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The present invention relates to an index or 
register for recording and quickly selectings and 
making available the telephone number, address 
or other desirable data, or information, and more 
particularly to a novel means and mechanism, 5 
which may be rapidly initiated or actuated by a 
single manipulation of a key or push button for 
selecting the desired information, and which is 
positive in operation under any and all condi, 
tions of use. O 
One of the important objects of the present 

invention is to provide a novel combination and 
assembly for the selective operation of an index 
whereby to select and expose or make available 
the data or information desired, and which auto: 15 
matically rëtürns thë selector meéhanism to in 
operative position when closing the cover. 
The present selector mechanism is key actuated 

and provided with novel interengaging mecha 
nism so designed and constructed as to assure 20 
positive operation of the index under all c ??, 
tions and requirements in use. Thie invention 
còmprehenidsa ñiõv?l at?rãiñg?m?nt and cónštruc 
tion of indexing mechanism including selector 
members actuated by depressing one of a plu. 25 
rality of keys and a sliding plate so positioned 
as to automatically return any and all selectöf 
members to their normal of neutral position ready 
for subsequent operation. 
Another important feature of the present in- 30 

vention is the provision of a novel tension means 
for returning each of the key or push buttons 
and its respective selector arm actuated thereby 
to their normal or inoperative position after they 
have been depressed for selecting the desired 
card or sheet and for releasing the cover carry 
ing the selected card or sheet whereby to make 
the selected information available. . 
The invention further comprehends a novel 

construction and arrangement of selector arms 
and in the novel means and manner of guiding 
Such arms when actuated by depressing a selected 
one of a plurality of keys or push buttons. 
The present invention further comprehends a 

novel plate or holder forming...a support for the 
sheets or cards on which the data or information 
to be made available is collected, and provided 
with means for Securely retaining this supporting 
plate or holder and the sheets or cards carried 
thereon against accidental displacement. 
Other important objects areto provide a con 

struction of maximum simplicity, efficiency, 
economy and ease of assembly.and operation, and 
such further objects, advantages and capabilities 
as will later more fully appear and are inherently 55 
possessed thereby. 
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The invention further resides in the construc 
tion, combination arid arrangement of parts il 
lustrated in the accompanying drawings; and 
while there is shown therein a preferred embodi 
ment, it is to be understood that the same is sus 
ceptible of modification and change, and com 
prehends other details, arrangements of parts, 
features and constructions without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 
In the drawings: - - - 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of the novel 

index assembly in closed position, and showing 
in dotted lines the position of the cover or closure 
when the latter is released and moved to open position by depressing one of the keys and push 
buttons. . . . 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the novel index 
assembly in closed position but with parts of the 
cover or closure broken away to show the interior 
construction. y - ? - ? - ? ? ? ??? ?? ?? - Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged view in vertical 
cross-section taken in a plane represented by the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2. - 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view in 
perspective showing the assembly and manner of 
operating the sliding plate carried by the cover 
for returning the selector wires to inoperative 
position when the cover is closed. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view in verti 
cal cross-section through the forward end of the 
index and showing the cover after being re 
leased by actuating a key or push button and 
beginning its upward movement to open position. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig. 5 
but showing the position of the parts when the 
cover is closed, and the manner of locking the 
cover in closed position. 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view in ver 
tical cross-section through the rear end of the 
index. 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged broken view in perspective 
of the plate holder for supporting a plurality of 
sheets or cards. - - - 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged fragmentaryview in per 
spective disclosing one of the selector arms and 
its associated assembly for indexing one of the 
sheets and actuating the trip mechanism. 

