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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Juria F. MATTINGLY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Metallic Fasteners, of which
the following is a description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention relates to an improvementin
clasps, and particularly to metallic fastening
devices adapted for universal use whereby
leather, textile fabrics, and other flexible ma-
terial may be securely fastened together.

My invention will be of great utility as an
emergency fastening device—as, forinstance,
when a harness breaks the broken parts may
be easily united by my device without the
use of twine, rope, or of any special tools for
repairing the break.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device which may be manufactured ata mini-
mum cost and which may be readily and ex-
peditiously applied to the parts to be united.

The invention consists, primarily, of a me-
tallic plate having hinged thereto at each cor-
ner prongs adapted to fold down upon the
plate and a hinged strip folding transversely
of the plate and fastened thereto at its free
end for holding the prongs in position against
the plate.

Further, the invention consists in the pre-
cise construction of the prongs and in the
various details of arrangement of the parts,
all as hereinafter described, and referred to
in the appended claims.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my invention,
showing the prongs and securing-strip ex-
tended. Fig. 2 is a perspective showing the
position of the parts when about to be ap-
plied, and Fig. 3 shows the device in plan
when in operative position. _

In the drawings, A represents a metallic
plate of suitable size and shape, which forms
the base of my metallic fastener. At each
corner it is provided with eyes a, to which
are riveted to have pivotal movement needle-
pivoted prongs B, preferably of the shape
shown. These prongs, instead of being riv-

eted, as shown, to the eyes, may be hinged
or otherwise pivotally attached to the corners
of the plate.

About midway of one side of the plate is
hinged or pivotally secured a strip C, of about
the relative width shown, which strip is pro-
vided at its free end with an opening engag-
ing a button or head b on the end of a spring-
shank ¢, secured to the plate, whereby the
strip C is secured in closed position.

In practice, supposing a harness - trace
should part, two of the prongs B would be
passed through each broken end, this being
rendered easy without the use of knife or bor-
ing-tool by reason of the needle-points. The

.prongs are then turned inwardly against the

fabric,their ends passing by each other by rea-
son of their shape, and the strip C is then bent
down and secured in position by the fastening
device ¢, thus holding the prongs closed and
preventing accidental displacement thereof.

‘While I have described my device as ap-
plicable in emergencies to the repair of har-
ness, it will be understood that it may be
used as a machine-belt fastener or as a fas-
tening device for textile fabrics, or, by attach-
ing a button to it, it is adapted for attach-
ment to various parts of garments, being con-
structed of any preferred size, as will be read-
ily understood. A

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The herein described metallic fastener
comprising a base plate, prongs hinged there-
to adapted to pass through the fabrie, a trans-
verse strip secured to one side of said base
plate and adapted to be bent over upon the
surface of the fabric and above the points of
the prongs and means for fastening said strip
in closed position; substantially as described.

2. The herein described metallic fastener
comprising a base plate, needle pointed
prongs hinged to each corner thereof and
adapted to pass through the fabric, a trans-
verse strip hinged to one side and adapted to
bend over against the fabric and above the
points of the needle prongs and a clasp for
holding said hinged strip in closed position;
substantially as described. '

3. The herein described metallic fastener
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comprising a base plate with ears at either In testimony whereof I affix my signature
corner, needle pointed prongs curved as |in presence of two witnesses.
shown and with their shanks riveted to said

ears, a transverse strip hinged to one side of JULIA . MATTINGLY.
5 said plate and having an opening and a spring Witnesses:
clasp provided with a button engaging said HARRY Y. DAVIS,

opening; substantially as deseribed. CHAS. L. STURTEVANT.




