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Application filed November 8, 1923. Serial No. 678,566, 
To all whom it may Concern. 
Beit known that I, JoFINA. SEEHOLZER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Detroit, in the county of Wayne and State 
of Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Door Latches, of 
which the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to door latches, and 
has as one of its objects to provide a latch 
which will be practically concealed when the 
door is closed and which will securely hold 
the door in closed position and yet pelimit 
of it being readily opened and again closed. 
... Another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a door latch so, constructed that it will 
be unnecessary to turn any knob, handle, 
or other operating devices or otherwise ac 
tuate the same, for the purpose of releasing 
the latch, it being only necessary to push or 
pull upon the door to open the same, and the 
latch being automatic in its action to latch 
the door upon reclosing thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a door latch which may be manufac 
Stured at a very low, cost, and which will be 
simple and durable in construction and not 
liable to any disarrangement or improper 
functioning of its parts. - 

construct the latch that if desired it may 
of the door to closed position so that it will 
be unnecessary to employ the usual sto 
means for arresting the movement of the 

... door toward closed 
position is reached. . . . . . . . . . . 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of or 

of the latch embodying the invention 
mounted upon a door and door frame; 

Figure. 2 is a detailplan view of the latch, 
the door and frame being shown insection: 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2. 
illustrating a slight modification of the in 
vention; . . . . . . 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2 
illustrating a further modification of the in 
vention; -- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 2 
illustrating a further modification of the in 
vention; . . . . . . . . . . . . 

position, at the time such 

one form 

Figure 6 is a similar view illustrating a 
still further modification. 
The latch embodying the invention com 

prises a latch member which is indicated in 
general by the numeral 1, and a keeper 
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member indicated in general by the numeral 
2. The latch member is adapted to be se 
cured to the free edge of the door and com 
prises a plate one end of which constitutes 
an attaching portion indicated by the nu 
meral 3, this portion being provided with 
openings to receive securing screws 4 which 
are threaded into the said free edge of the 
door, the edge of the door being preferably 
recessed so as to receive the attaching por 
tion with its outwardly presented side flush 
with the edge face of the door as clearly illustrated in Figure 2 of the drawings. 
Preferably the attaching portion 3 is of 
Such length that it will terminate short of 
the outer face of the door and for this rea 
son the latch will be invisible from without. 
The plate comprising the latch member 1 
has a portion 5 which extends beyond the 
attaching portion 3 and which has its free 
end turned back upon itself as at 6 so as to 
provide a latch head 7, the free edge of this 

. . . . . . . . . . . . portion preferably contacting the face of the 

... Another object of the invention is to so. portion 5 of the latch member. The head 7 
- - - - of the latch is therefore of a more or less 

constitute means for limiting the movement closed elliptical form and exteriorly it is, 

a plate, one end portion of which consti 
tutes an attaching portion indicated by the 
numeral 8 and which portion is provided 
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of course, rounded in a transverse direction. Op. The keeper member 2, likewise comprises 
bead upon the door frame or any other 

with openings for the passage of screws 9. 
- whereby it is secured to the side of the door 
frame, the door frame being preferably re 
cessed to receive the attaching portion of 

side of the door frame. The portion of the plate beyond the attaching portion 8 is de 
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: the keeper member with its outwardly pre 
Sented face flush with the face of the said 

9. 

flected outwardly, as indicated by the nu 
meral 10 so as to provide arounded shoulder 
11, and beyond this shoulder the plate is 
bent, upon itself to provide a substantially 
open socket 12 interiorly of a contour to 
snugly receive, the head of the latch mem 
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ber 1, the free end of the plate being de 
flected laterally outwardly with respect to 



2 
and at a point substantially opposite the 
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shoulder 11, on a curved line as indicated by 
the numeral 13 so as to provide a locking 
shoulder behind which the locking head 7 
may engage when the door is closed and the 
latch parts 1 and 2 are brought into co 
acting relation. . . . 
By reference to the drawings and from 

