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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are:not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rute 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, claims 1-8, drawn to a heating appliance.
Group I, claims 9-20, drawn to a selective shape and size heating system and method of heating.

The inventions listed as Groups I-ll do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding specia! technical features for the following reasons: the special technical feature of the Group
I invention: wherein a portion of the heating elements are selectively energized such that their respective regions form a shape and size
of the heating structure that is heated as claimed therein is not present in the invention of Group Il. The special technical feature of the
Group Il invention: a controller coupled to the heating elements to: receive information associated with a shape and size of a portion of
the heating structure to be heated; determine a subset of the heating elements to be used for heating the received shape and size of the
heating structure; and control the subset of heating elements to heat their respective regions of the heating structure as claimed therein
is not present in the invention of Groups |. :

Groups | and Il lack unity of invention because even though the inventions of these groups require the technical feature of a heating
structure having a lower surface and a flat upper surface for supporting and imparting heat into an object; and an array of heating
elements arranged on the lower surface of the heating structure in an mxn array having m columns and n rows, each element thermally
coupled to a region of the structure for heating its respective region of the structure independently of other regions of the structure
associated with the other heating elements, wherein a portion of the heating eléments are selectively energized, this technical feature is
not a special technical feature as it does not make a contribution over the prior art. Specifically, Shaw et al. (US 7,919,730 B2) teach a
heating appliance (multiple heating array assembly 10, Figures 1 A and 1B) comprising: a heating structure having a lower surface
(illustrated in Fig. 1B) and a flat upper surface (top layer 15) for supporting and imparting heat into an object (co!. 2, lines 58-67, e.g.,
heating surface may heat cocking pots); and an array of heating elements (heating element array 14) arranged on the lower surface of
the heating structure (lower surface is illustrated in Fig. 1B)in an mxn array having m columns and n rows (as illustrated in Fig. 1B the

- heating element array is a 2x2 array) , each element (of heating element array 14) thermally coupled to a region of the structure (e.g.,
block 12) for heating its respective region of the structure (e.g. block 12) independently of other regions of the structure (e.g., block 12)
associated with the other heating elements (col. 1, lines 15-20, col. 2, lines 7-13, heating elements are independently controlled),
wherein a portion of the heating elements (heating element array 14) are selectively energized (col. 6, lines 5-20, array provides for
selective application of thermal energy only where needed) such that their respective regions form a shape and size of the heating

- structure that is heated (col. 4, lines 30-50, the regions correspond to areas of a utensil desired to be heated).

Since none of the special technical features of the Group | or Il inventions are found in more than one of the inventions, unity of invention
is lacking. - : .
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