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LOAD CONTROL DEVICE FOR A LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE LIGHT SOURCE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/327,198,
filed April 25, 2016.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Light-emitting diode (LED) light sources (such as, for example, LED light engines)
are often used 1n place of or as replacements for conventional incandescent, fluorescent, or halogen
lamps, and the like. LED light sources may comprise a plurality of light-emitting diodes mounted on
a single structure 1n a suitable housing. LED light sources are typically more efficient and provide
longer operational service as compared to incandescent, fluorescent, and halogen lamps. In order to
1lluminate properly, an LED driver 1s typically coupled between an alternating-current (AC) source
and the LED light source for regulating the power supplied to the LED light source. The LED driver
may regulate either the voltage provided to the LED light source to a particular value, the current
supplied to the LED light source to a specific peak current value, or both the current and the voltage.
Examples of LED drivers are described 1n greater detail in commonly-assigned U.S. Patent No.
8,492 987, 1ssued July 23, 2010, and U.S. Patent No. 8,680,787, 1ssued March 25, 2014, both entitled
LOAD CONTROL DEVICE FOR A LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE LIGHT SOURCE, the entire

disclosures of which are hereby incorporated by reference.
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[0003] As the electrical infrastructure changes to accommodate renewable energy sources
(e.g., wind power, photovoltaic solar power, full cells, efc.), 1t 1s likely that there will be a movement
towards DC power distribution as this 1s the native version of generation for many of these
technologies. For example, photovoltaic solar arrays generate DC power and often this 1s directly
stored 1n batteries. From there, power may be provided directly from the batteries, or it may be
inverted to alternating current for use by appliances. With this anticipated move to a DC power
bank, 1t would be desirable to provide power directly as DC power rather than convert 1t to AC
power. Many AC electrical loads actually use DC power to perform their functions, and
traditionally require rectification, and often, active power factor correction (PFC), to make the AC
power useful to the electrical load. However, the rectification and active power factor correction

operations introduce an efficiency loss.

SUMMARY

[0004] As described herein, a load control device for controlling power delivered from a
power source to an electrical load may comprise a power converter configured to generate a bus
voltage across a bus capacitor; a load regulation circuit configured to receive the bus voltage and to
control the power delivered to the electrical load; and a control circuit configured to control the load
regulation circuit to control the power delivered to the electrical load. The control circuit may be
configured to operate in an AC mode when an input voltage 1s an AC voltage, and in a DC mode
when the 1input voltage 1s a DC voltage. The control circuit may be configured to disable the power
converter in the DC mode, for example, when the power required by the load 1s less than a threshold
amount. In addition, the control circuit may be configured to control the power converter circuit to
adjust the magnitude of the bus voltage towards a target bus voltage, and adjust the target bus
voltage as a function of the power required by the load, when the power required by the load 1s
greater than the threshold amount in the DC mode. Additionally, or alternatively, the control circuit

may be configured to reduce the target bus voltage in the DC mode.

[0005] The load control device may comprise a controllable switching circuit electrically
coupled 1n series with the bus capacitor. The control circuit may be configured to render the

controllable switching circuit conductive in the AC mode and non-conductive in the DC mode. The
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control circuit may include a rectifier circuit that includes input terminals and a DC detect circuit.
The rectifier circuit may also include a plurality (e.g., two) controllable switching circuits. The DC
detect circuit may be electrically coupled between the input terminals of the rectifier circuit. The
DC detect circuit may be configured to render the controllable switching circuits of the rectifier
circuit conductive when the voltage across the DC detect circuit 1s a DC voltage (e.g., and render
them non-conductive when the voltage across the DC detect circuit 1s AC voltage). The load control
device may also include a ripple detect circuit (e.g., AC ripple detect circuit) that 1s configured to
recerve a rectified voltage and generate a ripple detect signal that indicates whether AC ripple 1s
present 1n the rectified voltage. The ripple detect circuit may provide the ripple detect signal to the
control circuit, and the control circuit may be configured to determine whether the input voltage 1s

AC voltage or DC voltage based on the ripple detect signal.

[0006] The rectifier circuit may be configured to rectify the input voltage to generate a
rectified voltage when the input voltage 1s an AC voltage, and to pass through the input voltage
when the input voltage 1s a DC voltage. The rectifier circuit may comprise: (1) first and second
input terminals (e.g., AC input terminals); (2) first and second output terminals (e.g., DC output
terminals); (3) a first diode configured to conduct current from the first input terminal to the first
output terminal; (4) a second diode configured to conduct current from the second output terminal to
the second 1nput terminal; (5) a third diode configured to conduct current from the second 1nput
terminal to the first output terminal; (6) a fourth diode configured to conduct current from the second
output terminal to the first input terminal; (7) a first controllable switching circuit (e.g., a MOSFET)
coupled 1n parallel with the first diode; and (8) a second controllable switching circuit (e.g., a
MOSFET) coupled 1n parallel with the second diode. The first and second switching circuits may be
rendered non-conductive when a voltage across the input terminals 1s an AC voltage and rendered
conductive when the voltage across the input terminals 1s a DC voltage. The rectifier circuit may
also comprise a DC detect circuit that may be electrically coupled between the input terminals and
may be configured to render the first and second controllable switching circuits conductive when the

voltage across the DC detect circuit 1s a DC voltage.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] Fig. 1 1s a ssmplified block diagram of an example light-emitting diode (LED) driver
for controlling the intensity of an LED light source.