the foregoing description it will now be 
understood that when the door is swung 
to closed position, the head 7 of of the latch 
member 1 will ride against the shoulder 11 
of the keeper member 2 and be directed into 
the socket 12 of the said keeper member 
until the head 7 seats behind the shoulder 
13 whereupon the parts will be interlocked 
as shown in Figure 2. The parts 1 and 2. 
are, of course, of resilient metal and it will 
be evident that they will be securely held 
interlocked until pressure is exerted or a 
pull exerted upon the door sufficient to effect 
their mutual disengagement whereupon the 
door may be swung to open position. It 
will likewise be understood that the throat 
of the socket 12 as defined by the space be 
tween the shoulder 10 and the shoulder 13 
is, in the separated relationship of the parts, 
of a width less than the transverse dimen 
sion of the head 7 of the latch member 1 so that the said head 7 will be firmly gripped 
by the walls of the socket 12 when the parts 
are interlocked. It will also be observed 
that inasmuch as the latch head 7 first rides 
over the rounded shoulder 11 before enter 
ing the socket 12 of the keeper member 2, 
the closing movement of the door will be 
retarded or arrested sufficiently to prevent 
any injury to the latch part in the event 
the door is forcibly closed. Furthermore, 
upon engagement of the head of the latch 
member in the socket member 12, the closing 
movement of the door will be arrested and 
there is therefore no necessity for providing 
the usual stop strip upon the door frame, although such strips may be employed if 
desired. ... . . . . . . . . . . 

In the form of the invention shown in 
Figure 3 of the drawings, the latch head 
which, in this form, is indicated by the 
numeral 14, is not entirely closed but is, on 
the other hand, left slightly open as indi 
cated by the numeral 15 so that the head in 
itself possesses a degree or resiliency and is 
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more or less compressible. Likewise in this tic 
date the form of the invention the bend correspond 

ing to the bend 13 in the keeper member 2 
and indicated by the numeral 16, is more 
acute. In this construction the head of the 
latch member will be held more securely 
although no difficulty will be experienced in 
closing or opening the door due to the fact 
that the said, head, being open, is more or 
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less compressible. : 
The form of the invention shown in Fig 

tire 4 of the drawings is identical with the 

ber and a keeper member, said latch member 
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form shown in Figure 3 except that the bend 
corresponding to the bend 16 in the said 
form shown in Figure 3 and which bend in 
Figure 4 is indicated by the numeral 17, is 
more or less rounded so as to provide a - 7) 

rounded shoulder substantially like the 
... shoulder shown in Figure 2 and indicated by 

the numeral 13. In this form of the inven 
tion the head of the latch member, indicated 
by the numeral 18, is open and of substan 
tially the same rounded contour as the head 
14 of the latch member shown in Fig. 3. It 
will be evident at this point that the latch 
and keeper members shown in Figs. 2, 3 
and 4 may be interchanged and employed 80 
in connection with each other or some one of 
the three forms may be adapted to the 
exclusion of the other two. The principal 
of the invention remaining the same how 
ever in all three embodiments. . . . . . . . 

In that form of the invention shown in 
Figure 5 of the drawing, the latch member . 
is indicated by the numeral 19, and the 
keeper member by the numeral 20. The co 
acting parts of these members are substan 
tially identical with the coacting parts of 
the corresponding members in the previously 
described forms of the invention but in this 
instance each member 19 and 20 is provided 
at the inner end of its shank portion with 
a right angularly turned attaching base in 
dicated by the numeral 21, the members 
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being designed to be secured to the door and 
its frame in the manner-clearly illustrated 
in the said figure. . . . . . . . 

In the form of the invention shown in 
Figure 6 of the drawings the latch and - 
keeper members are indicated respectively 
by the numerals 22 and 23, and their coact 
ing portions are, as in the previously de 
scribed form of the invention, of substan 
tially the same corresponding construction. 
This form is, however, designed primarily 
for use upon doors and door frames where 
the frame is provided with a stop piece or 
strip for the door, indicated by the numeral 
24. In this embodiment the shank portion 
of each of the members is formed with a 
right angularly turned bend 25 and with 
an attaching portion 26 located at right 
angles to the bend 25, the outer end of the 
shank portion of each member being offset 
laterally with respect to the attaching por 
tion so as to adapt the members to accommo 

piece 24, as clearly shown in the 
said figure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: . . . . . 
A closure fastener comprising a latchmem 

being adapted to be secured to a closure and 
extend from the inner face thereof and hav 
ing its free end is provided with a head 
rounded longitudinally of the latch, and 
said keeper being formed from a strip of 
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resilient material bent intermediate its 
length to provide an attaching portion and 
an offset portion, said offset portion being 
bent back upon itself intermediate its length 

5 to provide a U-shaped socket having converg 
ing inner and outer gripping arms terminat 
ing in flaring end portions, said flaring end 

portions serving to guide the head of said 
latch member into said socket when the 
closure is shut and said arms being adapted 10 
to frictionally grip the head and yieldably 
retain the head in the socket. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

JOHN A. SEEHOLZER. (L. s. 


