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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FANNIE WOLF, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

" SUPPORT FOR GARMENT-HANGERS.

937,497,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Oct. 19, 1203,

Applicatién filed March 25, 1909. Serial No. 485,781.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fax~ym Worr, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhat-
tan, in the county and State of New York,
have invented a new and Improved Support

“for GGarment-Hangers, of which the follow-

ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in supports for garment hangers, and
more particularly to that type of support or
carrier adapted to be secured beneatg a shelf
or within a wardrobe, showcase or the like.

More particularly it relates to that form
of support or carrier in which a plurality of
rods are employed, one of the rods being
longitudinally movable in respect to the
overhead . support and another of the rods
being carried by the first-mentioned one and
also longitudinally movuble in respect there-
1o, so that the support may be extended to its
full length out from heneath the overhead
support. In my improved device several
forms of which are illustrated, I provide
means whereby either rod may move in
either direction from a normal position, so
that the rod which supports the garment
hangers may move out from beneath the over-
head support at either of twe opposite edges
of the latter. I also provide means whereby
each rod may be prevented from moving
beyond its normal position after its return
therete, so that if the device be carelessly
forced back it will stop at its normal post-
tion. '

Another important feature of my inven-
tion involves the provision of means along
the length of one of the rods for not only
supporting a plurality of hangers, but pre-
venting their longitudinal movement along
the rod. As the rod is suddenly moved lon-
gitwdinally, the gaments will of conrse
sway or swing, but as the hangers cannot
slide, they . will - maintain their original
spaced relationship after.the rod has heen
brought to its adjusted position. :

tefercnee is to be hind to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this speci-
tiention, in which similar characters of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts inall the
figures, and in which-—

Figure 1 is a vertreal section through a
suppert provided with one form of my im-
proved deviee, the parts being in normal
vosition; Ilig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1,

ut showing the supporting rods in extended

position; Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1,
but on an enlarged scale and with certain
of the parts broken away; Fig. 4 is an in-
verted plan view of the onter rod of the
form shown in Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is a1 end view,
of a portion of thé device shown in Fig. 33

Fig. 6 is an inverted plan view of the paris

shown in Fig. 3, the rods being removed’
Fig. 7 is a vertical section on the line 7—7
of ¥ig. 5; Iig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 3,
but showing a different forni of consiruction
in which the hangers are connecied dirvectly
to the inner rod rather than to a sepuiate
rod rigid therewith; Fig. 9 is an inverted
plan view of the two rods shown in Fig. 8;
Kig. 10 is a vertical section on the line 10—16
of Fig. 8; Fig. 11 is a side elevation of a fur-
ther form in which the tubuiar bars ere re-
placed by bars angular in cross section; Fig.
12 is a section on the line 12--12 of Fig. 11;
Iiig. 13 is a side elevation of a form in which
one bar is angular in cross section and the
other is tubular; Fig. 14 is a vertical sec-
tion on the line 14—14 of I'ig. 13; Fig. 15 is
a side elevation of a form m which all of
the members are angular in cross section and
all lie in the same horizontal plane; Fig. 16
is a vertical section through the form shown
in Kig. 15 and on an enlarged scale; Fig. 17
is a side elevation of cie of the outer bars
shown in Fig. 16; Fig. 18 is an end view of
the three bars shown in Fig. 16; Fig. 19 is
a2 longitudinal section through an attach-
ment for a hanger adapted to be used in con-
nection with the device shown in Figs. 8 and
15; and Fig. 20 is an end view of the attach-
ment shown in Fig, 19, :

In the specitic form of hanger support

shown in Figs. 1 to 7, inclusive, I employ

two rods 1 and 2, the former of which 1s in
the form of an open-ended tube, while the
other is arranged to telescope within the
tube. The tube 1 is provided with a slot 1+
extending along its” under side and sub-
divided into two sections by a small connect-
ing picee 1% as indicated particularly in
Fig. 4. The rod 2 closely fits within the tube
1 and at ils opposile ends it is provided
with depending handles 3 and 4. Tach han-
dle at s upper end is reduced in thickness
o permit it to pass froely through the slot
1%, but to limit the movenwnt of the red 2
in respeet to the tube 1 Ly its engagement
with the stop 1% As tie stop 1* is midway
hetween *he ends of the tube and the handles
3 and 4 are at {he ends of the tube, it is evi-