[0008] Fig. 2 1s an example plot of a target bus voltage as a function of an amount of power

required by an electrical load.
[0009] Fig. 3 1s an example diagram of an AC ripple detect circuit for an LED driver.

[0010] Fig. 4 1s a simplified schematic diagram of an example 1solated, halt-bridge forward

converter and a current sense circuit of an LED driver.

[0011] Fig. 5 1s a ssmplified schematic diagram of an example rectifier circuit.

[0012] Fig. 6 are example wavetorms illustrating the operation of the rectifier circuit of

Fig. 5.

[0013] Fig. 7 1s an example diagram of a DC detect circuit for an LED driver.

[0014] Fig. 8 1s a simplified flowchart of an example control procedure executed by a control

circuit of a load control device (e.g., an LED driver).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] Fig. 1 1s a ssmplified block diagram of a load control device, e.g., a light-emitting
diode (LED) driver 100, for controlling the amount of power delivered to an electrical load, such as
an LED light source 102 (e.g., an LED light engine), and thus the intensity of the electrical load.

The LED light source 102 1s shown as a plurality of LEDs connected 1n series, but may comprise a
single LED, or a plurality of LEDs connected 1n parallel, or a suitable combination thereof,
depending on the particular lighting system. The LED light source 102 may comprise one or more
organic light-emitting diodes (OLEDs). The LED driver 100 may comprise a first input terminal

104 (e.g., a hot terminal) and a second input terminal 106 (e.g., a neutral terminal) that are adapted to

be coupled to a power source (not shown), such as, e.g., an alternating-current (AC) power source, or
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a direct-current (DC) power source. The first and second input terminals 104, 106 may be

configured to recetve an input voltage Vin, e.g., an AC mains input voltage, or a DC 1nput voltage.

[0016] The LED driver 100 may comprise a radio-frequency (RFI) filter circuit 110, a
rectifier circuit 120, a boost converter 130, a load regulation circuit 140, a control circuit 150, a
current sense circuit 160, a memory 170, a communication circuit 172, and/or a power supply 180.
The RFI filter circuit 110 may minimize the noise provided on the AC mains. The rectifier

circuit 120 may be a dynamic rectifier circuit configured to change 1ts operation 1n response to
whether an AC voltage or a DC voltage 1s present at the input terminals 104, 106 (as will be
described 1n greater detail below with reference to Figs. 4 and 5). The rectifier circuit 120 may be
configured to rectify the input voltage Vi~ to generate a rectified voltage Vrect when the input
terminals are connected to an AC power source and an AC voltage 1s present at the input

terminals 104, 106. The rectifier circuit 120 may be configured to pass through the input voltage Vin
(e.g., not rectify the input voltage Vin) when the input terminals are connected to a DC power source

and a DC voltage 1s present at the input terminals 104, 106.

[0017] The boost converter 130 may receive the rectified voltage Vrect and generate a
boosted direct-current (DC) bus voltage Vsus across a bus capacitor Csus (such as, e.g., an
electrolytic capacitor). The boost converter 130 may comprise any suitable power converter circuit
for generating an appropriate bus voltage, such as, for example, a flyback converter, a single-ended
primary-inductor converter (SEPIC), a Cuk converter, or other suitable power converter circuit. The
boost converter 130 may operate as a power factor correction (PFC) circuit to adjust the power factor
of the LED driver 100 towards a power factor of one. The LED driver 100 may comprise an input
capacitor Civ (such as, e.g., a film capacitor) coupled across the input of the boost converter 130.

Examples of LED drivers having boost converters are described in greater detail in commonly-
assigned U.S. Patent No. 8,492 987, 1ssued July 23, 2013, and U.S Patent No. 8,680,787, 1ssued
March 25, 2014, both entitled LOAD CONTROL DEVICE FOR A LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE

LIGHT SOURUCE, the entire disclosures of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

[0018] The load regulation circuit 140 may receive the bus voltage Vsus and control the

amount of power delivered to the LED light source 102, for example, to control the intensity of the
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LED light source 102 between a low-end (i.e., minimum) intensity Lre (e.g., approximately 1-5%)

and a high-end (i.e., maximum) intensity Lue (e.g., approximately 100%). An example of the load
regulation circuit 140 may be an 1solated, half-bridge forward converter. An example of the load
control device (e.g., LED driver 100) comprising a forward converter 1s described 1in greater detail in
commonly-assigned U.S. Patent No. 9,253,829, 1ssued February 2, 20135, entitled LOAD CONTROL
DEVICE FOR A LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE LIGHT SOURCE, the entire disclosure of which 1s
hereby incorporated by reference. The load regulation circuit 140 may comprise, for example, a

buck converter, a linear regulator, or any suitable LED drive circuit for adjusting the intensity of the

LED light source 102.

