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tridge has been fired. 

and without said shell after the explosion of a charge, 
2. The combination with the barrel of a 

firearm, of a chambered blockfitting the end 
of the same, and means’’for exploding a car 
tridge inserted in the chamber of said block, 
With a structure having passages extending 
parallel with the bore o R firearms and con 
necting the chamber with said bore so as to 
equalize pressures inside and outside of the 

898,908 

adjacent to its two faces, with means for ex | |||, ploding a cartridge. 
4. The combination in a firearm of a barrel 

having, a recess in its rear endin line with its 
bore, a piece mounted in said recess having 
passages parallel to said bore, a block also 
entering the recess and having a chamberfor the reception of a cartridge, said piece also 
having a central openinginline with the bore 
and cartridge chamber, there being passages · cartridge shell immediately after the car- || leading respectively from the bore and the 

3. The combination of a barrel havingia 
threaded recess in its i rear end, a piece 
threaded into saidirecess, and spaced some 
distance from the bottom; thereof, a block 
also threadedinto the recess and spaced some 
distance away from:said piece, there being: a 
cartridge i châmber extending through the 
block and the piece, and a passage or pas 
Sages through thepiece connecting the spaces 

| chamberto said parallel passage?, with means for explodinga cartridge in said chamber. 
In testimony whereof, I have -signed, my 

name: to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. ' ', '', 

LUDWIG MERTENS, 
"Witnesses: 

ZANIA SEGAL, 
GILBERT FLETCHER TYSON. 
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