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This invention relates to clips adapted to at-
tach miniature candelabra and intermediate
electric lamp sockets to the branches of Christ-

~mas trees, or to other articles which one may
wish to decorate or illumine.

The object of my invention is to provide a

simple and inexpensive clip, which performs its

function efficiently, and which is of such con-
struction that it may be made by punch press
or multi-slide machine operation from a single
blank of sheet metal. .

In the accompanying drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my improved
clip, showing it attached to a Christmas tree
branch and holding an electric lamp socket;

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the clip;

Figure 3 is a sectional view, taken on the plane
of the line 3—3, as indicated in Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a plan view; and

Figure 5 is a sectional view, taken on the plane
of the line 5-—-5, as indicated in Figure 2.

The clip is formed of a blank of light-weight
spring metal and it comprises essentially a body,
spring arms for receiving the lamp socket, and
a spring tongue adapted to be actuated manually
and to funetion as jaw member in cooperation
with the body as will be seen presently.

The body 6 is of general L-shape, comprising
the vertical member 8 and the more-or-less
horizontal member i1, {2 extending outwardly
from the crotch {1. The portion 12 is bent down-
wardly from the portion 1 at 18.

The upright member 8 of the body has a spring
arm 1, on each side, shaped to embrace the lamp
socket 9, each of these spring arms being pro-
vided with a tab 10 for the purpose of better
securing the socket 9 in place.

A lengthwise tongue is stamped from the body
6, by a U-shaped cut, so that it will, in effect, be
spring-hinged near the outer end of the out-
wardly extending member of the body, as indi-
cated by the dot-and-dash 16.. This tongue is
L-shaped, comprising the lower portion 15 and
the portion {4 bent upwardly at 13. ‘The portion
{4 is provided with teeth 20 for cooperation with
the teeth 21 formed on the upright member 8 of
the body 6, said teeth cooperating to clamp the
clip to the tree branch 19,
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Normally, these parts occupy the position
shown in full lines in Figure 3. As indicated in
that figure, the parts are manipulated manually
so that the tongue is swung back into the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines, thus to receive the
tree branch. TUpon release, the inherent tension
in the structure will tend tightly to clamp the
tree branch between the body and the tongue
as indicated in Figure 1.

I claim: :

A lamp socket holder comprising, in a single
piece of spring metal, a first vertically-positioned
member, said member being bent intermediate
its ends to an obtuse angle to form an outwardly
but downwardly directed second member, said
second member being bent to an obtuse angle in
the opposite direction from the aforesaid bend-
ing to form an outwardly and downwardly pro-
jecting third member, horizontal arms at the
upper end of said first member to receive a lamp
socket, and a tongue integral at its base with the
outer end of said third member, said tongue be-
ing substantially L-shaped and having the verti-
cal leg thereof normally disposed to lie in the
plane of said first member and the other leg
thereof ‘disposed to lie outside the planes of all
of said first, second, and third members, said
tongue flexing at its base and adapted to clamp-
ingly coact with said first member.

JAMES L. WARD.
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