[0019] The control circuit 150 may be configured to control the operation of the boost
converter 130 and/or the load regulation circuit 140. The control circuit 150 may comprise, for
example, a digital controller or any other suitable processing device, such as, for example, a
microcontroller, a programmable logic device (PLD), a microprocessor, an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), or a field-programmable gate array (FPGA). The control circuit 150 may
generate a bus voltage control signal Vsus-cntL, which may be provided to the boost converter 130
for adjusting the magnitude of the bus voltage Vsus towards a target bus voltage Vsus-targer. The
control circuit 150 may receive a bus voltage feedback control signal Vsus-rs from the boost

converter 130, which may indicate the magnitude of the bus voltage Vsus.

[0020] The control circuit 150 may generate drive control signals Vbri, Vbr2. The drive
control signals Vpri, Vpr2 may be provided to the load regulation circuit 140 for adjusting the
magnitude of a load voltage Vioap generated across the LED light source 102, and/or the magnitude
of a load current ILoap conducted through the LED light source 120, for example, to control the
intensity of the LED light source 120 to a target intensity Ltrgr. The control circuit 150 may adjust
an operating frequency fop and/or a duty cycle DCinv (e.g., an on-time Ton as a percentage of the
period T) of the drive control signals Vpri, Vpr2 to adjust the magnitude of the load voltage Vioap
and/or the load current ILoap. The control circuit 150 may receive a load voltage feedback

signal Vv.Loap generated by the load regulation circuit 140. The load voltage feedback

signal Vv.Loap may indicate the magnitude of the load voltage Vioap.
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[0021] The current sense circuit 160 may receive a sense voltage Vsense generated by the

load regulation circuit 140. The sense voltage Vsense may indicate the magnitude of the load
current ILoap. The current sense circuit 160 may receive a signal-chopper control signal Vcrop from
the control circuit 150. The current sense circuit 160 may generate a load current feedback

signal Vi.Loap, which may be a DC voltage indicating the average magnitude Iave of the load

current ILoap. The control circuit 150 may receive the load current feedback signal Vi.Loap from the
current sense circuit 160 and control the drive control signals Vpri, Vbr2 accordingly. For example,
the control circuit 150 may control the drive control signals Vpri, Vpr2 to adjust a magnitude of the
load current ILoap to a target load current ItrgT to thus control the intensity of the LED light

source 102 to the target intensity LtrgT (€.£., using a control loop). The control circuit 150 may be
configured to determine a load power PLoap presently being consumed by the LED light source 102
using the load voltage feedback signal Vv.Loap and the load current feedback signal Vi.Loap. The
load current ILoap may be the current that 1s conducted through the LED light source 120. The
target load current ItTrgT may be the desired current that the control circuit 150 would 1deally cause

to be conducted through the LED light source 120 (e.g., based at least on the load current feedback

signal VI1.LoAD).

[0022] The control circuit 150 may be coupled to the memory 170. The memory 170 may
store operational characteristics of the LED driver 100 (such as, e.g., the target intensity Ltrar, the

low-end intensity Lig, the high-end intensity Lug, efc.). The communication circuit 172 may be

coupled to, for example, a wired communication link, or a wireless communication link, such as a
radio-frequency (RF) communication link or an infrared (IR) communication link. The control
circuit 150 may be configured to update the target intensity Ltrgt of the LED light source 102
and/or the operational characteristics stored in the memory 170 1n response to digital messages
received via the communication circuit 172. The LED driver 100 may be operable to receive a
phase-control signal from a dimmer switch for determining the target intensity LtrgT for the LED
light source 102. The power supply 180 may receive the rectified voltage Vrect and generate a

direct-current (DC) supply voltage Vcc for powering the circuitry of the LED driver 100.
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[0023] The LED driver 100 may also comprise a ripple detect circuit 190, which may receive

the rectified voltage Vrect and may generate a ripple detect signal Vrip-DET that may indicate
whether AC ripple 1s present in the rectified voltage Vrect (i.e., whether an AC voltage 1s coupled to

the input terminals 104, 106). The control circuit 150 may receive the ripple detect signal Vrip-DET,

and may operate in an AC mode 1f an AC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals 104, 106, or a DC
mode 1f a DC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals. The ripple detect circuit 190 may also be
coupled to receive the input voltage Vin and/or the bus voltage Vsus. The LED driver 100 may also
comprise a controllable switching circuit 192 (e.g., including a MOSFET) electrically coupled 1n
series with the bus capacitor Csus for disconnecting the bus capacitor, as will be described 1n greater

detail below.

[0024] When operating in the AC mode, the control circuit 150 may enable the operation of
the boost converter 130 to generate the bus voltage Vsus across the bus capacitor Csus. The control
circuit 150 may render the controllable switching circuit 192 conductive and may control the
magnitude of the bus voltage Vsus to a maximum magnitude Vsus-max (e.g., approximately

465 volts). The control circuit 150 may also operate the boost converter 130 as a PFC circuit during

the AC mode to adjust the power factor of the LED driver 100 towards a power factor of one.

