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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

JAMES 'S. SHANNON,

OF HINSDALE, ILLINOIS.

PAPER-FILE.

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 274,832, dated March 27, 1888,

. Application filed & uly 24, 1882,

To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JAMES S: SHANNON, of

‘Hinsdale, in the county of Du Page and State

of Illinois, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Paper-Files; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
receptacles for filing papers—such as letters,
invoices, &e.—and as a whole comprises two
parts: first, a receptacle for receiving the pa-
pers, containing a binding device or holder;
and, second, a box into which said receptacle,
with its- contents, may be inserted, and by
which they are inclosed and protected in con-
venient form to be filed away permanently
uvpon shelves in such manner as.to give. ac-
cess to their contents whenever occasion may
require. The first receptacle, with its con-
tained binder, will be herein denominated the
“ﬁle 7 and the second receptacle or box will
be (,allecl the “filing-case.”

The objects of the invention are to provide
a cheap and convenient permanent file and in-
closing-case for papers, and such a construe-

. tion in these articles as will permit them tobe
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collapsed or folded in very small compass for
transportation, and to be easily put together
or brought mto form for use. ' .

To these ends the invention consists in the
several features of construction hereinafter
fully. set forth, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the hinged lids and back
of the file. proper, including its contained
binder. - Fig. 2 is a longitudinal central sec-
tion through the back B of Fig. 1, and verti-
calto said back. Fig.3is a section trans-
verse to the back B of the file-and filing-case
when placed together and combined as con-
templated. Tig. 4 is a section of the filing-
case detached, taken at right angles to the
section shown in Fig. 3, and exhibiting the
arrangementof the laps which form the closed
end of said filing-case. - Fig; 5 isa perspective

. view of the filing-case, illustrating the manner

(\To model.)

in whieh its ﬂap@ swing into position to form
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the closed end of said case and to hold thesame
in rectangular form. Fig. 6 is a perspective .

view of the filing-case collapsed or laid out
flat in compact form for transportation.
A A represent two rectangular lids of the

‘file, formed of pasteboard-or similar material,

joined to the back B by cambric or other suit-
able hinges,a. . To the back B are secured the
metal parallel transverse strips B’, having
their inner or proximate edges, v, slightly
raised, as better shown in Fig.2 to serve as
lips for the admission of the paper holding
mechanism or binder, of which C C’, Figs. 1,
2, and 3, constitute the frame. Said frameis
made of sheet metal, and has it sides C’ bent

up at right angles to the back C.. Said back:

is longer than at least one of the sides (/, as
shown in Fig. 1, so that when one of the lids
A is laid out flat, or in the same plane with
the back B, the edges ¢ of the base part or
back C of the binder-frame may be slid under
the edges 0’ of the permanently-attached
pieces B’. 'The closing of the lids serves to
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hold the binder in place when in use; butfor

‘the purpose of transportation the binderis re-

moved -from the file, and the lids A folded
down flat upon themselves by being bent in
one of the hinges a.

The binder comprises the sheet-metal plate
C C, hinge-wire D, tubes D, and transfer-
wire DZ, construcbed and operating essentially
as described in a former patent granted to me.
It is sufficient to say of it here that the pa-
pers, properly punctured for the purpose, are
struang upon the tubes 1), the wire D? serv-
ing to hold them on the tubes and to secure
the latter in a position parallel with the back
B or C by engagement with the catch ¢/, as
better illustrated in Fig. 3.  Said wire D?also
serves as a transferring-wire by which papers
may be removed from the tubes D', or placed
thereon in a body from . another receiving-file
baving puncturing or receiving tubes corre-
sponding in distance’apart with the tubes D/,
so that the file here shown and provided with
the paper holder or binder may serveeither as
a receptacle for papers applied therein as they
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shall be received from time to time, or as they
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may be transferred theretoin a body from an-

_other file on which they are placed when car-

rently received.

The filing-case is a rectangular pasteboard
box, which, when completed, is open at one
end, but closed at the other, being made of
proper size to closely admit the file already
described, with its contents, at its open end in
the manner indicated in Fig. 3, wherein one of
the lids A of the file is shown depending in the
absence of papers, which in use will force said
lids apart and against the bottom and top E
of the filing-case.