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

85

160

105

110




&
i
¢

[+

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

o 937,407

dent that the rod may be moved in either
direction in respect to the tube a distance
approximately cqual to one-half the length
of the rod. Extending from one handle to
the other and parallel to ihe rod 2,1s a bar 5
held rigid in respect to the rod 2 and mov-
able longitudinally therewith. The bar is
provided with a series of notches 6 in its
upper edge and adapted to receive the lat-
erally-turned end 7 of a depending pin 8,
the lower end of the pin being connected to
a garment hanger 9 of any suitable form and
the connection being made in any suitable
manner.
provided with a knob on its end which pre-
vents the hanger from being detached from
the bar until 1t is lifted up out of the open-

“ing. The sudden longitudinal movement of

the bar cannot shift the hanger along the
length of the bar by reason of the engage-

The laterally-extending end T is |

ment of the support for the hanger in one |

of the openings or recesses 6. The tube 1 s
adapted to be supported adjacent the under
surface of a shelf or any other suitable form
of overhead support. In Figs. 1 and 2 is
shown a portion of a cabinet having a shelf
10 constituting one of many possible forms
of overhead supports. This support earries
three brackets or hangers for engaging with
the tube 1 and permitiing it to move longi-
tudinally in either direction a distance ap-
proximately equal to one-half its own length.
These hangers are so positioned that when
the tube 1 1s in its normal position, a -hanger
will come adjacent each end of the-tube and
a third hanger will come midway betweeen
the ends of the tube. In the specific form of
harger shown in Figs. 1 to 7, inclusive, there
is provided a top plate 11 and two rollers 12
and 13, each rotatable upon a vertical pivot
14 and each Laving a concave outer surface.
The curvature of the surface of the two
rollers from one end to the other is approxi-
mately the same as the curvature of the
outer surface of the tube 1, and the two
rollers of each pair are so mounted that they
erigage with opposite sides of the tube to
support the latter but permit of its longi-
tudinal movement. For limiting the longi-
tudinal movement of the tube, the latter
midway betweeen its ends, carries an up-
wardly -extending stud or projection 15

“which may freely pass through a groove 16

in the plate 11 of the center hanger bat will
contact with the plates 11 of the terminal
hangers and prevent further movement of
the tube. As the two terminal hangers are
mounted adjacent the ends of the tube; it is
evident that the tube may be moved from
the normal position in either direction for a
distance aEproximately equal to one-half its
own length. As the rod 2 is carried by the
tube 1 and has movable relationship to the
latler, it is evident that the total distance of
movement of the rod 2 is approximately

Y

cqual to its own length in either direction
from its normal position. Upon returning
the parts to their normal position after they
have been pulled out or extended, it is Ge-
sirable to limit the movement of the parts
and prevent the reds from accidentally pass-
ing beyond their normal positions and out in
the ‘opposite direction. For accomplishing
this, I provide a pivoted catch 17 on each of
the two terminal hangers and having a lim-
ited movement in respect thereto, so that it
may normally drop down into the path of
movement of both the rod 2 and the tube 1
and prevent the movement of either the rod
or the tube in either direction from the nor-
mal. This cateh may be readily lifted into
a recess or opening directly above the same, so
that both the tube and the rod may be pulled
out heneath the catch and to the limiting ex-
tent. Tt is not necessary to manually retain
the catch in its raised position, as it will be
held upward by its engagement with the
upper surface of the tube when the latter is
drawn out. " As soon as the tube and rod are
returned to the normal position, they will
engage with the catch at the farther end and
be stopped from further movement, while
the catch at the end from which they have
returned nray drop into place and lock the
parts-against accidentally sliding .outwardly
again. - .

When .the parts have been pulled out-
wardly to the limiting position, as shown in
Fig. 2, and a person grasps the handle 4 and
pushes inwardly thereon, it is desirable that
when the rod 2 comes to its normal position
in rpect to the tube 1, it will engage with
the latter and force the tube back to its
normsal position. For accomplishing this,
I provide a slide 19 adjacent each of the
handles and movable upwardly into the path
of the center rod. Both of the catches are
norimally in their Iowered position but they
have slot-and-pin connections, so that they
may be readily raised when the person
grasps the handle to return the parts to their
telescoped, inner or normal position. As the
slides 19 operate to return the tube 1 with
the rod 2, they do not normally prevent the
rod from being drawn out of either end of
the tute.