[0025] When operating in the DC mode, the control circuit 150 may be configured to disable
the operation of the boost converter 130 to reduce power loss 1n the LED driver 100, for example,
due to the power loss 1n the boost converter when enabled. When disabled, the boost converter 130
may pass through the DC voltage from the input terminals 104, 106, and the bus voltage Vsus may
have a minimum magnitude Vsus-min (e.g., approximately 380 volts). When operating in the DC
mode, the control circuit 150 may be configured to enable the boost converter 130 during a startup

routine of the LED driver 100, and disable the boost converter during normal operation.

[0026] The control circuit 150 may render the controllable switching circuit 192 non-
conductive to disconnect the bus capacitor Csus 1in the DC mode because the bus capacitor Csus may
not be required when a DC voltage 1s present at the input terminals 104, 106. The LED driver 100
may also comprise a capacitor CriLm (e. 2., a film capacitor) coupled across the input of the load

regulation circuit 140 for supplying high-frequency current that may be required to circulate through
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the load regulation circuit. Because the bus capacitor Csus may comprise one or more electrolytic
capacitors, disconnecting the bus capacitor Csus may increase the lifetime of the LED driver 100. In
addition, disconnecting the bus capacitor Csus may reduce an inrush current conducted by the LED

driver 100 when power 1s first applied to the input terminals 104, 106.

[0027] The control circuit 150 may also enable the operation of the boost converter 130 1n
the DC mode when the power PLoap required by LED light source 102 exceeds a threshold

amount Pt (e.g., approximately 80%). In addition, the control circuit 150 may also be configured
to control the target bus voltage Vsus-TARGET as a function of the power PLoap required by LED light
source 102, for example, as shown 1n Fig. 2. The control circuit 150 may be configured to adjust the

target bus voltage Vsus-targer linearly between the minimum magnitude Vsus-miv and the maximum

magnitude Vsus-max when the power PLoap required by LED light source 102 1s above the threshold

amount Pty. The control circuit 150 may be configured to control the target bus voltage VBuUS-TARGET

using open loop control, for example, by using a lookup table to determine the target bus

voltage VBUS-TARGET 1n response to the target intensity Ltrgt and/or target load current Itrgr. The
control circuit 150 may also be configured to control the target bus voltage Vsus-tarGeT using closed
loop control, for example, by using the load voltage feedback signal Vv.Loap and the load current
feedback signal Vi.Loap to determine the power PLoap required by LED light source 102. The
control circuit 150 may be configured to learn the target intensity Ltrgt and/or the target load
current ITrgt at which the power PLoap required by LED light source 102 exceeds the threshold

amount Ptu (e.g., during a startup routine).

[0028] The control circuit 150 may be configured to temporarily increase the magnitude of
the bus voltage Vsus during transient events (e.g., when increasing and/or decreasing the target

intensity LtrgT and/or the target load current Itragr).

[0029] Rather than disabling the boost converter 130 1n the DC mode, the control circuit 150
may also scale back the operation of the boost converter (e.g., reduce the target bus

voltage VBusS -TARGET) SO as to reduce losses 1n the boost converter.



CA 03022128 2018-10-24

WO 2017/189619 PCT/US2017/029477

- 10 -

[0030] Fig. 3 1s an example diagram of an AC ripple detect circuit 300 for an LED driver.
The AC ripple detect circuit 300 may be an example of the AC ripple detect circuit 190 of the LED
driver 100 shown 1n Fig. 1. The AC ripple detect circuit 300 may include resistors R310, R312,
capacitor C314, and diodes D316, D318. The AC nipple detect circuit 300 may receive the rectified

voltage Vrect and may generate the ripple detect signal Vrip-pDeET. The control circuit 150 may

recerve the ripple detect signal Vwrip-DET and may determine whether AC voltage or DC voltage 1s
connected to the input terminals (e.g., the input terminals 104, 106). For example, the control circuit
150 may receive the ripple detect signal Vrip-DET and determine whether AC ripple 1s present 1n the

rectified voltage VRecrT.

[0031] If AC voltage 1s present at the input terminals 104, 106, a full-wave rectified voltage
may be present at the resistor R310. The full-wave rectified voltage may be twice the normal line
frequency. The full-wave rectified voltage may be divided via the resistors R310, R312, and the
divided voltage may charge the capacitor C314 and be fed through the diode D318 to generate the
ripple detect signal Vwrie-DET. If DC Vvoltage 1s present at the input terminals 104, 106, the voltage

present at the resistor R310 will not be characterized by a significant AC frequency component. As

such, the capacitor C314 will not charge, resulting 1n the ripple detect signal Vwrie-DET having a lower

value (e.g., O volts) than instances where AC voltage 1s present at the input terminals 104, 106.

Accordingly, the control circuit 150 may receive the ripple detect signal Vwrie-nDET, and may operate 1n

an AC mode 1f an AC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals 104, 106, or a DC mode 1f a DC
voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals. The ripple detect circuit 300 may also be coupled to

recelve the input voltage Vin and/or the bus voltage Vsus.

[0032] Fig. 4 1s a ssmplified schematic diagram of an 1solated, half-bridge forward converter
440 and a current sense circuit 460 of an LED driver (e.g., the LED driver 100 shown 1n Fig. 1). The
forward converter 440 may be an example of the load regulation circuit 140 of the LED driver 100

shown in Fi1g. 1. The current sense circuit 460 may be an example of the current sense circuit 160 of

the LED driver 100 shown 1n Fig. 1.

