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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

THOS. G. HARDESTY, OF TRACY'S LANDING., MARYLAND. 

! IV. PRO V R V ENT | N TO BAC CO) a PRESS E. S. . 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 2,1 E3, dated May 29, 1841. 

To all 7vhoIn it Invay concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAs G. HARDESTY, 

of Tracy's Landing, in the county of Anne 
Arundel, in the State of Maryland, have in 
vented a new and Improved Apparatus or 
Press for Pressing Tobacco Into Hogsheads; 
and I. do hereby declarethat the followingis a 
full and exact description thereof. 

In my improved tobacco-press the hogshead 
into whichthetobaccoisto be pressed has both 
heads removed, and it is placed horizontally 
upon the frame of the press, resting upontwo 
longitudinal piecesoftimber, near the ground, 
prepared to receive it; and two false hogs 
leads or receiving-cylinders, the same in di- | 
ameter, or nearly so, with the hogshead, are placed upon the same longitudinal pieces in 
a line with it, said hogshead being situated 

- between them. The hogshead and the two 
false hogsheads are to be filled with tobacco 
by hand, and may be made to contain the 
whole quantity that is required to be packed 
in the hogshead. When thus prepared, press 
ure is to be madeateach end of the apparatus 
by means of two screws, which force up two 
followers, said followers entering and passing 
through the false hogsheads and forcing all 
the tobacco which had been placed in them 
for that purpose into the hogshead situated 
between them. The false hogsheads are so 
constructed as to admit of their being removed 
from the press without its being necessary to 
retract the pressing-screws; and this I effect 
by uniting the staves which constitute the 
false hogsheads to bands or hoops of iron, 
which are clasped together at their ends, and 
when unclasped are to Spring open sufficiently 
far to admit of the escape of the false hogs 
heads over tbe Shaft of the screw. The Same 
end may be attained by making one of the 
staves of each of the false hogsheads remov 
able, and affixing it in place, when in use for 
packing, by means of loops and Wedges con 
fining it to the iron bands or hoops of the 
false hogsheads. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective representation of my press, with 
the hogshead that is to be packed and one of 
the false hogsheads placed upon its lower lon 
gitudinal pieces or sills; and Fig. 2 is one of 
the false hogsheads removed from the press 
and sprung open. 

A is the hogshead to be packed, and B B' 
are the false hogsheads. 
C Carethe lower longitudinal pieces or sills 

of the press. 
D Darethe upperlongitudinal pieces, which 

are firmily connected to the two iron end or 
head pieces, E E, of the press. One or both 
of the pieces D D is to be made removable, to 
admit of the rolling of the hogshead and false 
hogsheads onto and off from the sills C. C. 
F F are two screws, which turn in boxes G, 

Said screw-boxes being firmily attached to the 
power-wheels H H, and swiveling, by means 
of collars, in the iron head-pieces EE. Each 
of these screws carries a follower, I, on its in 
merend, and the screws must be of such length 
as to carry the followers entirely through the 
false hogsheads, and cause them to enter the 
ends of the hogshead A. and to occupy the 
place which is to Teceive the heads. 
The false hogshead, Fig. 2, is shown as 

sprung open. 
a a are staples or eyes, which receive the 

catches b b on the ends of the hoopsorbands J. 
J. When sprung open, the false hogsheads may 
be readily removed, while the followers I are 
within the hogshead A; and the same may be 
effected, as before remarked, by making one 
of the staves of B Bremovable, and providing 
it with iron straps, by which it can be keyed 
Onto the bands J. J. 
When this pressisto be used, the two screws 

are to be turned back, so that the followers I 
will be in contact with the head-pieces E E. 
The hogshead and the false hogsheads, filled. 
with tobacco by hand, are then to be placed 
in a range on the sills C. C. The followersare 
now to be brought up to press uponit at both 
ends. In doing this the screws may at first 
be turned by means of a Winch on their outer 
ends until the resistance is too great for this 
mode of proceeding. The power-wheels HH 
may then be turned by means of the rounds or 
handles c c c. by which means all the requisite 
force may be obtained and applied. When 
the pressure has been thus completed and the 
false hogsheads have been removed, the fol 
lowers are to be so fal withdrawn as to allow 
of theinsertion of the heads between them and 
the tobacco. The heads are then to be forced 
up and secured in place. 

It will be manifest that other means may be 
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adopted of forcing up the followers, and that therein, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
the screws F F may be dispensed with, while ent, is– 
the false hogshead and the general arrange 
ment in other respects may remain substan 
tially as described. Thus, for example, racks 
and pinions may take the place of the screws 
and boxes, and the required power be thus 
applied. Although I prefer the screws, be 
lieving them to be the best arrangement, Ido 
not intend, therefore, to limit or confine my 
Self to their use, but to employ racks and pin 
ions or other known means of forcing up the 
followers. 
Having thus fully described the nature of 

my press for pressing tobacco into hogsheads 
and shownhow the same operates, what I claim 

1. The manner in which I construct and 
employ the two false hogsheads by placing 
them horizontally in a range with the hogs 
head to be packed and pressing simultaneously 
from each end, as set forth. 

2. The so arranging of the parts of the press 
as that two followers may be forced up, one 
from each end thereof by means of the press 
ing-screws operated by female screws or boxes 
attached to the power-wheels. 

THOMAS G. HARDESTY. 
WitnesSes: 

THos. P. JoNES, 
ALEX. DUVALL. 

43 

  


