitted  into  the  cup  shape  body 
(1)  and  turned  in  to  register  with  the  projection  (7). 



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   g e n e r a l l y   to  r o l l e r  

b l i n d s ,   and  p a r t i c u l a r l y   to  a  m o u n t i n g   f o r   a  r o l l e r  

b l i n d ,   s u i t a b l e   f o r   use   on  a  m o t o r   v e h i c l e .  

C o n v e n t i o n a l l y   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   i s   c a r r i e d   on  a  

c y l i n d e r   w h i c h   i s   m o u n t e d   to  a  m o t o r   v e h i c l e   by  m e a n s  

of   s u i t a b l e   s u p p o r t s   e ach   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s o c k e t   o f  

a p p r o p r i a t e   s h a p e   i n t o   w h i c h   one  end  of   t h e   c y l i n d e r  

of   t h e   r o l l e r   b l i n d   i s   i n s e r t e d   upon   a s s e m b l y .   A f t e r  

t h e s e   s u p p o r t s   have   been   f i x e d   in   p o s i t i o n   w i t h   t h e  

two  ends   of  the   s a i d   c y l i n d e r   i n s e r t e d   i n t o   them,   i t  

i s   t h e n   n e c e s s a r y   to  f i x   t he   c y l i n d e r   i n   p o s i t i o n   s e -  

c u r e l y   a g a i n s t   movement   on  t he   s u p p o r t s .   C u r r e n t l y   t h i s  



o p e r a t i o n   i s   p e r f o r m e d   w i t h   t h e   a i d   of  a  c l a m p i n g  

s c r e w   w h i c h   i s   i n t r o d u c e d   t h r o u g h   a  s u i t a b l e  

t h r e a d e d   h o l e   in   t h e   w a l l   of   t h e   s u p p o r t   and  s c r e w e d  

t i g h t   i n   o r d e r   s e c u r e l y   to   l o c k   t h e   c y l i n d e r   i n t o   t h e  

s u p p o r t   T h i s   o p e r a t i o n   t a k e s   a  c e r t a i n   amount   of   t i m e  

w h i c h   i s   r e f l e c t e d   in   a  s i g n i f i c a n t   m a n n e r   in   t h e   c o s t s  

of   f i t t i n g   t h e   r o l l e r   b l i n d s   to   t h e   v e h i c l e .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   s e e k s   to  p r o v i d e   a  s u p p o r t   f o r  

a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   in  w h i c h   the   f i x i n g   b e t w e e n   t he   s u p p o r t  

and  t h e   c y l i n d e r   c a r r y i n g   t h e   b l i n d   i t s e l f   can  b e  

e f f e c t e d   in   a  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   a u t o m a t i c   m a n n e r   u p o n  

a s s e m b l y   of   t h e   b l i n d   to  t h e   s u p p o r t ,   t h e r e b y   r e d u c i n g  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y   t h e   c o s t s   of   i n s t a l l a t i o n .  

A c c o r d i n g   to   t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e r e   i s   p r o v i d e d   a  

s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   c a r r i e d   on  a  t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t  

w h i c h   c an   be  f i t t e d   to  a  m o t o r   v e h i c l e , c h a r a c t e r i s e d   b y  

t h e   f a c t   t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y   c u p - s h a p e   b o d y  

i n t o   w h i c h   i s   f i t t e d   one  end  of  t h e   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t  

upon   a s s e m b l y   of  the   r o l l e r   b l i n d ,   t h e   s a i d   c u p - s h a p e  

body   h a v i n g   means   fo r   a t t a c h i n g   i t   to  a  f i x e d   s u p p o r t  
f o r   t h e   b l i n d   and  b e i n g   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   i n t e r l o c k   m e a n s  

w h i c h   c o - o p e r a t e   w i t h   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   i n t e r l o c k   means   o n  

t h e   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   upon   i n s e r t i o n   of  t h e   l a t t e r   i n t o  

t h e   c u p - s h a p e   body  w h e r e b y   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   to  r e t a i n   t h e  

s a i d   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   in   t h e   c u p - s h a p e   body  a g a i n s t  

r e m o v a l   t h e r e f r o m .  



The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a l s o   c o m p r e h e n d s   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d  

i n c o r p o r a t i n g   s u c h   a  s u p p o r t .  

one  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t h e   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

more  p a r t i c u l a r l y   d e s c r i b e d ,   by  way  of  e x a m p l e ,   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s ,   in   w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   f rom  be low  of  a  s u p p o r t  

c o n s t i t u t i n g   an  e m b o d i m e n t   of  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n ;  