[0033] The forward converter 440 may comprise a half-bridge inverter circuit having two

field effect transistors (FETs) Q410, Q412 for generating a high-frequency inverter voltage Vinv
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from the bus voltage Vsus. The FETs Q410, Q412 may be rendered conductive and non-conductive
1in response to the drive control signals Vpri, Vbrz. The drive control signals Vbri, Vbr2 may be
recerved from the control circuit 150. The drive control signals Vbri, Vbr2 may be coupled to the
gates of the respective FETs Q410, Q412 via a gate drive circuit 414 (e.g., which may comprise part
number L6382DTR, manufactured by ST Microelectronics). The control circuit 150 may generate
the inverter voltage Vinv at a constant operating frequency foe (e.g., approximately 60-65 kHz) and
thus a constant operating period Tor. However, the operating frequency for may be adjusted under
certain operating conditions. For example, the operating frequency for may be decreased near the

high-end intensity Lue. The control circuit 150 may be configured to adjust a duty cycle DCinv of

the inverter voltage Vinv to control the intensity of an LED light source 402 towards the target
intensity Ltrgt. The control circuit 150 may adjust the duty cycle DCinv of the inverter

voltage Vinv to adjust the magnitude (e.g., the average magnitude Iave) of the load current ILoap

towards the target load current ITrgr. The magnitude of the load current ILoap may vary between a

maximum rated current Imax and a minimum rated current Imin.

[0034] The inverter voltage Vinv may be coupled to the primary winding of a transformer
420 through a DC-blocking capacitor C416 (e.g., which may have a capacitance of approximately
0.047 uF), such that a primary voltage Veri 1s generated across the primary winding. The
transformer 420 may be characterized by a turns ratio nturns (i.e., N1/N2), which may be

approximately 115:29. A sense voltage Vsense may be generated across a sense resistor R422,

which may be coupled 1n series with the primary winding of the transtormer 420. The secondary
winding of the transformer 420 may generate a secondary voltage that may be coupled to the input
terminals of a full-wave diode rectifier bridge 424 for rectifying the secondary voltage generated
across the secondary winding. The positive output terminal of the rectifier bridge 424 may be
coupled to the LED light source 402 through an output energy-storage inductor L.426 (e.g., which
may have an inductance of approximately 10 mH), such that the load voltage VLoap may be

generated across an output capacitor C428 (e.g., which may have a capacitance of approximately

3 uF).
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[0035] The current sense circuit 460 may comprise an averaging circuit for producing the
load current feedback signal Vi.Loap. The averaging circuit may comprise a low-pass filter
comprising a capacitor C430 (e.g., which may have a capacitance of approximately 0.066 uF) and a
resistor R432 (e.g., which may have a resistance of approximately 3.32 kQ). The low-pass filter

may receive the sense voltage Vsense via a resistor R434 (e.g., which may have a resistance of

approximately 1 kQ). The current sense circuit 460 may comprise a transistor Q436 (e.g., a FET as
shown 1n Fig. 4) coupled between the junction of the resistors R432, R434 and circuit common. The
gate of the transistor Q436 may be coupled to circuit common through a resistor R438 (e.g., which
may have a resistance of approximately 22 kQ). The gate of the transistor Q436 may receive the
signal-chopper control signal Vcuop from the control circuit 150. An example of the current sense
circuit 460 may be described 1n greater detail in commonly-assigned No. 9,232,574, 1ssued

January 5, 2016, entitled FORWARD CONVERTER HAVING A PRIMARY-SIDE CURRENT
SENSE CIRCUIT, the entire disclosure of which 1s hereby incorporated by reference.

[0036] Fig. 5 1s a simplified schematic diagram of an example rectifier circuit 500 (e.g., the
rectifier circuit 120 of the LED driver 100 shown in Fig. 1). The rectifier circuit 500 may comprise
first and second input terminals 502, 504 (e.g., AC 1input terminals) and first and second output
terminals 506, 508 (e.g., DC output terminals). The rectifier circuit 500 may comprise a full-wave
rectifier including four diodes 510, 512, 514, 516. The first diode 510 may be electrically coupled
between the first input terminal 502 and the first output terminal 506, and may be configured to
conduct current from the first input terminal 502 to the first output terminal 506. The second diode
512 may be electrically coupled between the second input terminal 504 and the second output
terminal 508, and may be configured to conduct current from the second output terminal 508 to the
second 1nput terminal 504. The third diode 514 may be electrically coupled between the second
input terminal 504 and the first output terminal 506, and may be configured to conduct current from
the second 1input terminal 504 to the first output terminal 506. The fourth diode 516 may be
electrically coupled between the first input terminal 502 and the second output terminal 508, and

may be configured to conduct current from the second output terminal 508 to the first input terminal

502.
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[0037] The rectifier circuit 500 may comprise a first controllable switching circuit 520 (e.g.,
a MOSFET) having main terminals electrically coupled 1n parallel with the first diode 510, and a
second controllable switching circuit 522 (e.g., a MOSFET) having main terminals electrically
coupled 1n parallel with the second diode 512. The first and second diodes 510, 512 may be body
diodes of the first and second controllable switching circuits 520, 522, respectively, or may be
implemented as separate parts. The rectifier circuit 500 may be configured to operate in an AC
mode when a voltage (e.g., an input voltage) across the input terminals 502, 504 1s an AC voltage,
and 1n a DC mode when the voltage across the input terminals 1s a DC voltage. The first and second
switching circuits 520, 522 may be rendered non-conductive in the AC mode (e.g., when the voltage
across the input terminals 1s an AC voltage), and rendered conductive in the DC mode (e.g., when

the voltage across the input terminals 1s a DC voltage).

