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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Ferpmwanp TOUX, a
citizen of the United States, residing in
Wyomissing, near Reading, in the county of
Berks and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Lacing-Tips, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to shoe and corset
lacings and particularly to those provided
with sheet-metal stiffeners forming  cover-
ing-tips on the fabric. These sheet-metal
tips are interrolled with the end portions of
the lacing fabric so as to form either a
straight or tapered covering, and are adapted
to grip the inclosed fabric so as to perma-
nently secure them thereto.

The object of my invention is to provide a
fabric-covering stiffener having distinguish-
ing lettering; and to adapt such lettering to
serve as a gripping means for firmly securing
the stiffener to the fabric, and provide a pre-
liminary roll in the letter impressed portion
of the blank, whereby the symmetrical for~
mation of the finished tip will be facilitated
and the stiffening effect of the metal cover-
ing increased.

The invention is fully described in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing and is
specifically pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 shows a finished lacing tip em-
bodying my invention. TFig. 2 shows the
finished stiffening blank ready to be inter-

. rolled with an end portion of the lacing fah-
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ric to form the finished lacing tip. Fig. 3
is a cross-section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1;
and Tigs. 4 and 5 are similar cross-sections
indicating letter impressions of modified
character.

The stiffening blank A for forming the lac-
ing tip is stamped from suitable sheet-metal
or equiivalent material; the size of the blank
as shown being adapted to properly inclose
the interrolled end portion 0¥ the lacing fab-
ric in tapering cylindrical form. By means
of suitable dies provided in the stamping
press, letter-impressions a are formed in the
sheet-metal blank. These impressions, as
indicated, consist of a series of letters ar-
ranged in a line extending lengthwise of the
finished tip so as to form-a distinguishing
name; the successive letters being gradually
reduced in height toward the smaller end of
the finished tip as shown, The letter-im-~
pressing dies are so formed as to simultane-
ously impart to the letter-impressed portion

of the blank, as indicated in Fig. 2, alateral
curvature corresponding with the desired roll
of the finished tip, thereby positively giving
practically the finished form to such portion
of the blank, independently of the subse-

vent rolling-up operation of the blank with
the fabrie, so as to greatly facilitate such op-
eration and avoid distortion of the stamnped
impressions; while at the same time the
strength and rigidity of the tip is greatly in-
creased by the impressing and curving of the
blank. The letter-impressions are adapted,
as indicated, to serve the further purpose of
gripping the fabric d so as to permanently
secure thereto the interrolled covering-tip,
the fabric being pressed into engagement
therewith in the rolling-up operation. As
shown the metal depressed by the letter-
forming dies is cut so as to provide a more
positive gripping action, while at the same
time permitting the fabric to show through
the metal covering and thereby accentuate
the exposed lettering.

Additional gripping means, as 11)\1nctures b
or edge-teeth ¢, may be provided on the
blank il desired, but such means are prefer-
ably not exposed in the {inished tip as are the
letter-impressions.

Instead of pressing the metal inward in
forming the letter impressions, as shown in
Tig. 3, the letter-metal may be pressed out-
ward, as indicated in Fig. 4, the fabric d be-
ing pressed outward into such depressions to
engage the same; or the metal may be cut
away as indicated in Fig. 5, the fabric d being
naturally pressed into engagement with the
openings t{)ms formed in the metal.

What I claim is:—

1. A tipping blank for lacings stamped
from sheet-metal and formed with letter-im-
pressions adapted to grip the interrolled lac-
ing fabric.

2. A tipping blank for lacings stamped
from sheet-metal and formed with letter-im-
pressions, the letter-impressed portion of the
blank being curved to conform with the roll
of the applied tip.

3. A ‘tapering-tip blank for lacings
stamped from sheet-metal and formed with a
series of letter-impressions of decreasing
width and adapted to grip the interrolled
lacing fabric.

4. A tapering-tip blank for lacings
stamped from shect-metal and formed with a
series of letter - impressions of decreasing
width, the letter-impressed portion of the
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blank being curved to conform with the ta-
pering roll of the applied tip.

5. A lacing having a covering-tip formed
from a shect-metal blank having letter im-
pressions, said hlank being interrolled with
the lacing fabric and gripping the latter by
means of said letter impressions.

6. A lacing having a tapered covering-tip
formed from a sheet-metal blank provided
with & series of letter impressions of decreas-
ing width, said blank being interrolled with
the lacing fabric and gripping the latter by
means of said letter impressions.

7. A lacing having a tapered covering-tip
formed from a sheet-metal blank having a
series of letter impressions of decreasing
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width, the letter-impressed portion of said
blank being curved to conform with the ta-
pering roll of the finished tip, and the blank
mterrolled with the lacing fabric.

8. A lacing having a covering-tip formed
from a sheet-metal blank proviﬁed with let-
ter-impressions and additional fabric-grip-
ping means, said blank being interrolled with
the lacing fabric so as to expose the latter-
impressions only.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature,
in the presence of two witnesses.

FERDINAND THUN.

Witnesses:

D. M. STEWART,
W. G. STEWART.
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