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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FRANCIS J. FRENCH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Miles Grove, in the county of Erie and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Clothes-Clamp, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in clothes-clamps; and the object isto provide
in connection with a flexible clothes line or
rope a simple, inexpensive, and efficient
clothes-fastener which isshaped in such man-
ner as to automatically grip the clothes-line
for preventing the longitudinal movement of
the fastening device and which may be read-
ily moved by hand to any desired pointon the
line, the said device being also constructed
in such manner as to materially increase its
utility and adapt the same to support at one
and the same time several articles of clothing.

With the above object in view the inven-
tion consists in certain novel features and de-
tailsof construction and arrangement of parts,
as hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the drawings, and finally embodied in the
claims,.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the improved clothes-
fastening device. Fig. 2 illustrates the ap-
plication and use of the invention.

Similarnumerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in both figures of the draw-
ings. ,

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates the improved clothes-holding de-
vice, which is intended to take the place of
the ordinary wooden eclothes-pin in common
use.

The improved device is composed, prefer-
ably, of a single section or blank of spring-
wire which has been galvanized so as to adapt
thesame to all kinds of weather and to prevent
thesamefrom rustingandinjuring the clothes
held thereby.

The device isformed asfollows: The blank
is bent at its central portion or recurved upon
itself to form a central spring-loop 2, which
normally depends from the clothes-line. The
terminals of the blank are now bent re-
versely over and extended in opposite direc-
tions downwardly and divergently, and after

being extended, preferably below the plane
of the lower end of the central loop 2, the
terminals of the blank are again recurved
upon themselves to form opposing spring-
loops 3, which diverge downwardly. The

terminals of the blank are now made upwardly -

divergent, as indicated at 4, then bent as at
5, and extended in substantially horizontal
relation inward toward each other ashort dis-
tance, where they are reversely bent, asat 6,
and continued upwardly and caused to di-
verge, the extremities of the terminals being
formed with one or more coils 7, which have
an approximately horizontal disposition, or
which, in other words, are so deflected that
they will bend or erimp the flexible clothes-
line where the latter passes through them.
A spiral tension-spring 8 is introduced be-
tween the terminals of the fastening device
abovedescribed and has its extremitieslooped
around such terminals at the points where
the bends 6 occur, the said spring serving by
its tension to insure the proper degree of
pressure between the parallel portions of the
diverging and intermediate loops 2 and 3.
The bends 6 or offsets are also adapted to re-
ceive and form finger-holds for the thamb and
forefinger of the attendant, whereby the lat-
ter is enabled to press the coiled terminals of
the device together for the purpose of reliev-
ing their grip upon the clothes-line, (shown
at9,) after which the clothes-fastening device
may be moved freely longitudinally of the
line. Upon releasing the spring terminals
of the device the looped or coiled extremities
thereof will spring apart and automatically
engage and grip the clothes-line.

10 designates a rope-grip which is also
formed, preferably, of galvanized spring-wire,
the same being bent at approximately a cen-
tral point and recurved upon itself to form a
spring-loop 11 and provided at each extremity
with a coil or eye 12. The clothes-line is
threaded through one of said coils or eyes and
tied therein, as shown, the end of the line be-
ing extended sufficiently beyond the said
gripping device to enable the same to be
passed through a ring or around a fence-post
or other convenient point, and after the rope

has been so engaged with the post or ring or.

other object the end of the rope is inserted
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and wedged into the spring-loop 11 and auto-
matically retained therein.

At the opposite end of the line is what may
be called a ‘‘double” rope-grip 13, which is
similar to the one at the other end of the line,
except that it is doubly recurved at its cen-
tral portion to form two reversely-disposed
spring-loops 14. The end of the rope is
passed through a ring attached to the postor
around the post itself or other convenient ob-
jeet and drawn taut, after which the rope at
one side of the post is engaged in one of the
loops 14, and the end of the rope or that por-
tion at the opposite side of the post is passed
through the remaining loop, thus preventing
any possibility of the slipping of the rope and
its becoming loosened from its point of at-
tachment.

EFrom the foregoing description it will be
seen that a very simple and efficient clothes-
line is provided in which the clothes-retain-

ing deviees are constantly engaged with the

line and incapable of being accidentally dis-
connected therefrom and lost. The clothes-
holding device being galvanized prevents all
liability to rust and by reason of the three
spring-loops 2 and 3, formed therein, isadapt-
ed totake the place of three ordinary clothes-
pins, the divergent outside loops being used
for holding larger articles of clothing which
have to be stretched, such as sheets, towels,
&e., and the central loop being adapted for
smaller articles, such ashandkerchiefs, socks,
napkins, &e. The farther down into the
loops the articles or the corners thereof are
jammed the tighter such articles are held, so
that no ordinary wind ean blow the saine out
of engagement with the fasteners, and the
fasteners ecannot work loose and hecome dis-
lodged from the line. While the fasteners

cannot of themselves slip lengthwise of the

line, by manipulating the same with the
hand, as abgve described, they may be read-
ily moved to any desired point on the line for
properly stretching the clothes. Upon re-
leasing a fastener it grips the rope where re-
leased and remains stationary. When not
required for use, the clothes-line can be easily
taken down, folded up, and put away in a
dry place, and the fasteners, being connected
to and strung upon the rope, are always on
hand when wanted.

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrifie-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

ITaving thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. A clothes-clamp comprising a pair of
spring-arms forming a clasping-loop for the
clothing, said arms being provided with ter-
minal eyes disposed obliquely to their respec-
tive arms, and a coiled spring interposed be-
tween said arms with its terminals embracing
said arms, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

2. A combined clothes and line clampcom-
prising ecentral and side diverging clasping-
loops to receive and hold the clothes, and a
pair of spring-arms having their upper por-
tions diverging, thence deflected inwardly,
forming finger-holds, and again bent out-
wardly on diverging lines and terminating in
eyes which receive and crimp the line, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

FRANCIS J. FRENCII.-

Witnesses:

CALVIN J. HINDS,
F. X. LoMMER.
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