Instead of detachably supporting the
hangers 1i1 spaced relationship from a sepa-
rate bar carried by the rod 2, I may, if de-
sired, directly support the hangers from the
rod ¢, eliminating entirely the bar 5. In
Figs, 8, 3 and- 10, T have illustrated a form
in which the outer tube 1° is provided with
a slot 1% extending throaghout its entire
length. This tube is limited against longi-
tndinal movement in the same manner as is
the tube 1 in igs o to 7, inclusive, but as
the slot 19 extends the entire-length a dif-
ferent means is provided for limiting the
longitudinal movement of the rod 2t This
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rod is provided with handles 5* and 4* at its
ends and counected to the rod through the
slot 19, but the upper ends of the handles
are of somewhat greater width than the
width of the slot. The tube 1% is provided
with two downwardiyv-extending pins or
studs 1° npon opposite sides of the slot and
midway between the ends of the tube.. and
these pins or strids are o positioned as to lie

in the path of rievement of the handles 32
and 4% Thus when the rod 22 is moved m

respect to the tube 1¢ for a distance zpproxi- |

H

mately cqual to one-half the length of the:
rod, one of the handles will ¢ngnge with the

two studs or pins 1° and lines further rda-
tive movement of the rod ud tebe.
termediate the handles 3*

In-.

i 43, the rod is ¢

provided with a plurality ¢i depending pins
$2 spaeed apart and rigid in respect to the

rod.
head 7 adapted to enter through a kevhole
= "

Lach of these pins has an enlarged |
22 midway between the ends of the T-bar,

slot in the side of a sheet metal thimble 6

arried by a garment hanger 92

wardly and then laterally to bring the head

The pins -
remain rigid with the rod but any hanger ;
may be removed by lifting the same up- | barz 20 srevents further movement of one
“hav iu vespect to the other,

72 out through the kevi:i: slot m the side .

of the thimble.

As many hangers may be

employed as there are depending pins and ;

any hanger may swing from its pin, but no

" two hangers can approach nearer to each :
other than the predetermined limiting dis-

35

40

tance between pins.
trated a slightly modified form of slides or
stops 19%, by means of which the tuhe may be

returned to its normal position along with |

the rod.

Instead of making both of the bars eylin-
driecal in form and one of them telescoping
within the other, as illustrated in Figs. 1 to
10, inclusive, I may, if desired, make both
of the rods angular in cross scetion as illus-
trated in Figs. 11 and 12. In this form I

“employ two bars 1f and 2!, mounted so as to

45

have the same movemsants as the tube and

~rod 1 and 2 of Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive. The

50

rod 1! is somewhat in the form of an I-beam,
that is. it has a vertical web and laterally-

extending flanges along both its upper and !

lower edges. This bar is supported by ! 3
i and each hanger is substantially T-shaped

plurality of brackets or hangers 14, upon
which are mounted pairs of rollers 12" and
18t These rollers are of a diameter sub-

. stantially equal te the width of the grooves

55

60

between the upper and lower flanges of the
bar 15, and are disposed within said grooves.
The brackets or hangers 14 may be of any
suitable character but are illustrated merely
as short angle iron sectiens secured to a
transverse plate 115 The bar 1% is limitod in
its longitudinal movement by the pin 15
on its upper side intermediate its ends and
ixheld against movement past the normal po-
sition by the pivoted eatebes 17, The bar
1t at each end thereof and also midway be-

In Fig. 8, [ have illus- ¢
Eali:

iween the ends, carries transversely-extend-

ing bars 20, to the under side of each of
which are secured two voilers 21, Each of
these »cllors is provided with a groove in its
periphera; surface amd the rollers are so
mounted a3 to receive the edges of the side
flanges of the T-bar 2% The T-bar may

move longitudinally between the rollers but

any further movement is prevented. The
depending flance of the T-bar is provided
with o =eries of keyhole slots 6¢ which may
receive and retain the laterally-extending
ends 77 of garment hangers. The hangers
ave held against movement Jongitudinally of
the Loy and can colvibe removed from the
bar by lifting them vertieslly and then moy-
TUL irgred head cut through the en-
¢ upper end of the kevhole slot. The
2t is fmited I s movement in respect
to the Far 1 by an upwardlyv-extending pin

and movable through a slot in the. center
transverse bar 20, ‘The pin when In engage-
ment with cither of the terminal transverse

