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This invention is a novel improvement in band 
projecting guns or pistols adapted to aerially pro 
ject a rubber, band, or a plurality of rubber bands 
in Succession as the trigger is successively actu 

5 ated, the rubber bands being stretched between 
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the outer end of the gun barrel and between 
notches in the edge of the barrel adjacent its 
inner end, a braid underlying the ends of the 
bands, in the notches for releasing the bands as 
the braid is pulled. 
The principal object of the invention is to pro 

vide in such toy guns novel trigger means for 
actuating the braid to release a rubber band with 
each actuation of the trigger, said trigger means 
releasing the first rubber band in a positive man 
ner, and each Subsequent band being released in 
an equally positive manner due to the construc 
tion in which the braid is pulled just far enough 
on each actuation of the trigger to release one 
band; and said braid having an elastic section 
therein maintaining the braid taut at all times, 
and taking up the slack which would be produced 
therein due to the increments of increase in the 
length of the braid resulting from release of suc 
cessive bands. Upon release of the trigger after 
each actuation the elastic section of the braid re 
turns the trigger to normal position ready for a 
new discharge, and at the same time the slack 
is taken up in the braid. Upon the next actua 
tion of the trigger the braid is automatically pulled 
just far enough to release the next band regardless 
of the number of “loads' still discharged. 
My novel arrangement of braid and trigger 

makes it possible to hold the toy gun, aim it, and 
discharge it with one hand, like an actual gun 
or pistol. Heretofore toy guns have been made 
utilizing the above notch and braid arrangement, 
but the guns had no trigger means and had to 
be held in one hand while the braid was pulled 
by the other hand, and hence did not sufficiently 
resemble actual guns to be acceptable; but my 
novel trigger means obviates the above defect and 
fulfills all requirements in this.respect. . . . 
I will explain the invention with reference to 

the accompanying drawing which illustrates sev 
eral practical embodiments thereof to enable 
others to adopt and use the sane; and I will 
summarize in the claims the novel features of 
construction, and novel combinations of parts, 
for which protection is desired, W 

En said drawing:- . . . . . 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of one form of my 

band projecting gun; showing a plurality of rub 
ber bands mounted thereon ready to be projected 

in succession by successive operations of the trigger. 
Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 with the stock 

partly broken away, showing in full lines the slide 
in normal position; and in dotted lines the slide 
retracted to actuate the band releasing braid. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing the 
braid released for loading. 

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4, Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation partly broken away 

showing a modified form of gun and trigger ar rangement. 
Fig. 6 is a side elevation showing a still further 

modified form of gun and trigger arrangement. 
My band projecting gun or pistol, shown in 

Figs. 1 to 4, comprises a barrel simulating mem 
ber F of wood or other suitable material extend 
ing the full length of the gun, and provided. With 
a series of slightly undercut notches a in its 
upper edge, six such notches being shown al 
though any desired number may be used. Barrel 

is preferably provided with an upper notch b 
and a lower notch fic in its outer end for the 
purpose hereinafter explained. 

Barrel is fixedly secured in the upper portion 
of a U-shaped member 2 forming the stock of the 
gun; and a reciprocable slide 3 is mounted in 
the base of the stock 2 below the barrel , said 
slide being operated by a trigger 4 depending 
from the underside of the slide and extending 
through an elongated slot. 2d. in the bottom of 
the stock 2, whereby as the trigger is drawn 
rearwardly by the forefinger slide 3 will also be 
shifted rearwardly into the position shown in 
dotted lines in Fig. 2. 

