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(57) Abstract: The invention provides surface-treated metal oxide particles. The surface-treated metal oxide particles have specific
ratios of (1) the integrated area of the resonance signals with chemical shifts in the range from -4 ppm to -33 ppm to the integrated
area of the resonance signals with chemical shifts in the range from -33 ppm to -76 ppm and (2) the integrated area of the resonance
signals with chemical shifts in the range from -76 ppm to -130 ppm to the integrated area of the resonance signals with chemical
shifts in the range from -33 ppm to -76 ppm in the CP/MAS 29Si NMR spectrum. The invention further provides a toner composition

) for electrophotographic image formation comprising toner particles and surface-treated metal oxide particles.
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"BoxNo.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Izl Cla|ms Nos.:

1-12,22
because they relate to subject matter not requrred to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claims 1-12 and 22 are defined by unusua] parameters.

2. [I Claims Nos.: 1- 12 22

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescnbed requrrements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specmcally

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in aocordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

BoxNo.lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: - .

1. As all required addmonal search fees were trmely paid by the applrcant this international search Teport covers allsearchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justlfymg an addmonal fees, this Authonty did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I___] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest ' The additional search fees were accompanied by the apphcant’s protest and, where appllcable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applrcable protest:
fee was-not paid within the time I|m|t specmed in the invitation.
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D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.:  1-12,22

C]aims 1-12 and 22 are definéd by unusual parameters.

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1—12,22

Present’ c1a1ms 1-12 and 22 relates to a product defined (1nter a11a) by
reference to the fo110w1ng unusual parameter: .

ratios D:T and. Q:T of certain integrated areas of the resonance signals
- with a certain chemical shift in a CP/MAS 29Si-NMR spectrum

The use ‘of this unusual parameter in the present context is cons1dered
to lead to a lack of clarity because the claim does not clearly identify
the products encompassed by it as the parameters cannot be clearly and

~reliably determined by indications in the description or by objective -
procedures which are usual in the art. This makes it impossible.to
compare the claims to the prior art. As a result, the application does
not comply w1th the requirement of clarity under Art1c1e 6 PCT.

There are also no clear 1nstruct1ons,g1ven in the descr1pt1on to prepare
products having the desired parameter values (Art. 5_PCT).

The search of claims 13-21 and 23-26 was restricted to the
“subject-matter defined in these dependent claims.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
‘claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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