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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RICHARD KENNEDY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Highland, in the county of Iowa and State of 
Wisconsin, have invented a certain new and 
useful Process of Coating Metallic Fence 
Posts, of which the following is a specification. 
The mode of practicing my invention is as 

follows: I first make a bath of melted zinc, 
mercury, and an alkali metal, such as potas 
sium or sodium, the mercury and potassium 
or sodium being added in the form of an 
amalgam and to act as a flux for the zinc. 
The metal fence-post or other article to be 
coated is first thoroughly cleaned by the aid 
of an emery-wheel or any other suitable abra 
sive substance and pickelled in the usual man 
ner to render the surface to be coated chem 
ically clean. The post or other article is then 
plunged in the bath above described and 
moved about therein until the body of the 
metal of which the post or other article is 

formed is of the same temperature as the coat 
ing-bath of zinc, so that the flux amalgam 
will cause a coating of zinc to adhere to the 
prepared surface of the post or other article. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and useful, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent of the United States, 
IS 
The herein-described process of treating 
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metallic fence-posts, which consists in clean 
ing the post by friction, and by the aid of a 
dilute acid, and then plunging said post into 
a bath of melted zinc, mercury and alkali 
metal, such as potassium or sodium, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
0SS6S 

RICHARD IKENNEDY. 
Witnesses: 

J. W. GUNN, 
ABE LEWIS. 
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