Referring to the disclosure in the drawings and 
to the illustrative embodiinent therein shown, the 
novel telephone-address index or register com 
prises a base 1 provided with spaced upstanding 
side walls 2, an end wall S at the rear thereof 
and a front wall 4 inclined upwardly and rear 
Wardly to provide a ledge or inclined surface hav 
ing a plurality of slots or openings 5 to receive a 
Series of vertically disposed actuating keys or 
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push buttons 6. These keys or push buttons are 
preferably located in two rows and may be in 
staggered relation, with each key or button being 
marked with one or more letters of the alphabet. 
A cover or closure i is pivotally mounted on the 
base at the rear thereof by means of Spaced de 
pending lugs 8 each provided with an opening 
adapted to receive and permit passage there 
through of an end of a croSS rod Or pin 3 having 
its opposite ends journalled in the side walls 2 of 
the base. A coil Spring encompassing each end 
of the cross rod or pin and having one end 
engaging the underside of the cover and the 
other end 2 seating upon a longitudinally ex 
tending edge i3 provided at each side of the base 
A, is adapted to tension and raise the COver to a 
substantially vertical position for exposing the 
face of one of a plurality of indexing cards or 
sheets 4 and the back of an adjacent or succeed 
ing card or sheet. The cover is spring-biased to 
open position whereby when it is released the 
cover automatically assumes the dotted line po 
sition shown in Fig. 1. The present invention is 
an improvement on the index or register dis 
closed in the co-pending application of Hans A. 
Bauer, Serial No. 683,063, filed July 12, 1946. 
The cards or sheets 4 are Similar to those 

shown in the above mentioned co-pending appli 
cation of Hans A. Bauer. These cards or sheets 
are preferably of uniform length except for the 
bottom card which is somewhat shorter than the 
remainder, and except for the bottom and top 
cards each is provided at its forward end with 
staggered cut-outs 5 to permit the indexing and 
raising of any one of the cards Or sheetS other 
than the bottom one along with those overlying 
or nesting on the top of the one Selected. In 
other words, each card except for the bottom one 
is of substantially the same length, and all cards 
intermediate the top and bottom ones are pro 
vided with a cut-out. These cut-outs are stag 
gered in such manner that the card or sheet next 
to the top is provided with a relatively short cut 
out and with the width of such cut-outS in the 
lower, succeeding cards increasing a CIOSS the 
front edge thereof until the last or botton card 
or sheet which is cut away acroSS its entire 
width for the reason that this card is not ele 
wated by the selector and indexing mechanism. 
The indexing is accomplished through the se 

ries of keys or push buttons 6. AS clearly shown 
in Figs. 4 and 2, these keys or push buttons are 
disposed in spaced and staggered relation with 
the lower edge or base 6 of each key Seating 
upon the upper edge of one of a plurality of Se 
lector arms 7 each having its forward end 6 
disposed in a vertical slot 9 provided in the in 
turned and downwardly projecting flange 20 of a 
plate 2 i extending completely acroSS Oi? laterally 
of the base and mounted within a transverse 
opening 22 provided in the base. 

Secured to the plate 2 as by means of rivets 
or other securing means 23 is a comb-Spring 24 
provided with a plurality of upwardly projecting 
and transversely Spaced leaf SpringS 25 each haW 
ing a rounded upper end 28 abutting against 
and applying pressure to the underSide of its re 
spective selector arm í í mounted thereabove. 
Each leaf spring applies preSSure to and tends 
to maintain its selector arrin in raised, inopera 
tive position and returns this arm to that posi 
tion upon release of its key or push button 6. 
Each selector arm if pivots or is fulcruined 
about its lower forward end 8 and is also p3'- 
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depressed by its respective key or push button. 
At its other end each arm is provided With Spaced 
upstanding fingers or projections 27 and 28 pro 
viding an upwardly opening slot 29 therebe 
tween. 
The projecting fingers 2 and 28 of each se 

lector arm when in normal, inoperative position 
project substantially vertically aind are adapted 
to receive in the slot 29 therebetween an end 33 
of a selector wire or member 3 ?. As clearly 
shown in Fig. 4, these Selector wires are each 
provided With an arm 32 extending parallel to 
the opposite longer arm 33 but of Substantially 
less length, and at its otheir end the arm 33 is 
provided with an inturned lateral projection 34, 
the purpose of which is to engage under a Se 
lected card or sheet 4 when the selector wire 
or member 3 is moved to forward position by 
actuation of its selector arm . 
Each selector arm at one side thereof is 