F i g u r e   2  i s   an  end  v i e w   of  t he   e m b o d i m e n t  

i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e   1 ;  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   f rom  above   of  t h e  

e m b o d i m e n t   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g u r e s   1  and  2;  a n d  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  s e c t i o n e d   s i d e   v i e w   of  t h e   e m b o d i -  

ment  i l l u s t r a t e d   in   F i g u r e s   1  to  3 .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  the   d r a w i n g s ,   t h e r e   i s   shown  a  s u p -  

p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   a  sun  b l i n d   f o r  

a  m o t o r   v e h i c l e ,   t he   s u p p o r t   c o m p r i s i n g   a  c u p - s h a p e  

c a s i n g   b o d y   1,  h a v i n g   an  a t t a c h m e n t   f o o t   p r o j e c t i n g  

from  i t s   p e r i p h e r y ,   b e y o n d   t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   of  t h e  

c u p - s h a p e   body .   Two  r e i n f o r c i n g   r i b s   3  a r e   p r o v i d e d  

fo r   t h e   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   f o o t   2  w h i c h   p r o j e c t s   b e y o n d  

the   b o t t o m   w a l l   of  t he   c u p - s h a p e   b o d y ,   and  t h i s  

p r o j e c t i n g   p o r t i o n   has  a  t h r o u g h - h o l e   4  f o r   a t t a c h i n g  

t he   f o o t   2  to  a  f i x e d   s u p p o r t .  

In  t h e   r e g i o n   of  c o n t a c t  w i t h   t h e   f o o t   2  t h e   s i d e   w a l l  

of  t h e   c a s i n g   body   1  i s   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   an  a p e r t u r e   5 

w h i c h   a l s o   p a s s e s   t h r o u g h   t h e   f o o t   2 .  



From  t h e   r i m   6  of   t h e   c u p - s h a p e   body   1  a  p r o j e c t i o n  7  

e x t e n d s   a c r o s s   t h e  s a i d   a p e r t u r e   5.  The  p r o j e c t i o n   7 

has   a  c r o s s   s e c t i o n a l   s h a p e   s i m i l a r   to   t h a t   of  a n  

i n c l i n e d   p l a n e   ( s e e   F i g u r e   4)  and  a  r o u n d e d   e n d  

p o r t i o n   7'  ( s e e   F i g u r e   1 ) .  

The  c u p - s h a p e   b o d y   1  d e f i n e s   i n   e f f e c t   a  c y l i n d r i c a l  

s o c k e t   8.  From  t h e   b o t t o m   w a l l   of  t h e   c u p - s h a p e   body  1 

a  h o l l o w   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   9  p r o j e c t s   a x i a l l y   i n t o   t h e  

s o c k e t   8.  The  t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   9  has   an  a x i a l   h o l e   10  

f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  s h a f t   11  c a r r y i n g   t h e   b l i n d .  

T h i s   a x i a l   h o l e   10  has  a  s h a p e d   i n n e r   end  p o r t i o n   1 0 '  ,  

h a v i n g   f l a t s   w h i c h   can  be  s e e n   in   F i g u r e   2,  f o r   f o r m i n g  

a  p r i s m a t i c   c o n n e c t i o n   w i t h   t h e   end  p o r t i o n   11'  of  t h e  

s a i d   s p i n d l e ,   w h i c h   has   a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g   s h a p e   i n  

c r o s s - s e c t i o n .  

The  b l i n d   i s   c a r r i e d   on  a  t u b e   12  h a v i n g   l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  

o p e n   e n d s .   At  each   end  t h e   w a l l   of   t h e   t u b e   12  has  a  

t h r o u g h - h o l e   13  in   a  p r e - e s t a b l i s h e d   p o s i t i o n ,   i n t o  

w h i c h   t h e   r o u n d e d   end  p o r t i o n   7'  of   t h e   s a i d   p r o j e c t i o n  

7  can   e n g a g e .  

By  t h i s   m e a n s ,   t h e   l o c k i n g   of  t h e   t u b e   12  c a r r y i n g   t h e  

b l i n d   i n t o   t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   s u p p o r t   can   be  a f f e c t e d   s u b -  

s t a n t i a l l y   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   upon  a s s e m b l y .   In  f a c t ,   i t  

w i l l   be  s u f f i c i e n t   f o r   t h e   o p e r a t o r ,   a f t e r   h a v i n g   p r e -  
l i m i n a r i l y   i n s e r t e d   t h e   two  e n d s   of   t h e   b l i n d - c a r r i e r  

t u b e   12  i n t o   t h e   s u p p o r t s   1  and  h a v i n g   f i x e d   t h e   t w o  



s u p p o r t s   i n t o   t h e   r e q u i r e d   p o s i t i o n s ,   m e r e l y   to  r o t a t e  

t h i s   t u b e   a b o u t   i t s   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   u n t i l   t h e  

p r o j e c t i o n s   7'  of   t h e   s u p p o r t s  7   e n g a g e   in   t he   h o l e s  

13  of  t he   t u b e   12 ,   t h e r e b y   r e t a i n i n g   the   t u b e   12  i n  

p o s i t i o n   w i t h o u t   r e q u i r i n g   c l a m p i n g   s c r e w s   as  b e f o r e .  