Depending from the stock 2 in rear of trigger 
4 is a handle or butt member 5. If desired, slot 
2a may be elongated sufficiently to receive a 
tenon 5a on the upper end of the handle 5. The 
parts f, 2 and 5 are preferably held in proper 
relation by means of tacks or screws 6, as shown 
in Fig. 4. - 

A braid T is secured by tack a to the upper 
edge of barrel slightly in advance of the outer 
most notch a, and extends rearwardly overlying 
the upper edge of the barrel, and under a guide 
Tb, and around the rear end of barrel , and 
through the U-shaped Stock 2 below slide 3. An 
elastic or other extensible band 8 is secured to the 
outer end of braid 7 beyond the stock 2, which 
extensible band 8 is adapted to be conveniently 
hooked in the lower notch c at the outer end of 
barrel f as shown in Fig. 1. Instead of using a 
band 8 the braid 7 may have an extensible section 
formed therein, and the outer end of the braid 
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2 2,008,595 
may be fixed to the barrel or stock instead 
of being hooked over the Outer end of the barrel. 
Braid forms the releasing means for the ends of 
the rubber bands R, in notches fa, said bands be 
ing stretched between the upper notch b at 
the outer end of barrel and the notches (t, 
with the braid T underlying the ends of the bands 
R. in the notches and conforming with the con 
tour of the notches, whereby as braid T is pulled 
rearwardly the inner ends of the bands R will 
be raised out of their respective notches by . 
the braid, the bands R being released in succes 
sion as trigger 4 is successively actuated. 
The pulling of the braid. 7 is effected by the 

trigger 4 which actuates the slide 3, the inner 
end of the slide when retracted stretching the 
braid beyond the rear end of the barrel as 
shown in Figs, 2 and 3. Since braid 7 is main 
tained taut by the extensible member 8 (when 
the latter is hooked in notch c) the braid will 
normally yieldably maintain the slide 3 so that. 
its inner end is substantially flush with the 
inner end of barrel as in full lines in Fig. 2. 
Although there is no positive connection between 
slide 3 and braid 7, nevertheless when slide 3 
is shifted rearwardly as shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 2, the band 8 will necessarily yield and 
friction will be set up between braid T and slide 
3 at the bottom and rear end of the slide, which 
friction will be sufficient to pull the portion of 
the braid, which overlies the upper edge of bar 
rel enough to lift the end of the rearmost band 
R out of its notch fa and thereby positively dis 
charge such band. When the trigger 4 is re 
leased, slide 3 Will again assume its normal po 
sition, and the increase in length of braid 7 
caused by the release of the band, will be taken 
up by the elasticity of member 8 so that each 
successive band R will be similarly positively re 
leased. - 
By the above construction, the braid used to 

release the bands R is at all times kept taut by 
the expansible member 8; and the slide 3 when 
pulled back by the trigger 4 contacts with braid 
T around the breech of the gun while it is held 
taut under the tension of member 8. This ten 
Sion holds the braid T along the bottom of the 
slide 3 and against the rear end of the slide 3, 
So that braid 7 is pulled just far enough and 
hard enough when retracted to positively release 
one band R. Upon releasing the trigger 4 the 
expansible member 8 immediately pulls slide 3 
back into place ready for another discharge. At 
the same time the slack is taken up in braid 7 so 
that, on the next pull of the trigger 4, the slide 
3 contacts the braid at the breech of the gun in 
exactly the same way and positively releases the 
next load. Each load is discharged in the same 
Way and each time the expansible member serves 
to take up the slack, and the slide operates to 
release only one band. - 
In order to load the gun, it is necessary to 

first unhook extensible member 8 from notch, c 
So as to remove the tension from braid 7. The 
braid need not be pulled through the stock to pro 
duce the slack therein but the trigger action may 
be depended upon to do this. The gun may 
then be held in the left hand with the fore 
finger on the trigger. With braid 7 disposed 
directly over notches a the first rubber R is 
held stretched over the first and second finger, 
and looped into the notch b at the outer end of 
barrel . The band R is then pulled back slowly, 
and with the fingers of the right hand is pressed 
down into the Outermost notch fa overlying the 

braid 7 which readily conforms with the shape of 
the notch. The remaining bands R are loaded 
in the other notches similarly, and the extensible 
member 8 is again hooked into notch c at the 
end of barrel . The gun is then ready for shoot 
ing, and in the embodiment shown in the draw 
ing will shoot six times without reloading. 

