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(57) Abstract: A groove-shaped sloping flowpath
for feeding diagonally downwards hydrogenated
petroleum resin pellets inserted from an insertion
opening is disposed inside a storage hopper that
stores hydrogenated petroleum resin pellets. The
groove-shaped sloping flowpath is configured by
the arrangement, in the vertical direction and so as
to be in the opposite direction to the flow direction
of the hydrogenated petroleum resin pellets, of a
plurality of groove-shaped sloping flowpath mem-
bers (72B) having a sloping plate (72B1) and a
side plate (72B2) and forming a groove-shaped
structure. Fach of the vertically adjacent groove-
shaped sloping flowpath members (72B) are ar-
ranged in a state that inverts the direction that the
hydrogenated petroleum resin pellets dropping
from the groove-shaped sloping flowpath members
(72B) come in contact with the nearest lower
groove-shaped sloping flowpath member (72B)
plate-shaped member (72B3), and reduces the flow
speed of the hydrogenated petroleum resin pellets.
The impact on the hydrogenated petroleum resin
pellets inserted from the insertion opening of drop-
ping downwards is reduced and damage to the hy-
drogenated petroleum resin pellets during storage
can be reduced.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
The matter common to the inventions of claims 1-7 is the matter specified
in claim 1.
(Continued to extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

However, the search revealed the above-said common matter is not novel,
since the matter is disclosed in FR 1405937 A (Henri JARRIGE-LEMAS),
16 July 1965 (16.07.1965), page 1, column 2, line 6 to page 2, column
2,1ine 2; fig. 1to 2 (Family: none), or themicrofilmof the specification
and drawings annexed to the request of Japanese Utility Model Application
No. 197637/1983 (Laid-open No. 107041/1985) (Ioni Kabushiki Kaisha), 20
July 1985 (20.07.1985), page 3, lines 7 to 11; page 4, line 10 to page
5, line 10; fig. 2 to 3 (Family: none).

As a result, said common matter is not a special technical feature
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since the matter
does not make a contribution over the prior art.

Therefore, there is nomatter common to all of the inventions of claims
1-7.

Since there is no other common matter which is considered to be a
special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
sentence, any technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13
cannot be found among those different inventions.

Consequently, it is obvious that the inventions of claims 1-7 do not
comply with the requirement of unity of invention.
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