stamped or provided with outwardly bent Ol - 
formed prongS or projections 35 Spaced apart 
an amount sufficient to conformably receive 
therebetween one of a series of suitably Spaced 
curved tongues or guide members 33 upstanding 
from the plate or frame member 2; and prefera 
bly formedi integral therewith. These guide 
members are spaced apart an amount to Slida 
bly receive a Selector arm li and are So cur Vedi 
or formed as to guide the longitudinal movement 
of the selector arms as a key or push button 6 
is depressed. 
The pivotally mounted cover or closure 7 is 

formed or provided adjacent its forward end With 
a transversely extending and depending rib 37, 
and extending or projecting forwardly from this 
rib to the extreme end of the cover are formed 
or provided relatively short and Spaced longi 
tudinally extending and depending flanges or 
parallel ribs 378. The adjacent lower edges of 
these ribs are recessed at 38 (see Fig. 4) to pro 
wide guiding and aligning Surfaces for the sliding 
movement of the selector wires 3 as they are 
moved longitudinally for Selecting and indexing 
a desired card or sheet. Secured to the under 
side of the rib 3 is a plate or frame member 39 
channel-shaped at 49 to Seat upon and be Secured 
to the base or underSurface of the rib and Slotted 
at its forward end to provide Spaced, forwardly 
extending teeth or projections 4 f. These teeth 
or projections are spaced apart an amount Suf 
ficient to provide forwardly opening slots for re 
ceiving therebetween the upwardly projecting leg 
28 of a selector arm it. To retain the Selector 
wires 3 in elevated position a spring plate or 
member 42 is provided Within the channelled 
part 4 of the frame member 39 and having a 
plurality of upWardly bent Spring ?ingers 43 
Spaced apart in Such manner that a Spring finger 
abuts the underSurface of the longer leg or arm 
33 of each selector wire. 

Extending across and slidably mounted on the 
plate or frame member 39 is a slotted cross bar 
or plate 44 provided with Spaced upstanding 
flanges or shoulders 45 at the rear edge thereof 
and having its forward edge slotted at 46 with 
these slots coinciding with the slots in the plate 
39 between the teeth or projections 4. At each 
of its opposite sides or ends the bar or plate 44 
is bent downwardly at 4 and then outwardly to 
provide an inclined ear 48. The purpose of this 
cross bar or sliding plate 44 is to return the 
selector wires 3 to their inoperative position 
each time the cover is closed. This is accom 

mitted limited longitudinal movement as it is 75 plished by automatically moving this sliding plate 



forwardly by reason of the contact of the inclined 
ears. 48, with similar inclined ears, 49 formed. Or 
provided on each of a pair of upstanding latch. 
arms 50 provided or formed at the opposite ends 
of a latch bar 5.f. extending transverse of and 
pivotally mounted at. 52 on the ends of upstand 
ing legs 53 formed on or bent upWardly from the 
base plate 2i. Forward movement of the sliding. 
bar or plate G4, causes the upstanding flanges; Or 
shoulders 45 to engage the end of each arm. Or 
leg 32 of the: selector wires...and to return these 
wires to their forward, inoperative: position. 
This latch bar 5. f. and the pair of latch arms. 50 
maintain the cover or closure. T in lowered, closed 
position by engagement of a dog. 54 on each of 
the latch arms engaging OVer the end of an in 
clined catch 55 projecting forwardly and upward 
ly from the opposite ends of the plate or frame. 
member 39. 
To trip the latch bar and release... the cover 