In Fig. 5 a modification is shown in which the 
barrel is provided with the notches a and the 
braid 7, as in Figs. 1-4. A pulley 0 is mounted 
in the stock 2 behind the barrel and around the 
pulley to extends the braid , the braid continu 
ing forwardly below the barrel in the manner 
similar to that shown in Figs. 1-4. The under 
side of the barrel is provided with a recess fac 
into. which an offset portion fa of a pivoted 
trigger projects when the trigger is actuated, 
the braid being pulled by the offset portion f fa 
deflecting same into recess ?ac, producing a re 
sult the same as that described with reference to 
Slide 3 of FigS. 1 to 4. 
In Fig. 6 a further modification is shown in 

which the recess y for the offset portion 2a of 
the trigger f2 is formed in the inner end of bar 
rel rather than in the underside as in Fig. 5; 
but the braid 7 will be pulled in the same man 
ner as that described with respect to Fig. 5, when 
trigger 2 is actuated, the entry of the offset por 
tion 2a of the trigger in the recess fly causing 
the braid to stretch and release the band R. 

I claim:- 
1. In a band projecting gun, a stock; a barrel 

Simulating member mounted thereon having a 
notch adapted to receive the end of an elastic 
band stretched between the outer end of the bar 
rel and the notch; a braid adapted to underlie 
the end of the band in the notch, a return bend 
guide for the braid in rear of the notch; said 
braid extending rearwardly around the guide and 
extending forwardly and secured to the gun; 
the braid beyond the guide having an elastic por 
tion for maintaining the braid taut; and trigger 
means in the Stock adapted to engage the braid 
and pull Same sufficiently to release the band 
upon actuation of the trigger. 

2. In a gun as set forth in claim 1, a slide in 
terpOSed between the barrel and braid and in 
normal position extending to a point adjacent 
the return guide, said slide being operated by the 
trigger, whereby when the trigger is actuated the 
slide will be shifted rearwardly beyond the guide 
and thereby pull the braid. 

3. In a gun as set forth in claim 1, said bar 
rel having a recess in its rear end; and said trig 
ger having an offset portion adapted to deflect the 
braid into the recess when the trigger is actuated 
and thereby pull the braid. 

4. In a gun as Set forth in claim 1, said barrel 
having a recess in its lower edge; and said trig 
ger having an offset portion adapted to deflect the 
braid into the receSS when the trigger is actuated 
and thereby pull the braid. 

5. In a band projecting gun, a stock; a barrel 
simulating member mounted thereon having a 
series of notches in one edge adapted to receive 
a Series of elastic bands stretched between the 
outer end of the barrel and the notches respec 
tively; a braid secured to the barrel and adapted 
to underlie the ends of the bands in the notches, 
a return bend guide for the braid in rear of the 
notches; Said braid extending rearwardly around 
the guide and extending forwardly through the 
Stock and Secured to the gun, the braid beyond 
the guide having an elastic portion for maintain 
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2,008,595 
stock adapted to frictionally engage the braid 
and pull same sufficiently to positively release the 
bands in Succession as the trigger is successively 
actuated, the extensible member taking up the 
slack in the braid upon the release of each band. 

6. In a gun as set forth in claim 5, a slide in 
terposed between the barrel and braid and in 
normal position extending to a point adjacent 
the guide, said slide being operated by the trig 
ger, whereby each time the trigger is actuated, 
the slide will be shifted rearwardly beyond the 
guide and thereby pull the braid sufficiently to 
discharge one band. 

7. In a toy gun as set forth in claim 5, said 
barrel having a recess in its rear end; and said 
trigger being pivoted in the stock and having an 
offset portion adapted to deflect the braid into 
the recess when the trigger is actuated and there 
by pull the braid. 

