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1 :

This invention relates to indicating devices,
more particularly adapted to be used in connec-
tion with indexes of the overlapping card type,
commonly known as visible index card systems.

An object of this invention is to provide-a
device which may cooperate with a tray of over-
lapping cards for readily indicating and facili-
tate the following of a pre-selected continuity of
entries on the cards.

Another object of this device is to provide a
simple attachment for a tray of record cards
whereby one may be guided in obtaining a pre-
determined series of entries from the cards.

Still ancther object of this device is to provide
an indicator which not only may be readily
attached and removed from a tray of record
cards but which can be easily shifted to desired
locations and yet be substantially held. in the
shifted location regardless of the position of the
tray. ]

Another object of this invention is to provide
an economical indicating unit as an accessory for
use in obtaining a pre-selected continuity of in-
formation from a visible index card system.,

Other objects and advantages of this invention
relating to the arrangement, operation and func-
tion of the related elements of the structure, to
various details of construction, to combinations
of parts and to economies of manufacture, will
be apparent to those skilled in the art upon con-
sideration of the following description and ap-
pended claims, reference being had to the accom-
panying -drawings forming a part of this specifi-
cation wherein like reference characters desig-
nate corresponding parts in the several views.

Referring to the drawings: .

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary front elevation of a
visible index card system and mounting tray hav-
ing the device of the invention herein attached
thereto; .

Fig. 2 is a section on the line ITI--II, Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a section on the line III--III, Fig. 2,
unattached to a tray;

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, showing an
alternative method of frictionally holding the
slide in a predetermined position; and

Fig. 5 is a rear view of the slide of Fig. 4.

Heretofore a copyist has encountered difficul-
ties in accurately following a pre-selected con-
tinuity of entries to be taken from a series of
overlapping cards as in the visible index type of
systems. Loose straight-edges easily become mis-
placed and cannot be used when the tray is
placed in a tilted or vertical position. The in-
vention herein solves the problems in this pro-
cedure. .

Tray 10 is provided with sides 12 and has a
series of overlapping cards {4 mounted therein,
which cards carry any desired system of record
thereon. As an example, the cards herein shown
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indicate quantities of merchandise units to be
supplied different customers from month to
month., Hence the cards have customer identi-
fication notations {6, monthly columns (8, and
ration’ entries 29. In this example, the total
amount of units supplied all customers for any
one month can be readily followed by a device of
the invention herein.

Strip 22, preferably of thin, somewhat flexible
sheet metal, forms a bridge spanning the tray 19,
and has terminal spring offsets 24 for resiliently
engaging the tray sides {2. These offsets may
terminate in finish arcs 26. These offsets suf-
ficiently grip the sides to hold the bridge in any
predetermined position yet allow ready manual
shifting of such bridge along the tray.

The bridge is provided with indicia 28 which
collaborates with or is in program association
with the indicia on the cards in forming a pro-
gram and is herein shown as-having the months
identified and registering with the month columns
on the cards.

A slide is provided for shifting along the bridge
and comprises a plate 38 having one end turned
upon itself to form a lip 32 embracing one edge of
the bridge and the opposite end of the plate being
configured to provide a pair of spaced tabs or
signal members 34 extending beyend the bridge
with the portion of the plate therebetween bent
upon itself to form a hook providing a pointer or
indicator 36 extending over the bridge to cooper-
ate with the indicia in determining placement
of the slide. -
" As the pointer is moved into location adjacent
any one month, the tabs 34 will frame and isolate
the corresponding column. just above the bridge
and any entry therein will appear in the space
38 between the signals or tabs clearly exposing
the same and masking sufficient adjacent area
that such notation is conspicuous. As the bridge
is moved along the tray all other entries in the
same column are clearly pointed otit.

While the turned-over lip 82 and indicator 38
may provide sufficient grip of the bridge to pre-
vent self-misplacement of the slide, means may
be provided to assure against any such slippage
when the instrument is in use. To this end,
the bridge may have a protuberance 40 for each
station and the indicator 36 provided with a de-
tent 42 to engage the protuberance at a selected
position. The plate 39 may also be provided with
an inwardly embossed rib 44 as a spring contact
against the underside of the bridge which also
may resist self-shifting of the slide.

It is to be understood that the akove detailed
description of the present invention is intended
to disclose an embodiment thereof to those skilled
in the art, but that the invention is not to be
construed as limited in its application to the de-
tails of construction and arrangement of parts
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illustrated in the accompanying drawings, since
the invention is capable of being practiced and
carried out in various ways without departing
from the-spirit’ of the invention. 'The language
used in the specification relating to the opera-
tion and function of the elements of the inven-
tion is employed for purposes of description and
not of limitation, and it is not intended to limit
the scope of the following claims beyond the re-
guirements of the prior art, )

What is claimed and it is desired to secure by-

United States Letters Patent:

1. In an indexing device, a tray having par-
allel side members to form a mounting means; a
series of identical lined cards hingedly mounted
in the tray between the side:members: thereofl in
overlapping relation. o expose. a predeterinined
porilon of the lower edge, said cards carrying a
predetermined indexing system therson, a bridge

member spanning the tray in parallel relation-

with the lower edges of the cards having de-

pending spring offsets cooperating with the fray

sides to form a frictional engagement therewith
to aliow manual positioning of the bridgs member
with reference to the cards, a slide on the bridge
member having infersngaging. portions. to: form
a frictional sliding relation therewith suitable for
manual manipulation,
having an association with the index-system on
the cards, an indicating bracket on the slide:-to
isolate the noiation desired in the. indexing sys-
tenr on the cards, and detent means to hold the
slide on the bridge in predetermined’ position

with relation to the indicia thereon, whereby the
bridge may: be moved manually along the tray s
to cooperate with each of the cards in seriatim

to isclate the desirasd notation thereon.

2. In an indexing device, a tray having par-
allel side members to form a mounting means, a
series of cards mounted in overlappinhg. relation

indicia on the. bridze-
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in between the sides of the tray, said cards car-
rying a predetermined indexing system thereon,
a bridge member spanning the tray in parallel
relation: with the lower edges of the cards hav-
ing depending spring offsets cooperating with the
tray sides to form a frictional engagement there-
with to allow manual positioning of the bridge
member with reference to the cards, a slide on
the bridge member having interengaging por-
tions to-form  a frictional sliding relation there-
with suitable for manual manipulation, indicia
on: the: bridge having an association with the
index system on the cards, an indicating bracket
on the-slide to isolate the notation desired in the
indexing system on the cards, and detent means
to hold the:slide on the bridge in predetermined
position' with- relation to' the indicia thereon;
whereby the: bridge may be moved. manually
along the tray- to' cooperate with: each.cf tha
cards:in seriatim to isolate the desired notation
thereon:
RALPH M. BROKAW.
DONALD A. GETZ.
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