when desired, a selected key, or push button.6 is 
depressed and it in turn depresses its respective 
selector arm therebelow...and by rea,Son of this 
arm being guided in its movement by the curved 
tongue or guide inember 36, the Selector arm is 
moved rearwardly or away from the operator into 
contact. With an edge 56 of the base 5 of the 
latch bar 5 to thereby tilt this bar. sufficiently 
about its pivots 52 to release the latch dog 54 
from the inclined-catch 55, Whereupon the Springs 
it automatically raise the cover 7 to open :po 
Sition. At the “same time the selector arma lil 
in its rearward movement forces the proper 
SelectOr Wire rear Wardly by rea,Son of its engage 
ment with the end 36 of this. Wire, whereby the 
end 34 of this selector wire engages beneath the 
Selected card and When the cover is released the 
latter carries Such “Selected card and those over 
lying it upwardly to open position. To return 
the latch bar 5 to its normal. or , operative rela 
tion to lock the cover in closed position, there is 
provided a latch bar spring 58 at one end of the 
latch bar and adjacent to a latch. arn 5). This 
Spring is preferably formed of resilient. Wire with 
One end 59 anchored onto the base of the up 
standing leg :53 and the other end 60 hooked 
under a projecting prong. or lug 6 . On the latch 
al. 
The individual cards or sheets. are: disposed 

preferably in alphabetical order upon a plate 
holder 62; which may be made or formed of metal 
or other rigid material Suitable for the purpose. 
To pivotally mount this plate holder in the iradex, 
it is provided with spaced arcuate projections 63 
adapted to pierce or project through similarly 
Spaced slots 64 in the cards: or sheets 4. At the 
opposite edges of the plate holder are provided 
upstanding ears or flanges 65 each provided with 
a recess 66 for receiving the cross pins or rod 9 
and having its end 67 inclined. The end of the 
Support is further provided with a plurality of 
Spaced Spring fingers or projections 63 disposed 
intermediate the arcuate projections 63 and pro 
vided with an upwardly curved portion 69 against 
which the cross-pin or rod 9 abuts and a rear 
Wardly and downwardly bent end 0 adapted to 
guide the plate holder onto the cross pin or rod 
until the latter abuts the part 69 and seats in 
the recesses 66, whereupon the plate holder and 
cards are retained against accidental removal or 
displacement, but when intended may be readily 
removed. A crossbar or Substantially L-shaped 
supporting bracket extends transverse of the 
base and is secured thereto" by rivets or the 'iike 
T2, 
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To prevent the plate: holder 5 from shifting 9. 
becoming. disengaged in Shipment 
handling, this holder is provided adjacent its 

ficient to engage against the inner sides 
ledges 3, and prevented from longitudinal shift. 
ing. or slidirag movement. by an inturned lug. Í4 
provided at the end of each ledge. Thus when 
the cover is closed, the plate holder and the cards 
Carried thereby are retained in position, but 
When the index is open and in use this holder 
and cards may be readily removed, 
In the base of the index, and between the ledges 

3 extending along the interior of the side walls. 
2, is provided a storage compartment 5 for re 
ceiving a quantity of memo sheets or other papers 
which are readily accessible upon release or rais 
ing of the cover i and the plate holder 62. 

Successive keys or buttons 6 are preferably 
designated in alphabetical order and with sim 
ilar designations on the cards or sheets f4. In 
the form shown in the present application and in 
the co-pending application of Hans A. Bauer re 
ferred to above, the cards beginning at the top 
are -designated from A to Z, and Similar designa 
tions are provided on the keys or buttons reading 
from left to right. Generally, each key or but 
ton may have two, designations such as AB, CD, 
EF, etc., and When the tWO cards are exposed that 
containing names beginning with the letter A 
Will appear on the underside of the top or ele 
Wated card and those beginning with the letter B 
Will appear on the face of the exposed bottom 
card. 

In the present device the projection or prong 
28 which engages the end 35) of a selector wire or 
member 3? and the adjacent projection or prong 
27 which form therebetween the slot 29 for re 
ceiving the end of the Wire, are formed or pro 
vided with Substantially Straight sides. By rea 
son of the disclosed angle of the prong 28, should 
the operator press one key or button and realize 
he has made an improper selection and yet, did not 
press the key or button Suficient to release the 
cover, he can rectify his error by pressing the de 
sired key, or button and be assured of the proper 
Selection. 