[0038] The rectifier circuit 500 may further comprise a rectifier control circuit, such as a DC
detect circuit 530, coupled between the input terminals 502, 504 to receive the voltage across the
input terminals. The DC detect circuit 530 may be configured to generate gate drive voltages Vai,
Va2 that may be coupled to gate terminals of the MOSFETSs of the first and second controllable
switching circuits 520, 522, respectively, for rendering the first and second controllable switching

circuits conductive and non-conductive.

[0039] Fig. 6 illustrates example wavetorms of the rectifier circuit 500 when the rectifier
circuit 1s operating in the AC mode and in the DC mode. The DC detect circuit 530 may be
configured to control the magnitudes of the first and second gate drive voltages Va1, Va2 towards a
circuit common (e.g., approximately zero volts) to render the first and second controllable switching
circuits 520, 522 non-conductive in the AC mode when the input voltage (e.g., the voltage across the
input terminals 502, 504) 1s an AC voltage. The DC detect circuit 530 may be configured to control
the magnitudes of the first and second gate drive voltages Va1, Va2 towards a supply voltage Vcc
(e.g., as generated by the power supply 180 of the LED driver 100 1n Fig. 1) to render the first and
second controllable switching circuits 520, 522 conductive in the DC mode when the input voltage

(e.g., the voltage across the terminals 502, 504) 1s a DC voltage.
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[0040] Fig. 7 1s an example diagram of a DC detect circuit 700 for an LED driver. The DC
detect circuit 700 may be an example of the DC detect circuit 530 of Fig. 5. As such, the DC detect
circuit 700 may be part of a rectifier circuit, such as the rectifier circuit 500 shown in Fig. 5. The
DC detect circuit 700 may include two input terminals, such as the first and second input terminals
502, 504 (e.g., AC input terminals) of the rectifier circuit 500. Further, the DC detect circuit may be
connected to two output terminals through an AC/DC rectifier circuit, such as the first and second
output terminals 506, 508 (e.g., DC output terminals) of the rectifier circuit 500. Accordingly, the
DC detect circuit 700 may be configured to generate gate drive voltages for controlling controllable
switching circuits, such as the gate drive voltages Vg1, Va2 that are coupled to gate terminals of the
MOSFETs of the first and second controllable switching circuits 520, 522, respectively, for
rendering the first and second controllable switching circuits conductive and non-conductive. In this
regard, the DC detect circuit may operate whether it 1s coupled to an AC voltage or to a DC voltage

via the input terminals 502, 504

[0041] The DC detect circuit 700 may include capacitors C702, C720, and C722, resistors
R704, R714, R718, R726, and R730, Zener diodes Z706, Z708, and Z716, a diode D724, a
MOSFET 710, and an NPN transistor 728. The DC detect circuit 700 may include a power supply,

or use a power supply of the LED drive, such as the power supply 180, for example.

[0042] When an AC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals 502, 504, the combination of
the capacitor C702 and resistor R704 will cause there to be a net zero DC voltage across the
capacitor C702. As a result, the MOSFET 520 will be non-conductive and 1n diode mode across
diode 510. Further, when an AC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals 502, 504, the combination
of the capacitor C722 and resistor R726 will cause there to be a net zero DC voltage across the
capacitor C722. For example, the NPN transistor 728 may see pulsing currents at its gate, rendering
the NPN transistor 728 conductive and causing the capacitor C720 to discharge. The discharge of
the capacitor C720 may cause the MOSFET 522 to be rendered non-conductive and 1n diode mode
across the diode 512. Accordingly, when an AC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals 502, 504,
the DC detect circuit will not drive either of the MOSFETSs 520, 522 to be conductive such that the
diodes 510, 512, 514, 516 act as a full-wave rectifier.
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[0043] When a DC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals 502, 504, the Zener diodes
7’706, 7’708 will clamp the input DC voltage and cause the capacitor C702 to charge. When the
capacitor C702 1s charged, the MOSFET 710 will turn on, which will drive the first gate drive
voltage Vg1 towards a supply voltage Vcc (e.g., as generated by the power supply 180 of the LED
driver 100 1n Fig. 1) and render the MOSFET 520 conductive. Further, when a DC voltage 1s
coupled to the input terminals 502, 504, the capacitor C722 will charge and there will not be pulsing
currents flowing through R726 (e.g., as 1s seen when AC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals).
As a result, the NPN transistor 728 will be rendered non-conductive, which will drive the second
gate drive voltage Va2 towards the supply voltage Vcc and render the MOSFET 522 conductive.
When the MOSFETSs 520, 522 are conductive, the voltage losses across the diodes 510, 512 are

eliminated.