The T-bar may

have any snitable form of handles 8f and 4
seetred to the ends thereof, for facilitating
the mayvement thereof. }

Tustead of making both the bars cylin-
drical er both angular in eross section, one
may he raade angular and the other cylin-

at as ilnstrated in Figs, 13 to14. In
se frures, U have illustrated an upper
- 17 substantinlly square in cross section,
lower bar 2% evlindrical in cross see-
The upper bar 1% is hollow and pro-

tion.

vided with a slot in its upper edge down

throueh which extend hangers 145, Each
hanger is provided with oppositely-disposed
rollers 12¢ and 135, which engage with the
upper side of the inner surface of the rod
upon opposite sides of the top groove. There
are three of thiese hangers provided and the
rod is Hmited in its longindinal movement by
upwardly-extending pins 15¢ disposed ad-
jncent opposite ends of the bar and adapted
to engagze with the central harniger 145, The
rod 17 carries depending hangers 208 at each
end thereof and midway between the ends,

and provided with a depending flange carry-
ing upposiiely-disposed rollers 215, 215, The
fower tube 2% is formed of a tube with a slot
extending along the upper edge thereof and
through which extends the depending flange
of the Langers 205 The rollers mounted on
saidl. hangers engage with the inner surface
of the tube and are prefevably substantially
conical in form to it the contour of the in-
ferior of the tube. The longitudinal move-
ment of {he tube 2% may be limited by a pin
v extending npwardly from the tube mid-
way between the ends thereof and adapted
to engage with either of the terminal hangers
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205 Any suitable form of handles 3¢ and 45
may - be provided adjacent opposite ends of
the tube 2¢ and the tabe may be provided
with a series of keybole slots 68 spaced aparct
along the length thereof. These slots may
extend from one side ‘of the tube dewn-
wardly to the lower edge and garment hang-
ers may be provided with the enlarged heads
directly upon the upper ends of the suspend-
ing rods 85 : -
In Figs, 15 to 18, inclusive, T illustrate a
Torm 1n which there are two outer rods 14, 17,
and a central garment hanger supporting rod
2k, All of the rods are of substantially the
same form in eross section as the rod 1f of
Figs. 11 and 12, and all three of the rods are
arranged in substantially the same horizon-
tal plane and supported between four de-
pending flanges 14* of overhead hangers
or brackets. These flanges carry opposed
pairs of rollers 12* and 13" for engaging
within the grooves in the opposite sides of
the bars for supporting the latter and per-
mitting .of their longitudinal movement.
For limiting the longitudinal movement of
the onter vars 1%, 1%, the latter are provided

awvith upwardly-extending pins 15%, 13", nid-

way between their ends and adapted to en-
gage with cither of the terminal brackets 14"
but to freely pass the center bracket. The
two cuter bars 1%, 1" are connected together
at one end by a transverse bar 20% which is
provided with depending flanges 20% dis-
posed unon opposite sides of the center bar
2% These twe flanges carry rollers 21t fit-
ting into the opposite sides of the center bar,
so that the two onter bars will constitute a
support for the center bar irrespective of the
posttion of the outer bars in respect to the
hiackets 14" The center bar is provided
with devending handles 3" and 4* at its

" opposite ends, and adjzeent each handle is a
- eross bar 22% which may engage with de-

oo
"

60

14

pending pius 23" carried hy the two side bars
midway between their ends. Thus, when
the handle 4" is pulled out half its length the
bar 228 at the opposite end will engage with
the pins 23" depending from the side bars,

and cause the side bars to move with the.

center bar until the movement of the latter
i=-limited by the pins 15% For returning
the onter bars with the center har, the latter
may be previded with an upwardly-extend-

']ing ln;;r 19" for engaging with the transverse
. bar 20n,

T'lie center bax is provided with a
series of depending pins 8% each having an
enlarged head ™ stmilar to the pins shown
in Figs. 8 to 10, inclu<ive, These pins will
weeive the hanger shown in Fig, 7, ov the
langer may be provided with an clongated
thimble of the character shown in Figs. 19
and 20, This thimble 6 is formed of sheet
metal stamped to form attached Ings 6° at
its ends and a curved body portion” with a
slot 67 extending along the upper edge.