It will be apparent from the above description 
and the disclosure in the drawings, that the pres 
ent invention provides a novel index or register 
for recording the names, telephone numbers, ad 
dresses. or other data in alphabetical Order and 
in which the selector mechanism is automatically 
returned to inoperative or neutral position when 
the cover of the casing is closed. This assures 
Successive and Successful operation under any 
and all conditionS. of use. The present device is 
also so. Constructed and arranged as to retain the 
plate holder and cards or sheets carried thereby 
against accidental displacement during shipment 
Or rough handling. 

Having thus disclosed Our invention, We caim: 
1. An index or register for recording names, 

telephone numbers, addresses and the liike, upon 
a Series of cards arranged in alphabetical Order 
and for selecting a desired card, comprising a 
casing including a base and a spring-actuated 
cover pivotally mounted at. One end to the base 
and biased to Open position, a plurality of alipha 
betically arranged cards pivotally, mounted in said 
casing, a plurality of manually operable keys, a 
Selector arm for each key carried in the base and 
actuated by its key, a selector member for each 
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arm carried in the cover and actuated by its arm 
for indexing a selected card and retaining it in 
the cover, latching mechanism associated with 
said arms and members for holding the cover in 
closed position, means for releasing the latching 
mechanism to thereby permit the cover and the 
indexed card to be elevated to open position, a 
member carried by the cover and a part in the 
base engaging said member for automatically re 
turning the selector inenbers to inoperative po 
Sition when the cover is closed. 

2. In an index, a base, a cover pivotally mounted 
in the base, latching imechanism for holding the 
cover in closed position, tension means for biasing 
the cover to open position upon release of Said 
latching mechanism, a plurality of cards pivotally 
mounted in the base, key-actuated Selector mech 
anism including selector ninenbers in the cover 
for selecting a desired card and means in the base 
for simultaneously releasing said iatching mech 
anism upon operation of Said Selector mechanisin 
whereby the tension means moves the cover to 
open position carries therewith the Seiected card, 
and a slidable plate provided in the cover for en 
gaging the selector members and means in the 
base for engaging and noviing the plate and re 
turning therewith the selector members to inop 
erative position upon closing the cover. 

3. In an index, a base adapted to contain a 
plurality of cards having recorded thereon data, 
such as names, telephone numbers, addresses and 
the like, a cover pivotally mounted on and form 
ing a closure for the base and cards, tension 
means for biasing the cover to Open position, 
latching means for holding the cover closed, 
mechanism for selecting a desired card and re 
leasing the latching means and cover Whereby 
the cover and selected card are moved into Open 
position, and interengaging parts On the Cove' 
and base for releasing the Selected card from the 
cover and returning the selector mechanism to 
inoperative position and ready for Selection of 
another card. 

4. In an index, a base adapted to contain a 
plurality of cards having recorded thereon data, 
such as names, telephone numbers and the like, a 
cover pivotally mounted on and forning a closure 
for the base and cards, tension means for biasing 
the cover to open position, latching merinbei'S On 
the base and cover for locking the cover in closed 
position, selector members in the Cover for el 
gaging a selected card, manually initiated mech 
anism in the base for actuating the Selector inem 
bers and releasing the latching members to there 
by release the cover and the selected card Where. 
by they are moved to open position, a member i 
carried by the cover and means in the base en 
gaging said member for imoving the SelectOr mem 
bers to inoperative position and release the Se 
lected card as the cover is noved to closed posi 
tion. 