[0044] Fig. 8 1s a simplified flowchart of an example control procedure 800 that may be
executed by a control circuit of a load control device (e.g., the control circuit 150 of the LED
driver 100). For example, the control procedure 800 may be executed periodically to control the
LED drniver to operate in an AC mode or a DC mode 1n response to ripple detected on an input
voltage of the LED driver. At 802, the control circuit may determine whether the ripple detect signal
Vrie-pDET 1ndicates that AC voltage or DC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals (e.g., the input
terminals 104, 106). If the control circuit determines that AC voltage 1s coupled to the input
terminals at 802, then the control circuit may operate in AC mode at 804. For example, the control
circuit may ensure that the bus capacitor 1s connected at 806. For instance, the control circuit may
connect the bus capacitor by closing a switch (e.g., the controllable switching circuit 192) at 806.
The control circuit may also enable the boost converter at 808, and set the target bus voltage to

VBuUs-Mmax at 810.

[0045] If the control circuit determines that DC voltage 1s coupled to the input terminals at
802, then the control circuit may operate in DC mode at 812. For example, the control circuit may
ensure that the bus capacitor 1s disconnected at 814. For instance, the control circuit may disconnect
the bus capacitor by opening the switch (e.g., the controllable switching circuit 192) at 814. At 816,

the control circuit may determine whether the power PLoap required by the electrical load exceeds a
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threshold amount Ptu (e.g., approximately 80%). If the control circuit determines that the power
Proap required by the electrical load does not exceed the threshold amount Pty at 816, then the
control circuit may disable the boost converter at 818. For example, the control circuit may disable
the boost converter to reduce power loss in the LED driver, for example, due to the power loss 1n the

boost converter when enabled. When disabled, the boost converter may pass through the DC voltage

from the 1input terminals, and the bus voltage Veus may have a minimum magnitude Veus-min (e.g.,
approximately 380 volts). In some instances, when operating 1n the DC mode, the control circuit
may be configured to enable the boost converter during a startup routine (not shown) of the LED

driver, and disable the boost converter during normal operation.

[0046] If the control circuit determines that the power PLoap required by the electrical load
does exceed the threshold amount Pty at 816, then the control circuit may enable the boost converter
at 820. At 822, the control circuit may set the target bus voltage according to the power required.
For example, the control circuit may be configured to control the target bus voltage VBuUS-TARGET as a

function of the power PLoap required by LED light source 102. The control circuit may be

configured to adjust the target bus voltage Vsus-TarRGeT linearly between the minimum magnitude
VBus-miN and the maximum magnitude Veus-max when the power PLoap required by LED light
source 1S above the threshold amount Pty. The control circuit may be configured to control the

target bus voltage VBus-TARGET using open loop control, for example, by using a lookup table to

determine the target bus voltage VBus-TARGET 1n response to the target intensity LtrgT and/or target
load current ITrgT. The control circuit may be configured to control the target bus voltage Vsus-

TARGET using closed loop control, for example, by using the load voltage feedback signal Vv.LoaD

and the load current feedback signal Vi.Loap to determine the power PLoap required by LED light
source. The control circuit may be configured to learn the target intensity Ltrgt and/or the target
load current ITrgT at which the power PLoap required by LED light source exceeds the threshold

amount Pty (e.g., during a startup routine).

[0047] Although described with reference to an LED driver, one or more embodiments
described herein may be used with other load control devices. Also, a single control circuit may be

coupled to, and/or adapted to, control multiple types of electrical loads in a load control system.
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What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A load control device for controlling power delivered from a power source to

an electrical load, the load control device configured to receive an input voltage from the power
source, the load control device comprising:

a power converter configured to generate a bus voltage:;

a load regulation circuit configured to receive the bus voltage and to control the
power delivered to the electrical load; and

a control circuit configured to control the load regulation circuit to control the power
delivered to the electrical load, the control circuit configured to operate in an AC mode when the
input voltage 1s an AC voltage and 1n a DC mode when the input voltage 1s a DC voltage:;

wherein the control circuit 1s configured to disable the power converter when

operating 1n the DC mode.

2. The load control device of claim 1, further comprising;

a rectifier circuit configured to receive the input voltage from the power source, the
rectifier circuit configured to rectify the input voltage to generate a rectified voltage when the input
voltage 1s the AC voltage, and the rectifier circuit configured to pass through the input voltage when

the 1input voltage 1s the DC voltage.

3. The load control device of claim 2, wherein the rectifier circuit comprises:

first and second 1nput terminals;

first and second output terminals;

a first diode configured to conduct current from the first input terminal to the first
output terminal;

a second diode configured to conduct current from the second output terminal to the
second 1nput terminal,;

a third diode configured to conduct current from the second input terminal to the first
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output terminal;

a fourth diode configured to conduct current from the second output terminal to the

first input terminal;
a first controllable switching circuit coupled 1n parallel with the first diode; and
a second controllable switching circuit coupled in parallel with the second diode;
wherein the first and second switching circuits are rendered non-conductive when a
voltage across the input terminals 1s an AC voltage and rendered conductive when the voltage across

the input terminals 1s a DC voltage.