8. In a toy gun as set forth in claim 5, said 
barrel having a recess in its lower edge; and Said 
trigger being pivoted in the stock and having an 
offset portion adapted to deflect the braid into 
the recess when the trigger is actuated and 
thereby pull the braid. 

9. In a band projecting gun, a stock; a barrel 
simulating member mounted thereon having a 
series of notches in its upper edge adapted to 
receive a series of elastic bands stretched between 
the outer end of the barrel member and the 
notches respectively; a braid secured to the bar 
rel adapted to underlie the ends of the bands in 
the notches, said braid extending rearwardly 
around the inner end of the barrel and forwardly 
through the stock and secured to the gun; the 
braid beyond the bend having an extensible por 
tion for maintaining the braid taut; and trigger 
means in the stock adapted to frictionally en 
gage the braid and pull same sufficiently to posi 
tively release the elastic bands in succession as 
the trigger is successively actuated, the exten 
ible member taking up the slack in the braid upon 
the release of each band. 

10. In a gun as set forth in claim 9, said stock 
being U-shaped in cross-section; a slide in the 
stock interposed between the barrel and braid and 
extending to a point adjacent the rear end of the 
barrel, said slide being operated by the trigger, 
whereby each time the trigger is actuated the 
slide will be shifted rearwardly beyond the barrel 
and thereby pull the braid sufficiently to dis 
charge one band. 

11. In a gun as set forth in claim 9, said barrel 
terminating with the stock and having a recess in 
its rear end; and said trigger being pivoted in 
the stock and having an offset portion adapted to 

3 
deflect the braid into the recess when the trigger 
is actuated and thereby pull the braid. 

12. In a gun as set forth in claim 9, said barrel 
terminating within the stock; a guide pulley jour 
naled in the stock in rear of the barrel around 
which the braid passes; said barrel having a re 
cess in its lower edge; and said trigger being piv 
oted in the stock and having an offset portion 
adapted to deflect the braid into the recess when 
the trigger is actuated and thereby pull the braid. 

13. In a band projecting gun, a stock; a barrel 
simulating member mounted thereon having a 
series of notches in its upper edge adjacent its 
rear end adapted to receive a series of elastic 
bands stretched between the outer end of the 
barrel member and the notches respectively; a 
braid secured to the barrel adapted to underlie 
the ends of the bands in the notches, said braid 
extending rearwardly around the inner end of 
the barrel and forwardly through the stock and 
extending towards the outer end of the barrel; 
an extensible member secured to the outer end of 
the braid and hooked over the Outer end of the 
barrel to maintain the braid taut; and trigger 
means in the stock adapted to frictionally engage 
the braid and pull same sufficiently to positively 
release the elastic bands in succession as the trig 
ger is successively actuated, the extensible men 
ber taking up the slack in the braid upon the re 
lease of each band. 

14. In a gun as set forth in claim 13, said stock 
being U-shaped in cross-section; a slide in the 
Stock interposed between the barrel and braid 
and extending to a point adjacent the rear end of 
the barrel, said slide being operated by the trig 
ger, whereby each time the trigger is actuated the 
slide will be shifted rearwardly beyond the barrel 
and thereby pull the braid sufficiently to dis 
charge One band. 

15. In a gun as set forth in claim 3, said bar 
rel terminating with the stock and having a re 
cess in its rear end; and said trigger being pivoted 
in the stock and having an offset portion adapted 
to deflect the braid into the recess when the trig 
ger is actuated and thereby pull the braid suff 
ciently to discharge one band. 

16. In a gun as set forth in claim 13, said bar 
rel terminating within the stock; a guide pulley 
journaled in the stock in rear of the barrel around 
which the braid passes; said barrel having a re 
cess in its lower edge; and said trigger being piv 
oted in the stock and having an offset portion 
adapted to deflect the braid into the recess when 
the trigger is actuated and thereby pull the braid 
sufficiently to discharge one band. . 

MERIDITH ARTHUR, REED. 
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