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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

EDWARD N. G. CHILDS, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO.

IMPROVEMENT IN SOFA-BEDS. .

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 129,528, dated July 16, 1872.

Specification of an Improved Folding Bed-
Sofa, invented by EDWARD N. G. CHILDS, of
Cincinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio.

Nature and Objects of the Invention.

My invention relates to a mew and useful

construction of sofacapable of being converted
into a bedstead, as hereinafter explained.

General Description.

Figure 1 shows my piece of furniture in con-
dition as a sofa. Tig. 2 is a partially-section-
ized elevation, showing the same in the act of
being opened out. Fig.3 represents the same
opened fully out so as to take the form of a
bedstead. Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are sections of
parts hereinafter described. .

A A’ are the end pieces of my base or stand,
connected by a rectangular frame, B, and sup-
ported on legs C. The arms D are hinged to
the front of the stand at E, and are secared
in their erect position by pins F that are in-
serted in orifices G in said arms, and into

_orifices H in tongues I, which, rising from the
stand, enter sockets Jin the under sides of the
said arms. The end pieces of my said stand
are provided on their inner sides with two
tongues, K, which, occupying grooves [ in the
ends of the frame of a mattress which con-
stitutes the lower member L of my sofa-seat,
hold the same in proper position, yet permit
it to be slid out or in. Hinged to the rear
edge of mattress L is the upper member M of
my sofa-seat. From the front edge of the
member M depends a verge-board, N, having
a tongue, O, which, in the closed condition of
the article, occupies a socket, P, in the front
rail B of my stand. This tongue may be made
of spring steel or brass in the form of a catch,
as represented, so as to engage under a lip or
projection in'said socket, and be liberated by
pressing on a knob, which may have the ex-
ternal aspect of an ornamental boss, of wood
or other material. The wedge O may be given
a bulging or any other ornamental form, and
may depend sufficiently to screen the bag from
view. The back R is secured, by pivots S, to
the rear posts D’ of the arms, and when opened
out assumes the horizontal position, so as, in
conjunction with the unfolded mattress L' M,
to constitute a bed whose longitudinal exten-
sion is fore and aft or across the width instead

of length of sofa-stand., The mattress is held
in its horizontal position by dowels T that en-
ter sockets U in the mattress L by ears V,
which rest upon the stand, and by legs W,
which, being hinged to slotted slides X, are
capable of being drawn out and dropped down,
as represented; and these legs, in the closed
condition of the article, are capable of being
folded out of sight, as shown in Fig.1; and
in said closed condition the ears V, resting
against the rear legs, serve to hold the back
toits proper angle. Depending from the edges
of the frame B is a bag, Y, having a wooden
bottom, Z. This bag may be of capacity suffi-
cient to hold all the necessary bedding, and
when. not required for this purpose, or even
after receiving its charge of bedding, if not
very bulky, may be held to an elevated posi-
tion by means of buttons a, or other means,
80 as to be placed wholly out of view.

Operation.

My article is converted from the sofa form
to that of a bedstead by the following process:
The pins F being withdrawn, the knee of the
operator is pressed against the seat, and at
the same time the back lifted and drawn over
to the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and its

outer extremity (foot of the bed)is supported

by the legs, which are drawn out and dropped
down for that purpose, the ears at the same
instant coming to rest upon the now inverted
arms. The bed-clothing having been removed
from the bag Y, the now unfolded seat is then
pushed forward so as to engage the dowels
K, and the pins being reinserted in the tongues
serve to support the upper end or head of the
mattress (formed by the now inverted member
M) at any desired angle, or in the horizontal
position, if preferred, by the insertion of the
pins into the proper one of a series of orifices,
¢, in said member.

The article is converted from its bedstead
to its sofa condition by a process the precise
reverse of that just deseribed. The bed, ex-
tending in length transversely of the sofa, en-
ables a comparatively small sofa to be avail-
able for a given-sized bed. C

Clatms.

I claim-—
1. The convertible sofa - bed having the
hinged and reversible arms D, which serve,
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in conjunction with the sliding and unfolding
legs W, ears V, and dowels K, to support the
inverted back R, in the described combination
with the sliding and unfolding seat L M and
supporting-pins F, for the purpose set forth.

2. The verge N, constituting an ornamental
front to the stand in the closed and head-board
in the open condition of the article.

3. In the described combination with the
elements of the preceding clause, I claim the

catch O on the verge and socket P in the stand.

4. The suspended bag Y Z, capable of being
fastened to its upper position by means of but-
tons @ or their equivalents, as designated.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto

set my hand.
E N G CHILDS.

Attest:
Geo. H. KNIGHT,
JAMES H. LAYMAN.