4. The load control device of claim 3, wherein the first and second controllable

switching circuits each comprise a MOSFET.

5. The load control device of claim 4, wherein the first and second diodes are

body diodes of the MOSFETS of the first and second controllable switching circuits.

6. The load control device of claim 2, wherein the rectifier circuit comprises a
DC detect circuit electrically coupled between input terminals of the rectifier circuit, the DC detect
circuit configured to render first and second controllable switching circuits of the rectifier circuit

conductive when the voltage across the DC detect circuit 1s a DC voltage.

7. The load control device of claim 1, wherein the control circuit 1s configured to
disable the power converter when the power required by the load 1s less than a threshold amount 1n

the DC mode.

8. The load control device of claim 7, wherein the control circuit 1s configured to
control the power converter to adjust the magnitude of the bus voltage towards a target bus voltage,
the control circuit configured to adjust the target bus voltage as a function of the power required by
the electrical load when the power required by the electrical load 1s greater than the threshold

amount 1n the DC mode.
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9. The load control device of claim 1, further comprising:

a ripple detect circuit configured to receive a rectified voltage and generate a ripple
detect signal that indicates whether AC ripple 1s present 1n the rectified voltage;

wherein the control circuit 1s configured to receive the ripple detect signal, and

determine whether the input voltage 1s AC voltage or DC voltage based on the ripple detect signal.

10. The load control device of claim 1, wherein the control circuit 1s configured to
enable the power converter during a startup routine of the load control device when operating 1n the

DC mode, and configured to disable the power converter during normal operation when operating in

the DC mode.

11.  The load control device of claim 1, further comprising:

a bus capacitor; and

a controllable switching circuit electrically coupled 1n series with the bus capacitor,
the control circuit configured to render the controllable switching circuit non-conductive when

operating in the DC mode to disconnect the bus capacitor.

12. The load control device of claim 1, wherein the control circuit 1s configured to
generate a bus voltage control signal and provide the bus voltage control signal to the power
converter; and

wherein the power converter 1s configured to adjust a magnitude of the bus voltage

towards a target bus voltage based on the bus voltage control signal.

13. The load control device of claim 1, wherein the power converter 1s configured
to generate a bus voltage feedback control signal that indicates a magnitude of the bus voltage, and

provide the bus voltage feedback control signal to the control circuit.

14, The load control device of claim 1, wherein the control circuit 1s configured to
disable the power converter by allowing the DC voltage to pass through the power converter so that

the bus voltage has a minimum bus voltage magnitude.
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15. A load control device for controlling power delivered from a power source to
an electrical load, the load control device configured to receive an input voltage from the power
source, the load control device comprising:

a power converter configured to generate a bus voltage:;

a load regulation circuit configured to receive the bus voltage and to control the
power delivered to the electrical load; and

a control circuit configured to control the load regulation circuit to control the power
delivered to the electrical load, the control circuit 1s configured to control the power converter to
adjust the magnitude of the bus voltage towards a target bus voltage, the control circuit configured to
operate 1n an AC mode when the input voltage 1s an AC voltage and 1n a DC mode when the input
voltage 1s a DC voltage;

wherein the control circuit 1s configured to decrease the target bus voltage when

operating 1n the DC mode.

16. The load control device of claim 15, wherein the control circuit 1s configured
to control the power converter to adjust a magnitude of the bus voltage towards a target bus voltage,
the control circuit configured to adjust the target bus voltage as a function of the power required by

the electrical load when the power required by the electrical load 1s greater than a threshold amount

in the DC mode.

17.  Theload control device of claim 15, further comprising;

a rectifier circuit configured to receive the input voltage from the power source, the
rectifier circuit configured to rectify the input voltage to generate a rectified voltage when the input
voltage 1s the AC voltage, and the rectifier circuit configured to pass through the input voltage when

the 1input voltage 1s the DC voltage.

18. The load control device of claim 17, wherein the rectifier circuit comprises a

DC detect circuit electrically coupled between 1input terminals of the rectifier circuit, the DC detect
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circuit configured to render first and second controllable switching circuits of the rectifier circuit

conductive when the voltage across the DC detect circuit 1s a DC voltage.

19.  The load control device of claim 15, further comprising:

a ripple detect circuit configured to receive a rectified voltage and generate a ripple
detect signal that indicates whether AC ripple 1s present in the rectified voltage;

wherein the control circuit 1s configured to receive the ripple detect signal, and

determine whether the input voltage 1s AC voltage or DC voltage based on the ripple detect signal.

20. A load control device for controlling power delivered from a power source to
an electrical load, the load control device configured to receive an input voltage from the power
source, the load control device comprising:

a power converter configured to generate a bus voltage across a bus capacitor;

a load regulation circuit configured to receive the bus voltage and to control the
power delivered to the electrical load;

a controllable switching circuit electrically coupled 1n series with the bus capacitor;
and

a control circuit configured to control the load regulation circuit to control the power
delivered to the electrical load, the control circuit configured to operate in an AC mode when the
input voltage 1s an AC voltage and 1n a DC mode when the input voltage 1s a DC voltage;

wherein the control circuit 1s configured to render the controllable switching circuit

conductive 1in the AC mode and non-conductive in the DC mode.
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