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3 Claims. (C. 2-71) 

This invention relates to garments having a skirt body, 
such as a culotte or a dress, and particularly to a modi 
fied form of skirt body used as a skirt or a dress. 
A culotte is an article of female apparel especially 

devised for general sports use and for that reason not 
suitable for more conventional uses. Attempts to modify 
the appearance of a culotte for conventional uses have 
resulted in a restriction in the freedom of movement of 
the legs of the wearer for sports activities. - 
An object of the present invention is to provide a 

novel garment having a skirt body which is suitable for 
all normal uses of culottes while giving the appearance of 
an ordinary dress or skirt, thereby serving as a dressy 
garment while providing all of the advantages of a culotte 
with the greatest possible freedom of movement for sports 
activities without the need for adjustments to govern the 
amount of freedom between the legs of the garment. 
By using the garment of the invention, a woman is 

permitted the widest range of leg movements and need 
not concern herself with undergarments showing beneath 
the skirt body or with unsightly bundling of the skirt 
or dress while the wearer is seated. 
A more detailed description of the invention follows 

in conjunction with drawings showing the invention ap 
plied to a dress. In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front view of a dress embodying the 

invention, in which the dress has a skirt body in the modi 
fied form of a culotte. The skirt body is partly broken 
away to show the flaps in the interior and front of the 
body as continuations of the crotch which divides the 
skirt into two legs areas, and to show the pleat in the 
rear; 
FIGURE 1a shows the dress of the invention on a 

model with the skirt portion raised to reveal the flaps 
and leg areas of the modified form of skirt body; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear view of the dress of FIGURES 1. 

and 1a and shows the rear pleat and leg areas of the skirt body; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevation, in perspective, of the 

dress of the invention with the skirt body portion broken 
away to show the details of the crotch and the manner 
in which the parts thereof continue to the front to form 
flaps and panels, and also continue to the rear to form 
folds defining the pleat; 
FIGURE 4 is a rear perspective view of the dress 

with the skirt body partly broken away to illustrate in 
greater detail the manner in which the crotch parts con 
tinue to the front of the garment to form flaps and front panels; and 
FIGURE 5 is a side elevation of the dress of the in 

vention on a model, partly broken away to show how the 
skirt body permits the greatest possible freedom of move 
ment of the legs of the wearer without the need for ad 
justable features to govern the amount of freedom be 
tween the leg areas. 
Throughout the figures of the drawing, the same parts 

are represented by the same reference numerals. 
As illustrated, the dress of the invention includes an 

upper body part 10 connected as by stitching to a lower 
skirt body 12. The garment is provided with a zipper 
14 in the front along a vertical medial line and extends 
from the neck encircling part to a point 15 located about 
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- skirt body along vertical seam 21. 

2. 
half-way down the front of the skirt body 12 to enable 
the wearer to get into the garment. 
The dress has a series of outer panels including the 

front panels 16 and 18 which are respectively connected 
to a pair of side panels 20 and 22 by means of vertical 
seams 19 and 21. In turn, the side panels 20 and 22 
are connected to rear panels 24 and 26 by means of 
vertical seams 25 and 27. These panels together form a 
skirt body which is conventional in appearance and is 
continuous circumferentially except for the folds 28 and 
30 in the rear of the garment defining a pleat which is 
split along the rear medial line from the bottom of the 
garment to a point 29. These folds 28 and 30 are con 
tinuations of a novel crotch construction. 
The crotch has a concave shape and is made up of two 

divider parts or subpanels 32 and 34 which are stitched 
together only at their upper concave marginal edges along 
the concave line 33. (Note FIGURES 3 and 4.) As 
shown in FIGURES 3 and 4, each subpanel 32 and 34 
of the crotch is actually made up of two pieces of mate 
rial stitched together end-to-end, as for example 34a and 
34b stitched together along line 35. An important aspect 
of the invention is that the divider parts 32 and 34 con 
tinue to the front of the garment and turned outwardly 
as shown to form flaps 36 and 38 respectively positioned 
beneath the front panels 18 and 16. One side edge of 
flap 36 is free from attachment to the bottom of the flap 
to a point 39 where it is stitched to the underside of the 

The corresponding 
side edge of flap 38 is also free from the bottom of the 
flap to a point 40 where it is stitched to the underside 
of the skirt body along vertical seam. 19. The flaps con 
stitute integral parts of subpanels 42 and 44 (note FIG 
URE 4) positioned beneath outer panels 16 and 18 and 
which extend clear up to the waist encircling band. The 
divider parts 32 and 34 of the novel crotch construction 
also continue to the rear to form folds 28 and 30 re 
spectively of the pleat which is split along the rear ver 
tical medial line. (Note FIGURES 2, 3 and 5.) The 
stitched-together upper marginal edge 33 of the crotch 
divider parts 32 and 34 terminates in the front of the 
skirt body along the vertical medial line at a point adja 
cent to the lower end of zipper 14, and terminates in 
the rear of the skirt body along the rear vertical medial 
line adjacent to point 29 constituting the start of the pleat. 
The crotch construction of the garment of the inven 

tion thus divides the skirt body into leg areas which en 
ables the greatest possible freedom of movement of the 
legs without any restriction and without any need for ad 
justable features, such as Zippers, to govern the amount 
of freedom between the legs of the skirt body. 
The invention provides a conventionally appearing skirt 

body useful for dressy occasions which has the advan 
tage, among others, of being useful for sport activities 
without introducing any restriction in the widest freedom 
of movement of the legs of the wearer. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A garment comprising an outer skirt body having 

a waist encircling part, a crotch within said outer skirt 
body connected to the front and rear vertical medial lines 
of said outer skirt body at points above the bottom of 
said body of dividing said skirt portion into two interior 
ly located leg areas, said crotch including two parts 
Stitched along their upper marginal edges continuing to 
the front of the garment. and turned outwardly to form 
flaps beneath said outer skirt body, said parts continuing 
to the rear of the garment and each part being attached 
thereto along an adjacent portion thereof to form folds 
defining a pleat in said outer skirt body, said pleat being 
split along the rear vertical medial line from the bottom 
of the garment to said point above said bottom, a portion 
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of said flaps along the bottom thereof being free from 
attachment to the bottom of said outer skirt body to en 
able maximum freedom of movement of the legs of the 
wearer, the remaining portion of each flap above said con 
necting point being stitched to the interior of said outer 
skirt body at a point above the bottom of said outer 
body and having a length extending to the waist encircling 
part of said body whereby the continuation of each said 
flap forms an interior panel beneath said outer skirt body 
in the front of said garment. 

2. A garment as defined in claim 1, wherein each of 
said two parts of said crotch is made up of a front part 
and a rear part stitched together end-to-end at a location 
intermediate the ends of said crotch, said crotch having 
a concave upper margin. 

3. A garment according to claim 1, characterized in 
that said garment is a dress having an upper body stitched 
to said skirt body, said upper body having a neck en 
circling part, a zipper in the front of said garment ex 
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4. 
tending from said neck encircling part to a point inter 
mediate the top and bottom of the skirt body, the upper 
margin of said crotch terminating at its front end at a 
point adjacent the bottom end of said Zipper and ter 
minating at its rear end at a point adjacent the closed 
end of said pleat. 
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