1 ,   A  s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   c a r r i e d   on  a  

t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   ( 1 2 ) ,   w h i c h   can   be  f i t t e d   to   a  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   i t   c o m p r i s e s   a  

g e n e r a l l y   c u p - s h a p e   body   ( 1 )   i n t o   w h i c h   i s   f i t t e d   o n e  

end  of   t h e   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   ( 1 2 )   upon  a s s e m b l y   of   t h e  

r o l l e r   b l i n d ,   t h e   s a i d   c u p - s h a p e   body  (1 )   h a v i n g   m e a n s  

( 2 ,   3)  f o r   a t t a c h i n g   i t   to   a  f i x e d   s u p p o r t   f o r   t h e  

b l i n d   and  b e i n g   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   i n t e r l o c k   means   ( 7 ,   7 ' )  

w h i c h   c o - o p e r a t e   w i t h   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   i n t e r l o c k   m e a n s  

on  t h e   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   ( 1 2 )   upon  i n s e r t i o n   of   t h e   l a t t e r  

i n t o   t h e   c u p - s h a p e   body   ( 1 )   w h e r e b y   a u t o m a t i c a l l y   t o  

r e t a i n   t h e   s a i d   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   ( 1 2 )   in   t h e   c u p - s h a p e  

body   a g a i n s t   r e m o v a l   t h e r e f r o m .  

2.  A  s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

C l a i m   1,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   t h e   c u p - s h a p e  

body   (1)   has   a  g e n e r a l l y   c y l i n d r i c a l   s i d e   w a l l   and  t h e  

s a i d   a t t a c h m e n t   means   c o m p r i s e   a  p r o j e c t i n g   f o o t   ( 2 )  

e x t e n d i n g   b e y o n d   t he   b a s e   of   t he   c u p - s h a p e   body  (1)   a n d  

h a v i n g   at  l e a s t   one  r e i n f o r c i n g   r i b   (3)   and  a  t h r o u g h -  

h o l e   (4 )   f o r   f i x i n g   t h e   f o o t   (2)   to  a  f i x e d   s u p p o r t  
f o r   t h e   b l i n d ,   and  t h e   s a i d   i n t e r l o c k   means   i n c l u d e s   a n  

a p e r t u r e   (5 )   in   t h e   s a i d   c y l i n d r i c a l   s i d e   w a l l   of   t h e  

c u p - s h a p e   body   ( 1 ) ,   w h i c h   a p e r t u r e   a l s o   p a s s e s   t h r o u g h  
t h e   s a i d   f o o t   in   i t s   r e g i o n   of   c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   c a s i n g  

b o d y   ( 1 ) .  



3.  A  s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

C l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   t h e   s a i d   i n t e r -  

l o c k   means   i n c l u d e s   a  r e s i l i e n t  .   t o n g u e   (7)  p r o j e c t -  

i n g   p a r t   way  a c r o s s   t h e   s a i d   a p e r t u r e   (5)   f o r   e n g a g i n g  

in   an  o p e n i n g   (13)   in   t h e   s a i d   t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   ( 1 2 ) ,  

t h e   s a i d   r e s i l i e n t   t o n g u e   (7)   h a v i n g   an  e n l a r g e d  

f r e e   end  ( 7 ' )   and  a  g e n e r a l l y   w e d g e - s h a p e   c r o s s   s e c t i o n .  

4.  A  s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

C l a i m   2,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   in   t h a t   t he   a p e r t u r e   (5)  i n   t h e  

c y l i n d r i c a l   s i d e   w a l l   of   t he   c u p - s h a p e   body  (1)   i s   a d a p - .  

t e d   to   r e c e i v e   a  r e s i l i e n t   d e t e n t   on  t he   s a i d   t u b u l a r  

e l e m e n t   to  r e t a i n   t h e   l a t t e r   in   p o s i t i o n   upon  i n s e r t i o n .  

5.  A  s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d   a r c o r d i n g   to   a n y  

p r e c e d i n g   C l a i m ,   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t he   f a c t   t h a t   t h e   s a i d  

c u p - s h a p e   body  has  a  c e n t r a l   p r o j e c t i o n   (9)   c o a x i a l  

w i t h   t h e   c y l i n d r i c a l   s i d e   w a l l   e x t e n d i n g   from  t h e  

b o t t o m   of  t he   c u p - s h a p e   body  ( 1 ) ,   t he   s a i d   c e n t r a l  

p r o j e c t i o n   h a v i n g   a  c a v i t y   (10)   c o n s t i t u t i n g   a  s o c k e t  

f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  s p i n d l e   (11 )   s u p p o r t i n g   t h e   w o u n d  

r o l l e r   b l i n d .  

6.  A  s u p p o r t   f o r   a  r o l l e r   b l i n d ,   a c c o r d i n g   t o  

C l a i m   5,  c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   t he   s a i d   c a v i t y  

(10  has   a  b o t t o m   p o r t i o n   ( 1 0 ' )   of  p o l y g o n a l   c r o s s   s e c t -  

i o n   f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  p r i s m a t i c   end  p o r t i o n   ( 1 1 ' ) ,   o f  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   c r o s s   s e c t i o n ,   of  t he   s a i d   s p i n d l e   ( 1 1 ) .  



7.  A  r o l l e r   b l i n d   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  c o m p r i s i n g  

a  t u b u l a r   e l e m e n t   c a r r y i n g   t h e   b l i n d   c u r t a i n   a n d  

s u p p o r t e d   a t  e a c h   end  on  a  s u p p o r t   a c c o r d i n g   to  a n y  

p r e c e d i n g   C l a i m .  
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