The ends of the body portion are open and
the slot is of greater width than the stem of
the pin S, but of less width than the head
The thimble is attached to the garment
hanger by screws or other suitable means
and may be moved endwise on to a suspend-
7 pin to engage the latter and support the
nanger.. The hanger will Le free to rotate
but cannot move loryitudinally along the
stupporting bar. '

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Lettess
Patent: .

1. In combination, a bar, a support per-
mitting the bar to move longitudinally in
either direciion a limited distance from the
normal position, a catch for normally pre-
venting said movement and movable to in-
operative position, and a second bar carried
by the first bar and movable longitudinally
in respect thereto a limited distance in either
direction from the nermal position,

2. In combination, a bar, a support per-
mitting the bar to move longitudinally in
either direction a limited distance irom the
normal position, means for normally pre-

~1
[

§0 -

90

venting said movement, said means includ-

ing pivoted eatches adjacent the ends of the
bar ‘and movable into or cut of the path
tiiereof, and a second bar carried by the first
bar and movable longitudinally in respect
thercto a limited distance in either direction
fromn the normal. position. ’

3. In combination, a bar, a support per-
witting the bar to move longitudinally in
cither direction a limited distance from the
normal position, a second bar carried by the
first-mentioned bar and movable longitudi-
nally in respect thereto a limited distance in
cither direction from the normal position,
and means carried by said second-mentioned
bar adjacent the ends theresf for engage-

‘ment sith the first-mentioned bar to prevent

the return movement of the second-mentioned
bar past its normal position.

4. A gnvment rack, comprising a plurality
of brackets hiaving depending flanges, a plu-
rality of  I-bars (gsposed substantially
parallel and spaced apart between said
Hlanges, rollers carried between said flanges
and supporting said I-bars to permit their
longitudinal movemenr, mears for limiting
the movement of one of said bars to a dis-
tance substantially equal to onec-half its
length, and means for limiting the move-
ment of another of said bars in cne direction
and in respect to the last-mentioned bar to a
distanice substantially equal to one-half its
length. :

H. In combination, a bar, a support per-
mitiing the bar to move longitudinally in
cither direetion a limited distance from the
nornial position, means for normally pre-
venting said movement and movable to in-
operative position, a second bar carried by
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" the first bar and movable longitudinally in
respect thereto a limited distance in either
direction from the normal position, and
means for normally preventing the said
last-mentioned movement and movable to in~
operative position. :

¢. In combination, a bar, 2 support per-
mitting the bar to move lengthwise a lim-
ited distance from the normal position, a
second bar carried by the first bar and mov-
able longitudinally in respect thereto 2

limited distance, and a catch carried by said

seccnd bar adjacent the end thereof and.

movable into alinement with the first-men-
tioned bar to prevent said last- mentioned
movment. .

7. In combination, a bar, a support per-
mitting the bar to move longitudinally in
either direction a limited distance from the
normal position, catches piveted adjacent
the ends of said bar and movable in planes
at right angles to the general length of the
bar for preventing said movement, and a
second bar carried by the first bar and mov-
able longitudinally in rcsoect thereto a lim-
ited distance in either direction from the
normal position.

‘8, In combination, a bar, a support per-
mitting the bar to move Iongitruainally a
limited distance from the normal position,
a second bar carried by the first bar and

movable longitudinally in respect thereto a

liinited distance in either direction from the
normasl position, ;
second - mentioned bar and movable into,

and catches carried by the

36

alinemcent with the first-mentioned bar at’

opposite ends of the latter for preventing

said last-mentioned movement.

9, A garment rack, comprising 2 plu-

rality of brackets having dependirg flanges,
three T bars disposed substantially parallel
and speced apart between said flanges, means

connecting the two outer bars to insure their

simultaneous movement, and means for lim-

iting the movement of the center bar in-re-’

spect to the outer bars.

4¢

45

10. A garment rack, comprising a plural-

ity of brackets having depending flanges,
three I-bars disposed substantially parallel
and spaced apart betiveen said flanges, roll-
ers carried between said flanges and sup-
porting said I-bars to permit their longi-

b

tudinal movement, means connecting the two .

outer I-bars to Insure their simultaneous
movement, and means for limiting the move-

b5

ment of the central I-bar in respect to the -

two outer ones.

In testimony whereof I have signed my -

name to this specification in the presence.of
two subscribing witnesses.
. _FANNIE WOLF.
Witnesses:
Josepa OFFENBACH,

WoriaM J. SWEENY.