In order to adapt the filing-case to be col-
lapsed for the purpose of transportation, and
thereafter set up and secured in its rectangu-
lar box form with little troable and skill, the
sides B B/ of the case are joined to each other
by hinges or flexible joints e ¢/, which may be
produced by cutting the pasteboard only partly
through, but preferably by the application of
strips-of cambric or similar material, as is cus-
tomary in jointing pasteboard articles. The
closed end of the filing-case (shown in Fig. 4,
which presents an interior view of said end)
ismadeupof thefour parts E* 3, flexibly joined
respectively to the sides E and I, so that by
straightening the parts or flaps E? IZ3 out into
the same plane with the parts to which they are
respectively joined the box may be bent down
either to the right or to the lett, so as to bring
the opposite sides, I E, into contact with each
other on their inner faces, as is intended to be
represented in the perspective Fig. 6. The
flaps E? are of width equal to half the depth
of the box, and, when folded—one upward and
the other downward to close the end of the
case—meet or closely proximate each other on
their free edges, as seen in Fig.4.” In order to
give symmetry to the collapsed case shown in
Fig. 6, the flaps 1i° are made of equal width
with E?, When the box is to be set up in form
the flaps E® are first thrown inward, and the
flaps Ii% are folded externally to them and se-
cared in this position either by paste applied
between the contiguous surfaces of the flaps
E? and E? or by similar means, or preferably

-by a thin sheet of paper, previously gnmmed,

stuck over the outer end, so as not only to se-
cure the flaps E? in the same plane, but also to

conceal theirjointor meetingedges. In practice

I am accustomed to furnish such a strip of pa-
per with the cases, and the same also serves
as a printed label, bearing directions for the
setting up and use of the file and case. It is
obvious that when the ends of the flap B2 and

- E® are folded inward and secured in the man-

6>

65

ner described they will serve to retain the box
E in its rectangunlar shape, with one end open.

While I have stated that the file described
is adapted to use for filing papers as they are
received, it will generally be used exclusively
with the filing-case to constitute a permanent
receptacle for papers transferred thereto in a
body from the current file already patented to

2 274,822

me, and consisting of ‘a tablet provided with
vertical puncturing or receiving tubes and piv-

oted transfer-wires, the tubes of said eurrent

file being set at the same distance apart as the
tubes D/ in this one, and therefore adapted to
admit the ends of the transfer-wire D%, By
means of said transfer-wire the papers may be
lifted from the tubes of the tablet-file and trans-
ferred to the tubés of this file in a body pre-
paratory to their permanent disposition in the
file and case herein described. When there-
after there may be oceasion to remove a paper
for inspection the superposed papers are lifted
off the tubes D’ upon the transfer-wire D? and
the desired paper removed, after which the
body of papers is returned to the tubes.

In order to give proper rigidity to the back

B, said back is preferably made of two thick-

nesses of pasteboard, and as a convenient
means for securing the transverse metal lips
B’ to said back, tangs b may be pressed out
from the parts B’ and inserted through the in-
ner thickness of the back and clamped down
upon the same, as shown in the sectional Fig.
2. The outer thickness of the back, subse-
quently applied, conceals the tangs and. gives
a smooth outer surface.

- In packing the paper-filing device herein
described for shipment the metal plate C C/,
with its attached parts, constituting the paper-
holder proper or binder, is removed from the
cover A A B and is packed with similar parts
of other files in any desired quantity, being
obviously of such form as, after being wrapped
up, to occupy a reetangular space or. pack-
ing-case economically. The cover A A Band
the filing-case E E/, &c., are severally col
lapsed or folded flat, and these partsare packed
in any desired quantity.

By making the packing-case of suitable size
to admit the filing-cases, when collapsed or
flattened in the manner described, the same
case may also admit a corresponding number
of the file-covers and of the binders detached
and wrapped up by themselves. They may be
set up in forn for use either by the retail dealer
or by the user.

I claim as my invention—

1. In combination with the receptacle com-
prising the back B and lids A, flexibly joined,
as shown, a binder detachably joined to the
back B, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. . .

2. Incombination with thebinderhaving the
projecting edges ¢ ¢, and with the back B of the
receptacle A A B, the plates B/, secured to the
back B, and arranged to admit the edgesccof
the binder beneath the edges of said plates B/,
substantially as described, and for the pur-
poses set forth. '

3. Thepaper-file described, consisting essen-
tially of a receptacle composed of the folding
lids A and back B, a paper-holding device
within said receptacle, and an outer case, E,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth,
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4. The paper-file ‘described, consisting of a | adapted to be conveniently set up for use, sub- 1o
receptacle -composed - of the flexibly-joined | stantially as deseribed.-
parts A A B, a receptacle, E, flexibly joined In testimony that I claim the foregoing. as
. atits angles ¢ ¢/, and provided with a folding | my invention I affix my signatare in presence
5 part or parts adapted to close one end thereof, | of two witnesses.

a paper holder or binder for the receptacle A JAMES S, SHANNON,
A B, and means for securing the binder in the Witnesses : ‘ v
i .- latter receptacle, the whole being constructed M. E.DAYTON,
K ‘ for transportation in ‘“knockdown?” form and - JESSEQoXx, Jr
¥
;
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