5. In an index, a base adapted to contain a 
plurality of cards having recorded thereon data, 
such as names, telephone numbers, addresses and 
the like, a cover pivotally inoliated on and form 
ing a closure for the base and cards, tension 
means for biasing the cover to open position, 
a latch bar for holding the cover closed, mecha 
nism for selecting a desired card and including 
1means for ü?ripping the latch jal' for freiea,Sing 
the cover whereby the cover and selected card al'e 
moved into open position, a member siidable in 
the cover for returning the selecting mechanism 
to inoperative position, and projections on said 
member and latch bar for actuating Said member 
as the cover is moved to closed position, 
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6. In an index for recording, selecting and ex 

posing any One of a plurality of cards containing 
names, telephone numbers, addresses and other 
desired data by the manipulation of a selected 
one of a plurality of push buttons, a casing in 
cluding a base and a Spring-actuated cover there 
for pivotally mounted at one end in the base and 
biased to Open position, a plate holder also piv 
Otally mounted at One end in the base, a plurality 
of cards disposed on Said plate holder in alpha 
betical relation and adapted to be connected to 
and opened with the cover, a sliding plate carried 
in the cover and means in the base engaging and 
moving said plate for automatically releasing the 
cards upon closing of the cover. 

7. In an index for recording, selecting and ex 
posing any one of a plurality of cards containing 
names, telephone numbers, addresses and other 
desired data by the Sinple manipulation of one 
of a plurality of push buttons, comprising a 
Casing including a base and a Spring-actuated 
cover therefor pivotally lounted at One end in 
the base, a plate holder also pivotally mounted at 
one end in the base, a plurality of cards disposed 
thereon and adapted to be raised with the cover, 
and depending projections provided at the other 
end of the plate for securing the plate and cards 
against accidental or unintentional displacement. 

8. In a telephone index for recording names, 
numbers, addresses or other data for convenient 
use and ready reference, a casing having a base, 
a cover pivotally mounted on the base, a plurality 
of cards containing the desired data, a plate pro 
Viding a support for said cards and upon which 
the cards are pivotally mounted, means for de 
tachably mounting one end of Said plate in the 
casing and means adjacent the other end of said 
plate for Securing the plate against shifting or 
Jelative movement when the cover is closed. 

9. In an indeX, a casing including a base and 
a Spring-actuated cover biased to open position, 
a plurality of cards for recording names, telephone 
numberS, addresses and the like, means for piv 
otally mounting the cards in the casing, means 
for latching the cover to the base, nechanisin 
for Selecting a desired card and sinultaneously 
releasing the latching means whereby the selected 
card is carried With the cover into open position, 
said selecting mechanism including a plurality 
of selector arms carried in the base and a similar 
number of Selector members carried in the cover, 
upwardly projecting spaced prongs carried on the 
end of each an and adapted to receive there 
between an end of a selector member, means for 
moving the end of each selector member into 
alignment with the Spaced prongs, and manually 
operable means for depressing a selected aim to 
cause it to move its Selector member to engage 
beneath a selected card, said prongs having their 
adjacent sides substantially vertically arranged 
whereby to assure the operator of proper selection 
when the cover is released. 

10. In an index, a casing including a base and 
a Spring-actuated cover biased to cigen position, 
a plurality of cards for recording names, tele 
phone numbers, addresses and the like, means for 
pivotally mounting the cards in the casing, means 
for latching the cover to the base, mechanism for 
Selecting a desired Caird and Simultaneously re 
leasing the latching means whereby the selected 

is card is carried with the cover into open position, 
said selecting mechanism including a plurality of 
selector arms carried in the base and a similar 
number of selector members carried in the cover, 
upwardly projecting spaced prongs Carried on the 
end of each arm and adapted to receive therer 
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between an end of a selector member, means for whereby to assure the operator of proper selection 
moving the end of each selector member into When the cover is released. 
alignment With the Spaced prongs, guiding means GEORGE MENNING. 
for directing the movement of the arms and in- ERNEST. H. SEIBERT. 
cluding a Slotted frame having spaced guide mem- ?i 
bers for receiving an arm between adjacent mem- REFERENCES CITED 
bers and Spaced projections at One side of each The following references are of record in the 
arm for receiving a guide member therebetween, file of this patent: 
and a push button for depressing each arm to . UNITED STATES PATENTS 
cause said arm to pivot and move its selector Number Name Date 
member to engage beneath a selected card, said 1,441.273 Fuller -------------- Jan. 9, 1923 
prongs being substantially vertically arranged 2,341,983 FaaS ----------------- Feb. 15, 1944 

  


